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At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

Church, Tel: 702576,  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the 

above telephone number and e-mail address. 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com  Deadline: 15th of the month. Irene Magill, 

Editor 

• Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or 

visit our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Wardens:  Mr Alan Taylor and Mr Terry Walker 

Important Notice 

Please note all our groups are suspended at present.   We will, of course, let 
you know when we can restart our activities.   

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on the resumption of church activities.  
The church is currently closed for services. See the information on the 
back page.   

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ church  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

St Francis Bramley                       St Francis Bramley                       

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church  Member  -What Does Easter Mean ti YOU? 

The Postman 

Christian Aid’s 75th Anniversary 

Heroes of Faith  - Johann Sebastian Bach 

Bouquet of Blessings Part 3  -The Perfume of Flowers 

Hands 

and much more 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

Good Friday  - 2nd April 2021:  And  when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He 

gave up the sprit.  At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom.  Matthew 27: 50 and 51. 

 

Easter Day  - 4th April 2021: Christ is Risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

In their fright the women bowed down  with their faces to the ground, but the men said to 

them ‘why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here. He has risen!’ 

Luke 24:5 and 6 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

The annual Parochial Church meeting will be held in church on 17th 
May 2021 at 7:15pm.  

There are three vacancies for membership of the Parochial Church  
Council.  Application forms are available on request from the church 
office. 
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 Thoughts from a Church Member:  

What Does Easter Meant to You? 

An event can be thrust upon you and it takes you by surprise; you never would have 

predicted it in a million years.  Now here it is - staring you in the face.  What will you do? 

You can't stay the same, you can't pretend it didn't happen.  You may not know what to 

do, but this much is certain; you have to do something. I am not thinking of Covid19 but 

the resurrection. 

Before the resurrection, the disciples thought Jesus would be a messiah of a different 

sort, strong powerful - vanquishing their enemies.  Then He is brutally killed, their heads 

are spinning: where can we hide? they think.  Days later, still overcome with grief – there 

is a knock at the door.  One of the women has an unbelievable report: the tomb is empty. 

How could this happen?  First His life is taken from us, now someone robs His grave. John 

20: 1-9 tells that on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the entrance.  She came running to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 'They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!’ They didn't get it. 

The grave wasn't robbed by men, it was robbed by God! 

It would not be until later in the day that reports of the risen Lord would appear, that 

Jesus would personally show Himself.  When He reappears they are shattered again, and 

they have to go back over that week, recall what happened: it was the week no one 

expected. 

Christianity is not about a new teaching, about ethics or morals.  At the core, it's about a 

remarkable event, unpredictable: no one was expecting it, no one even hoped for. 

Jesus was a radically different kind of messiah. He refused efforts of the people to crown 

Him king.   
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He included women and children, even gentiles (Roman soldiers) in His kingdom plan.  In 

the course of a few days, Jesus went from the highest point in his life, the triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday, to dead and buried in a borrowed tomb, 

following a painful and disgraceful execution. 

All who knew Jesus were devastated.  Everyone fled.  They hid, they wept, their dreams 

were crushed. They didn't have a clue what was going on.  They felt abandoned.  Even 

though Jesus had warned them in advance, their one-track minds couldn't grasp the 

meaning of His words until after... 

Christianity is all about a risen Lord.  Christianity is all about the resurrection and what 

you make of this is vital.  Within 20 years Christianity was spreading like wildfire 

throughout the known world.  One of the most passionate men ever to share his faith was 

Paul, a man who never met the historical Jesus, but did meet the resurrected Jesus. 

When the disciples saw Jesus after the Resurrection, they worshipped him but some 

doubted! 

Does the resurrection of Jesus Christ have a real meaning to each one of us or do we 

doubt? 

Do I really believe that Jesus Christ died for me but also rose from the dead for me?  Will I 

truly worship Jesus Christ as my Lord for everything or will I doubt Him?  Do I live “Easter” 

as God defines it and tell others this truth in love? 

What does “Easter” really mean to you? 

Please take a moment to think and pray about this! 

 

 
Observations on Daily Life 

The nice thing about becoming 
forgetful is that you can hide your 
own Easter eggs. 

 

The trouble with doing something 
right the first time is that nobody 
appreciates how difficult it was. 
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The Postman  

Lilly sat looking out of the window, just as she did every morn-

ing around 10 a.m., when the postman was due to deliver her 

post.  Often it was only bills, or junk mail, but she would never 

lose hope.   As soon as she spotted him in his red jacket, and 

usually shorts, whatever the weather, (she would never be able 

to fathom why he would wear shorts in the middle of winter) 

she rushed to the door to greet him.  

Even before she had shut the door, she was thumbing through the few envelopes, and 
always, up to now, she would turn away very disappointed. 
This postman had only been on her round a few weeks. A young man with light brown 
hair, and piercingly blue eyes.  Always greeted her with a friendly smile and cheery 
greeting.  He reminded her of her youngest son. 
 
Lilly had 3 boys, Philip was the eldest, then Len and, lastly, Daniel.  Sadly she had lost her 
two eldest boys: Philip was killed on active service in  H.M. Forces, and 5 years later Len 
had lost his life in a road traffic accident.  Daniel, her youngest son had left home when  
he was 18 to go to College.  His parting words as he left that morning, were "I will miss 
you mam, but I will write every week".  Her eyes filled with tears as this memory flooded 
back into her mind.  Sadly Daniel had not kept to his word, and she had not seen or 
heard from him since that day to this.  Lilly had never given up hope and she never 
would. 
 
Her comfy armchair was positioned next to the window where she could see up and 
down the road, just in case he came to visit unexpectedly. So far he hadn't.  The postman 
glanced at Lilly as he turned to leave,  then he stepped back and said to her, "are you 
expecting something special?"  He detected the sadness in her bright blue eyes.  She 
replied "I have been expecting something special for the last 10 years, but so far it hasn't 
arrived".  The postman raised his eyebrows in a quizzical gesture.  But Lilly couldn't tell 
her story yet, he wouldn't understand.  "Thank you for being so kind, maybe some other 
day" and with that they waved and he was gone. 
 
That night Lilly had a dream, it was the same dream she had had many times before.  She 
dreamt that a young man came knocking on her door, she couldn't see his face, but she 
knew he was crying, he was very sad, and kept repeating over and over again "Sorry, I 
am so sorry, so very sorry", and always she woke with a start.  It was a restless night, and 
Lilly was glad when morning came.  Same routine, she would get up, get showered and 
dressed, do a few household chores, have her breakfast, then wait for the postman.  
Today he nearly ran down the path, waving a letter in the air. "This is a different letter 
Lilly, it could be the one".  She took the mail, her fingers shaking as she opened it up,  
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but it wasn't the one.  At last she shared her story with the postman, and his face fell as 
he apologised profusely for raising her hopes, and assured her he would not be that 
presumptuous again. 
 
Each day that the postman came, she shared a little bit more about her story, the 
postman knew Daniel’s name and birthday, which college he had gone to, his age, in 
fact almost everything that Lilly herself knew about him.  In fact she almost felt that the 
postman knew more about Daniel than she did.  The next day came, the same routine, 
Tim the postman gave her his usual cheery smile and greeting, but at the end of their 
chat, he asked if she would like to have a cup of tea with him after he had finished 
work.  She felt safe with Tim and felt she could trust him so she agreed. 
 
Lilly felt like a queen.  Tim picked her up in his car (thank goodness no shorts today she 
thought with a little smile).  They chatted as they drove out of the village, along some 
lanes, and into town.  He led her to a beautiful little cafe, and they had a secluded table 
in a corner near the window. What a delightful ‘olde worlde’ place it was.  The tables 
had red checked table cloths, with a pretty solitary flower in a vase in the centre of the 
table.  The walls were adorned with landscapes, and floral art, and when the tea came it 
was in a teapot with pretty matching china teacups, followed by a strawberry scone and 
cream. What a treat!  The cafe was quite busy and a young man caught her eye.  He was 
smartly dressed, looked like a business man she thought to herself, briefcase and all. 
"Oh would you excuse me Lilly, I have just seen someone I know, I will pop over and say 
hello, be back in a tick".  "That’s fine, I will take the opportunity to powder my nose". 
When Lilly returned the young man she had noticed was sitting at the table with Tim, 
and Tim was grinning from ear to ear.  Lilly was puzzled, but as she got closer, 
everything became clear. The young man was Daniel !!! 
 
Lilly burst into tears and flung her arms around her son, tears streaming down her face, 
and his too.  They stood in silence hugging, and time stood still.  “I’m sorry, so sorry, so 
very sorry......”.  This is just a dream, like the dream she had had so many times, when 
that faceless person had uttered the exact same words. She pinched herself, “ouch, this 
was not a dream this is real!!” 
 
Eventually they all piled back into Tim’s car, and they went back to Lilly’s house.  Tim 
explained that he also worked for the Salvation Army Family tracing service, and Lilly’s 
story and really touched his heart, so he had decided to try and trace Daniel, and was 
successful .  Daniel took up the story.  "First, Mam take a look in my briefcase"  Daniel 
invited.  Lilly opened the case and there inside were what looked like hundreds of 
stamped letters that had never been mailed.  She looked at Daniel, "I don't understand" 
she said.  "Mam, I wrote a letter to you every week, but the truth was I got in with a bad 
crowd, and it might have started out as a prank, but then I think it was done maliciously.  
One of my so called mates offered to post my letters on his way to college, but instead 
he kept them hidden in his room.  He got me into drugs and I was young and stupid and 
when you didn't write back  I thought you had somehow found out and didn’t want  
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anything to do with me.  I didn't know you had not received my letters, until I broke free 
from him, and when he moved out I found all my letters and was mortified.  I realised it 
was a tall story and thought you wouldn't believe me.  Anyway, I worked two jobs, got 
my act together and put myself through college, and now, mam, I am a qualified 
solicitor working for the biggest company in the city.  Truth is I just didn't know how to 
come back or if you would even want me back.  Then Tim found me and told me about 
how you had waited patiently for me. Mam, I love you so much, I have never stopped 
loving you and I am just so sorry". 
 
Their eyes met, no words were necessary, Lilly simply got up and hugged her son and 
simply said "Welcome home Son, you have made one old lady very happy, " 
 
A special message from Sylvia who wrote this beautiful story: 
Easter is a wonderful time of year, its the beginning of many things.  The plants are 
beginning to grow, its beginning to get warmer (we hope), but there are also other new 
beginnings.   
 
If you have a broken relationship with a family member or friend, now is a beautiful 
time of year to 'fix it'.  Remember every moment counts and we never know how much 
time is available. 
 
More important still, if you have a broken relationship with God, then through the 
blood of Jesus we can be reconciled, because however that relationship became 
fractured you can be assured God’s love for you, expressed through his Son Jesus on 
the cross, is the same today as yesterday.  He is indeed a great unchanging friend, and 
he wants to be yours. 
 
God bless you. 
 
Major Sylvia Bird. 

Thoughts on the Resurrection 
 

The empty tomb of Christ has been the cradle of the church. - WR Nicoll 

The Christian church has the resurrection written all over it. -  E G Robinson 

Christianity is the revelation of God, not the research of man. - JA Stewart 

Our friends bring us to the grave and leave us there, but God will not. - Anon 

There is not a single pessimistic note anywhere in the New Testament after the resurrec-
tion.  - Andrew W Blackwood 
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Christian aid’s 75th  

Anniversary 

Christian Aid is celebrating 75 years since its origin in the aftermath of the second world 
war, as Inter-Church Aid. Originally focussed on the millions of refugees in Europe, it now 
stands with the most vulnerable and excluded people of the world  - both in times of 
crisis and for the longer term, giving people survival essentials when they are without 
shelter or refuge, and help them find the strength and resources they need to flourish 
and protect themselves from shocks and disasters.  

Christian Aid believes that poverty is an outrage against humanity, and its aim is:  

 to expose poverty throughout the world 

 to help in practical ways to end it 

to highlight, challenge and change the structures and systems that favour the rich and 
powerful over the poor and marginalised. 

 
1957 saw the first Christian Aid Week, and in 1963 a new name: Christian Aid. 
  
In 1984 Christian Aid joined ‘Walk for the World’ and in 1992 Christian Aid was one of the 
founding members of the Fair Trade Foundation. 

Christian Aid joined several campaigns to coincide with G8 meetings in the UK. 
Supporters formed a human chain round Birmingham for the ‘Drop the Debt’ campaign 
in 2000.  ‘Make Poverty History’ was held in Edinburgh in 2005, and in 2013 Christian Aid 
joined the ‘Enough Food for Everyone IF’. 

Today Christian Aid works with some of the world's most vulnerable communities in 29 
countries in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America and the Caribbean. 

The 75th anniversary is being celebrated with a challenge to take 75 actions in 75 days, 
which will take in the usual Christian Aid week, this year from 10th—16th May,  and with 
the publication of a book: Rage and Hope: poems for a better world’.  

In common with many charities, Christian Aid’s fundraising has been hit.  The usual Lent 
lunches held locally are not taking place.  The house to house collection will not be taking 
place.  Alternatives for local collections are being considered.  
 
You can make a donation online by going to Christian Aid’s website:  
www.christianaid.org.uk  or telephone 020 7620 4444 
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The following Prayer was written by Chine McDonald who is a writer, broadcaster and 
Head of Public Engagement at Christian Aid and is a foretaste of the publication of the 
book to commemorate this special anniversary.  

Prayer God who protects, my heart breaks. 

 For those mothers and fathers who do not know how they will feed their children. 

 God who weeps with us, my heart breaks. 

For those mourning the death of loved ones to invisible viruses, to conflict, though 
starvation.  

God who heals, my heart breaks.  

For the brokenness of this world; a world that you created and called God. 

God who loves, my heart breaks. 

Help me to speak love where there is hate, bring hope where there is fear, light where 
there is darkness. 

 Amen.   

Curiosity Counts 

To raise awareness of modern slavery with key workers and groups who continue to work 
in the community during lockdown restrictions, the South Yorkshire Modern Slavery 
Partnership has launched the Curiosity Counts campaign. 

Modern slavery is a hidden crime affecting adults and children across the UK, including 
here in South Yorkshire; it involves the exploitation of people often for the financial 
benefit of others and has not stopped in lockdown.  People may experience multiple 
forms of exploitation or abuse, but the most common forms include sexual exploitation, 
criminal exploitation, labour exploitation and domestic servitude. 

Exploiters may have changed their tactics during lockdown to reduce detection, moving 
their victims from one form of exploitation to another.  There are also concerns that the 
current reduction in face-to-face service has created new challenges to identifying and 
supporting potential victims. 

The Curiosity Counts campaign aims to increase the understanding of modern slavery 

with those working in and with the community in South Yorkshire so they can recognise 

the signs of exploitation and report their concerns.  For more information contact: : 

0114 255 5740 or e-mail: SYMSP@ashianasheffield.org. 

mailto:SYMSP@ashianasheffield.org
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Flowers for the glory of God 

At the moment, there are no fresh 

flowers in church because all church 

buildings remain closed.  However, 

when church services do resume, you 

might like to commemorate a special 

family occasion; please consider a 

donation to the Flower Fund for an 

arrangement to be  placed in church  

on the Sunday nearest your special occasion.  It may be that you 

would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in memory of a loved 

one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you wish, include a 

special note with the flowers showing to whom they are dedicated.  

For further details please contact Christina Higton or Dorothy 

Barnett Flower Team Co-ordinators, at church when  flowers in St 

Francis’ church resumes. 

 
Although the church is 

closed, flowers are on 

display in church as 

funeral services are being 

held.  Flowers are not 

normally in church during 

Lent, but these flowers  

will remain in church to 

welcome bereaved 

families and  friends. 
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Heroes of Faith—Johann Sebastian Bach—  

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in 1685, and was part of a remarkable German musical 

dynasty.  His world was shaped by the theology of Martin Luther, a great church reformer 

but also a man who saw music as a gift of God.  Steeped in music from birth, Bach 

progressively mastered techniques and instruments until he became a composer and 

church music director.  He also studied theology and in his Bible, still preserved, we can 

see his careful annotations.  After a number of short-lived appointments he found a home 

in Leipzig where for thirty years he controlled music not just for the churches but also the 

court and society.  He died in 1750 leaving behind an unparalleled legacy of music. 

 

Of Bach the man we know little outside his music.  The sparse correspondence we have 

preserved from him is typical of church musicians of every age and denomination: he 

defends his music, grumbles over standards and pleads for more resources.  We know that 

Bach suffered many tragedies.  He was orphaned as a child, returned from a trip away to 

find his beloved wife not only dead but buried, and twelve of his children died in 

childhood.  When Bach’s music touches on sorrow, you know he’s been there. 

 

Bach’s music is awesome in terms of both quantity and quality.  Quantity?  Well, if you 

want a complete collection of everything he wrote  - orchestral, keyboard, cello, violin, 

flute, as well as the vast body of church music . Quality?  Bach had an effortless technical 

mastery of every intricacy of music.  Yet although he was capable of writing works of 

dazzling mathematical complexity, they are always music to be enjoyed and never simply a 

show of academic brilliance. 

 

Approximately three quarters of Bach’s music was written for the church.  In the Lutheran 

church of his day, services (which could be up to four-hours long!) had a substantial 

musical composition – a cantata – in the middle.  For soloists, often a choir and a range of 

instruments, the cantata was usually around twenty-minutes long; it reflected on the Bible 

reading and prepared the congregation for the sermon.  The church calendar required 

cantatas for seventy occasions a year and, in one of the greatest sustained feats of 

creativity in history, for three years Bach created a new cantata every week.  This meant 

that each week he had to set a German text to music (often writing parts for a dozen 

soloists and players), have the scores copied, rehearse the work and, finally, direct it on 

the Sunday.  Despite the obvious temptation, Bach rarely repeated himself and 

consistently generated fresh music of extraordinary impact and beauty.  But it was Bach’s 

preacher who communicated in music. 
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faith that drove so much of his work.  In some ways Bach can be seen as a theologian and 

in writing a church piece Bach frequently began with the abbreviated prayer J. J. (‘Jesus help’) 

and ended with S.D.G. (Soli Deo Gloria – ‘To God alone be glory’).  Bach wrote that ‘the aim 

and final end of all music should be none other than the glory of God and the refreshment of 

the soul’, and his intention to praise God and encourage his hearers is there throughout his 

music. 

 

Of the many things that can be said about Bach, let me mention three I particularly 

appreciate. 

 

First, I’m impressed by how Bach saw his work as worship.   Yes, church music paid his wages, 

but even when he was writing compositions every week there is no evidence that he was ever 

‘just doing his job’.  He worked for God and God deserved his best.  Many of us face the 

draining burden of having to do things repeatedly.  May we stay as fresh and inspired as Bach. 

 

Second, my heart is warmed by Bach’s profound Christian faith.  The fact is that Bach, 

following Luther, understood the heart of the gospel to be about how sinful men and women 

are made right with a holy God through Christ’s death on the cross.  We too must never lose 

sight of this truth. 

 

Finally, as an evangelist, I am encouraged by the way that in his church music Bach doesn’t 

simply describe the truth, he preaches it.  He invites a response, seeking to draw his hearers 

from being merely spectators of the truth into being those who can claim the truth as their 

own.  Over the years Bach’s music has proved to be very dangerous for atheists. 

 

In his final years Bach created a work that was meant to be his testament to the world; the B 

Minor Mass.  Unusually, Bach chose a Latin text, probably so that his work might go out 

beyond Germany and into the world.  The final chorus Dona nobis pacem is a prayer for God 

to grant us his peace.  A very fine modern performance, done in a way that Bach would 

recognise, is recommended.  It is directed by the Japanese conductor and supreme Bach 

interpreter Masaaki Suzuki who, as a committed Christian himself, understands not just the 

music but the faith which created it.  It is indeed for ‘the glory of God and for the refreshment 

of the soul’. 

 

J.John,  

Reverend Canon 

 

Submitted by Rita Morse 
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Bouquet of Blessings—3 

 The perfume of flowers   
 
Since the beginning of time, flower fragrances have 
been used to perfume everything from palaces to 
people.   From the simple sweetness of spring blos-
som to the haunting fragrance lingering on a sum-
mer’s evening.  The perfume of flowers are like unex-
pected gifts which are showered all around us A 
quote by Robert Bridges says, ‘If odour were visible 
as colours, I’d see the summer garden in rainbow 
clouds’.  

In the bible there are references to flowers adorning the temple of Solomon and in the 
‘Song of Songs’.  The most well known one perhaps is in Matthew 6 and Luke 12 which 
reads ; ‘Why worry …… see how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or spin 
but even Solomon in all his splendour was not dressed like these.’ 
 
In the language of flowers violets are the emblem of modesty.  Violas heartsease 
inspire happy thoughts.  We are reminded in Psalm 33:4  that ‘The word of the Lord is 
right and true, He is faithful in all He does.’  Purple lilac promote : emotions of love.  
Proverbs 8:17 tells us that ‘I love those who love me and those who seek me, find me’.  
God is willing to pour out His heart and make known His thoughts to us, but we must be 
willing to listen and receive His advice.’  Proverbs 8:20 ‘I walk in the way of 
righteousness along the paths of justice.’ The book od Proverbs are God’s words of 
wisdom – the primary and fundamental foundation on which life is built.  
 
White lilac reminds us of innocence, purity, sweetness.  Numbers 6 24-26 ‘The Lord 
bless you and keep you, favour and protect you;  turn His face toward you with His 
approval and give you peace.’  Buttercups tell of sunny hours – sunshine, shining along 
our pathway, guiding, just where the Saviour would have us go, lighting our pathway 
with sunshine rays!  Dandelion means trustful and described by James Lowell (1810 –
1891) as ‘Dear common flower that grow’st beside the way, fringing the dusty road with 
harmless gold’. 
 
Psalm 106:1  reminds us to ‘Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love endures for 
ever.’  Flowers are His gifts to us.  As we go into April, let us remember April showers 
bring May flowers’ 
 
God Bless  
 
from Joy 
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Poetry to ponder 

 When April with his showers sweet with fruit 
The drought of March has pierced unto the root 
And bathed each vein with liquor that has power 

To generate therein and sire the flower; 
When Zephyr also has, with his sweet breath, 

Quickened again, in every holt and heath, 
The tender shoots and buds, and the young sun 

Into the Ram one half his course has run, 
And many little birds make melody 

That sleep through all the night with open eye 
(So Nature pricks them on to ramp and rage)- 

Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage, 
And palmers to go seeking out strange strands, 
To distant shrines well known in sundry lands. 

And specially from every shire's end 
Of England they to Canterbury wend, 
The holy blessed martyr there to seek 

Who helped them when they lay so ill and weak. 
 

This is the first stanza of the prologue and is a modern translation from the Middle 
English.  Chaucer began writing the Tales in 1387 and was  still writing them at the time of 
his death in 1400.  The Canterbury Tales is a fictional collection of stories, bringing 
together a diverse party of 29 pilgrims who set out from the Tabard Inn in Borough High 
Street, Southwark and travel to Canterbury Cathedral.  Their purpose is to visit the shrine 
of St Thomas Beckett. The pilgrims that Chaucer includes are :  The Wife of Bath, The 
Knight, The Nun’s Priest, The Miller, The Monk, The Man of Law and many others.  Each 
has a story to tell to while away the time.  The journey took about 11 days. 
 
The prologue explains that April is the month when this band of pilgrims begin their 
journey and  also launches the season of pilgrimage.  Spring heralds  warmer weather to 
make travel slightly less challenging for pilgrims. 
 
The Tabard Inn was demolished a long time ago but the traditional pilgrim’s route—
known as The Pilgrims’ Way, can still be followed along the old Roman Road of Watling 
Street. 

Prologue to the Canterbury Tales 

  By Geoffrey Chaucer 
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Hands 

 

 Hands were a problem for Thomas the Doubter.  He didn’t, or wouldn’t, believe until he 
felt and saw the wounds in Our Wonderful Saviour’s hands.  When you read the scriptures 
about the crucifixion reflect deeply on some of the words; scourging, beating, shouts of 
crucify, spitting on the walk to Golgotha and then the nailing by the cruel people of Our 
Lord’s hands and feet. 
  
How can we not put our hands together in prayer and give grateful thanks to Him who 
died for us?  But then comes the wonderful news: He is risen, hallelujah!  He has defeated 
death and, from the words of a well-loved hymn: 
‘He’s got the whole world in His hands’. 
 
Amen 
 
Wyn Hibberd 

 

One particular morning I was reading John 
21.24-end.  Words always give me food for 
thought and the word that stood out was 
‘hands’.  Sue and I have totally different hands; 
mine are large whereas Sue’s are quite small, 
but both equally important and over the years 
have done many and various tasks: housework 
and all that that entails, holding hands, 
clapping, welcoming, offering hands in 
friendship… 

 Signs Found outside Churches.... 

* Free Trip to heaven. Details Inside! 

* Searching for a new look?  Have your faith 
lifted here! 

* Dusty Bibles lead to Dirty Lives. 

* Come work for the Lord.  The work is hard, 
the hours are long and the pay is low.  But 
the retirement benefits are out of this world. 
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Silverwood Area Mission  

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

Important Message from Rev Peter Hughes: 

St Alban’s will continue unchanged through the current lockdown.  We can 

accommodate 30-40 worshippers at our Sunday 9.30am (Holy Communion) and 6.00pm 

services and Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion.  Our friends from the Partnership are 

more than welcome to join us.  First come first served.  

The 9.30am Sunday Holy Communion service will be livestreamed: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA.  It will be available 

afterwards via the same link on our YouTube Channel. 

Ravenfield will offer private prayer 10.30 – 11.00am on Sundays except for the second 

Sunday when I will celebrate Holy Communion.  Braithwell will host Morning worship at 

10.30am on Sundays except Week 4, when I will celebrate Holy Communion. 

Area Mission Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Area Mission, to do 

all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout Wickersley, 

Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your Holy Spirit 

guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making new 

disciples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Area Mission.  Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services). 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfe088e8da9624bdd8df608d8b3f13932%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637457195909030182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
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Book Reviews 

Joyce Taylor shares here three books she has recently read and recommends: 

Readers may be interested to know of two Lent books I have read through during this 
year’s Lent season.  Firstly, From Now On by Rachel Mann (published by Darton, Longman 
and Todd) is based on ‘The Greatest Showman’, a film and musical to enjoy and be 
entertained by.  Behind the scenes and music are universal themes of hope, love and 
dreams and questions about worldly issues of poverty, class, disability and ethnicity.  The 
ministry of Jesus addressed social issues of people classed as ‘outsiders’ or ‘second rate 
citizens’.  This book, like the film shows how the character of Barnam and his circus reveals 
Christian themes of family and community, respectability and resistance, betrayal and 
redemption.   

In our lives, just like the characters in the film each of us have to face and overcome 
doubts, temptation and prejudice, therefore as the title suggests  From Now on we will 
have plenty of new thoughts to pray about and ponder on.   

Secondly  the Lent course book Where the Lost Things Go written by Lucy Berry 
(published by Darton, Longman and Todd). is a worthwhile read.  Perhaps, like me, many 
will be familiar with the film ‘Mary Poppins’ the wonderful nanny who changes the lives of 
the two children in the Banks family saga in a miraculous way. ‘ Mary Poppins Returns’, a 
follow on film, may not be as familiar and I haven’t seen it yet. Where the Lost Things Go  
is based on this film.  The Banks children are grown up now and have adult situations in 
life to deal with and the title of this book may give you a clue to its theme. 

As we know, Disney films have happy endings but they do have adversity and problems 
running through them.  The bible is full of stories and God’s voice is in them all with some 
kind of message.  In this book, Where Lost Things Go God is in the story with his message 
for our lives.  It is full of bible readings, prayers and questions.  The writers in the bible tell 
their stories through the voices of poets, lawyers, the Psalms and the Gospels. Each voice 
adding and subtracting something from the original.  Miss P.L. Travers allowed Disney to 
embellish and alter her story to create the film and a happy ending.  There  are a few 
happy ending stories in the bible but they weren’t written to entertain, but to try to help 
us understand the meaning of life and death and leave us to wonder about God and the 
world. To focus on the commandments and the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
These two books are well worth resources for any bible study groups or individuals at any 
time of the year.  

Thirdly, another book worth a look, which is in my book case, is ‘God planted a Garden by 
W.E. Shewell-Cooper.  In the bible there are references to gardens.  This set me on a 
journey through scripture about gardens, try it for yourself.  Now is the time for planting 
seeds and I am now waiting and watching for new shoots to appear, marvelling yet again 
at this miracle of nature.  
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Garden centres will be busy places I suspect. 

There are many references to horticulture in the bible and in the beginning God planted 
the Garden of Eden . Adam must have been a gardener entrusted by God to care for it.  As 
our thought turn to gardens, our own or the beautiful gardens of stately homes, or as we 
watch on T.V. the programmes where transformations happen, our spirits are lifted as 
springtime blossoms.  Market gardens which sell fruits, vegetables, herbs and spices whet 
our appetites for delicious meals too.  One royal garden in the bible had a keen gardener it 
would appear. King Solomon, it is intimated, was one who concentrated on herbs, spices 
and various highly scented plants.  As we still have Easter on our minds we think of the 
Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus lay in the tomb after His death on the cross and 
where Mary mistook him for the gardener after the resurrection.  

Whatever your thoughts about gardens, whether digging, planting, watering or just sitting 
with some refreshments, a book or quiet contemplation. May we thank God that He made 
gardens. 

Happy reading and Happy gardening 

Joy 

 Quotation: A garden is a grand teacher. It 
teaches patience and careful watchfulness; it 
teaches industry and thrift, above all it teaches 
entire trust.  

What name is given to the bitter aromatic 
resinous exudate from the stem of various 
Arabian and African trees of the genus 
‘Commiphora ’ ? 

(Answer on Page 22)  

A Gardening Riddle 

My first is in rose, and also in stock;  My second in loam, but not seen in rock; My third’s 
not in lemon, but is found in lime; My fourth is in lovage, but never in thyme; My fifth’s 
not in parsnip, although it’s in pea; My whole is fruit that grows on a tree.  

(Answer on Page 22) 
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Children’s Corner 
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Children’s Corner 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

And Finally …. 

From page 19—Answer to what is the plant: Myrrh 

Answer to Riddle: Olive 

Divine Intervention? 

 

A little boy was playing outside with his mother’s broom in the garden.  That night his 
mother realised her broom was still missing and asked her son to go out and bring it in. 

When the little boy confessed he was afraid of the dark, his mother tried to comfort 
him: 'The Lord is out there too, don't be afraid.' 

Hesitantly, the little boy opened the back door and peered out.  He called softly: 'Lord, 
since you're out there already, please will you pass me the broom?’ 

 



 

23 

 

Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS April 2021 
 

Sunday 4th        10:00am Service in church: Easter Day 

Sunday 11th        10:00am Service Via Zoom 

Sunday 18th        10:00am Service Via Zoom 

Sunday 25th       10:00am Service Via Zoom 

 

Important Notice 

At the time of going to print, the UK is in lockdown.  Although 

communal acts of worship are allowed, under the current restrictions, 

the Bishop of Sheffield has advised churches to decide individually 

whether to continue with ‘on-site’ worship, but advises churches to err 

on the side of caution.  

The PCC recently reviewed the closure of the church and decided 

that the church will remain closed for communal acts of worship.  

There will be a service in church on Easter Sunday, 4th April 2021.  

Places will be restricted on a first come first serve basis.  The service 

will be livestreamed.  Please contact the church office if you would like 

to reserve a place.  Contact details are on page 2 of this issue. 

The church is also now open for private prayer for an hour every 

Tuesday morning between 10:00am and 11:00pm.  This will continue 

during the current restrictions. 

Government restrictions will continue to be observed and the wearing 

of face masks, social distancing and sanitising hands on entering and 

leaving the church will continue.   

The PCC will review the re-opening of the church for services at its 

meeting on 8th April 2021. 


