
Sermon Bramley Harvest (via Zoom) 
Reading Psalm 8, Colossians 1:15-20 
Aim  To care about biodiversity 
 
Introduction    Title slide 

Harvest: a point to reconnect with creation 
Give thanks for our food / farmers  
Disconnected in so many ways 

• How does meat get on our plates? WBT 
training weekend, Ghanaian chicken dish 

• Veg – unless you have an allotment 

• Aware of Climate Crisis (better phrase 
than cuddly ‘global warming’)  

• But cannot always see how it relates to us 
as individuals 

Did you notice common theme? 
ALL these things centred on US 
Tends to be our default way of thinking 
Even about the creation around us 
 
God cares for ALL he has made Slide 2 

Magnificent passage Col 1:15-20 
But first see texts on slide: 
Job 12:10 ‘In his hand is the life of every 
creature and the breath of all mankind’ 



Matt 10:29 ‘Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground outside your Father’s care’ 

Colossians 1: thoroughly Christ-centred 

• All things = a refrain 

• All things, visible / invisible, nothing left out 
CREATED by Xt, thro’ Xt and for Xt 

• Before all things = himself uncreated; but 
him all things HOLD TOGETHER. Jesus 
sustains whole universe, not just humans 

• On the cross, he RECONCILED … what? 
Humanity? No, again, all things. To restore 
to renew them, including humanity 

• Almost in brackets v18 reminds us Jesus 
is Lord of the Church. Called to give him 
100% attention 

• Focus here is on full extent of his saving 
work = we need to take that seriously too 

 
Extinction: the Facts   Slide 3 

So, what do we see in the world around us? 
How is the rest of God’s creation faring? 
Going to include 3 clips in this sermon from 
Extinction: the facts 
Reference from BBC player 
 



Extinction rate & white rhino Slide 4 

Video clip 
 
Valuing creation: Psalm 8  Slide 5 

How do you react to that clip? 
Rhinos: remarkable creatures 
Visible demonstration of extinction: 1000s to 
7 to 2 … 
Some extinctions entirely natural 
But 570 plants / 700 animals in modern times 
is not / has serious consequences 

Psalm 8 calls us to a sense of wonder as we 
look at God’s creation 
‘How majestic is your name …’ 
‘Consider your heavens, the work of your 
fingers …’ 
Already acknowledged Jesus’ role in this 
Psalmist says: sit back, look at it, wonder 

In lockdown, less traffic, noticed birdsong 
One form of exercise: people walking 
Great weather helped 
Reconnected: actually, good for our souls 

Irene reminded me: today feast of St Francis  
Wrote his famous Canticle of the Sun, based 
on Ps 148 on how all creation worships God 
in its own way 



Line about Sister Moon links with Psalm 8 
‘Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister 
Moon and the stars, in heaven you formed 
them clear and precious and beautiful’ 

But, at the centre of Psalm 8 = question: 

What is mankind that you are mindful 
of them, human beings that you care 
for them? 

• Affirms we have a special place in creation 

• That God cares for us / is mindful of us 

• Creatures that have consciousness 

• That are aware of our Creator (or can be) 

• AND can communicate with him 

• Psalm begins, ‘LORD (YHWH), our Lord’ 

As a result we have a special responsibility 
for the created world 
Do not take ‘rule’ in v6 to mean we can do 
what we like / what we often have done 
Already seen: this would put us at odds with 
Creator himself 
Underlying this psalm is Gen 1: created in 
image of God, for reln with God, but also to 
be care-takers of the world He has given us 
To pillage / desecrate His creation = to 
deface His image in us 
 



What happens when we do not treat world 
well? Many things but want to show you one 
clip very relevant to the past 6 months …  
 
Habitat loss & pandemics  Slide 6 

Video clip 
 
Consequences    Slide 7 

Habitat loss = significant in extinction but 
affects certain types of animals more 
World = a network of eco-systems 
We may feel disconnected from nature but 
we’re not in reality 
Covid-19 = demonstration: coronavirus from 
bats. But so were SARS, Ebola, etc. 
We ignored those because only regional 
Cannot ignore Covid-19 
Chilling statement: virologists have been 
warning about this for years / expect more, 
not fewer, in the future 
Just like climate issue: a warming world = a 
time bomb. No time to return to that today 

So, can anything be done? 
Final clip sounds more +ve note 
 



Extinction – so what can we do? Slide 8 

Video clip 
 
Living sustainably    Slide 9 

Harvest = a reminder to be thankful / to live 
with enough / re-connect with nature 
A moment in history: after pandemic pause 

Consumerism / mythical goal of never-ending 
growth of GDP = the key drivers of climate 
crisis AND biodiversity loss 
Cannot continue to live like this 
Do we think we are immune to catastrophe?  
May have shrugged off extreme weather but 
Covid-19 has amply shown our vulnerability 

Change of lifestyle as individuals / as nation 
Essentially to overcome greed / selfishness 
Causes for optimism? 

• We CAN do it: BBC programme, gorilla 
example = good news story 

• Green technologies exist: headline, ‘UK 
wind power equivalent to Saudi oil’ 

• Final clip showed simple but effective 
measures would also out of recession 

• But also call to clean up our act 
 
Does it matter? Last 6 months answer that! 


