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Important Notice
The church is open for services. See the information on the back page.
Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for upto-date information on church activities.

At your service
To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage,
Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’
church, call into church on 1st Saturday of each
month between 10:00am and 12 noon or Tel:
702576.
Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and email address.
Cuppachat is on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am - 12
noon. The next one is on Saturday 2nd April 2022. Please check the
church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up-to-date
information on the resumption of church activities.
Mothers’ Union is the 2nd Monday of each month. Meetings are in church,
starting at 1:30pm. Everyone welcome. Next meeting is on 14th March
2022.
Bramley Friendship Group meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month
from 2:00pm - 4:00pm in the hall. Please bring your own art and craft
materials. Or if you prefer, board games are available or just come along
and enjoy a cuppa and chat.

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to:
magazinestfrancis@gmail.com. Deadline: 15th of the month. Irene Magill,
Editor
Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or visit
our website
•

Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org

•

Churchwardens: Mr. James Moore and one vacancy.
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This month…..
What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost?
Thoughts of a Church Member - Spring Musings
The Wisdom of Trees Heroes of Faith - Gladys AylwardA Lenten Memory
and much more

Cover Story
As we progress through Lent we are preparing for Easter on 17th April and the celebration
of the Resurrection of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
The illustration on this month’s cover has the theme of the power of the cross and
reminds us of the amazing promise of eternal life that the Resurrection gives us.

Important Date
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, (APCM), will be held on Thursday 12th May 2022 at
7:00pm and will be held in church.
The meeting will be preceded by the Vestry Meeting which is held to elect two
churchwardens.
The APCM will receive reports on the business and activities of the church since the last
APCM was held in May last year. There are also elections to the Parochial church Council.
Please make sure the church administrator, Katy Dunigan, has your up to date contact
details and you are on the church’s electoral roll. You can contact Katy by email or
telephone on Tuesdays or Thursdays. The contact details are on page 2 and also on the
back page.
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Thoughts from a Church Member:
Spring Musings
Can you think of any familiar songs about Spring? Songs you may want to sing as you
start spring cleaning. As the sun streams through your windows, dulled by the winter
weather do you feel a song coming on? If you venture into the garden to tidy up, after
the ravages of winter weather, do you feel a song coming on?

One of my favourite songs written by Sidney Edward Cox has these lines:
‘Make my heart a garden wherein flowers may grow.
Spreading heavenly beauty in this world below.’
Maybe as you read a new book or re-read an old favourite, the opening paragraphs turn
your thoughts to Spring?
God’s Springtime, which is a book of readings and prayers for Lent by Joyce Huggett,
opens with the question:
‘What is Spring? asked by the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins.’
The answer, quoted from ‘May Magnificat, Liverpool: Sisters of Notre Dame’ is growth
in everything:
‘flesh and fleece, fur and feather, grass and green world all together’ and in Hopkins’ own
poem ‘Spring’ he tells us ‘nothing so beautiful as Spring.’
The feeling of beauty can also be felt at the beginning of each new season as they come
around. Something new, clean, fresh and unspoiled certainly has its appeal. Hymns like:
‘New every morning is the love our wakening and uprising prove; through sleep and
darkness safely brought, restored to life and power and thought’ by John Keble or the
Max Bygraves’ favourite ‘Tulips from Amsterdam’.
Kenneth Grahame’s character Mole from his book Wind in the Willows has him spring
cleaning his little home. He feels something calling him out into the sunshine and the
stirrings of a soft breeze and new springtime adventures opening the possibilities of new
friendships, new pleasures and personal growth.
This springtime may we feel renewal, new love and a new understanding, new strength
and purpose, a new vision for the future and a fresh awareness of God.
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Poetry to ponder
Now the Green Blade Riseth
Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain.
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again that with the dead has been:

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain,
Thinking that he never would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

Forth He cam at Easter, like the risen grain.
Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain;
Quick from the dead the risen One is seen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

When our hearts are weary, grieving, or in pain,
Jesus’ touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

John Macleod Campbell Crum

John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872 - 1958) was an Anglican priest and poet. He was a
canon at Canterbury Cathedral. Now the Green Blade Riseth is probably his best known
poem which he wrote to be set to a popular French tune: Noel Nouvelet. It became a
popular Easter hymn.

5

The Wisdom of Trees - Final Part
Trees make, enrich and retain the soils. Their
roots go deeper and bring up minerals beyond the
reach of other plants. The decaying leaves
provide nutrients to feed plant roots too. Trees
circulate oxygen by freeing carbon dioxide in the
air to use the carbon making wood. Psalm 1 says,
‘Blessed is the man who obeys God and does not
listen to those who mock God or hinder your
beliefs.’
When we apply God’s wisdom by living a godly life we will be like a tree that soaks up
water and bears luscious fruit; we are to soak up God’s word, producing actions and
attitudes that honour God.
Jeremiah 17:7 and 8 tells us much the same story. Those who trust in the Lord flourish
like trees, planted by the waterside and will have the strength needed to cope with their
own needs and be able to reach out to help other people too. A willow tree thrives rivers
by the riverside. Its roots go deep into the moist soil to nurture its roots supplying water
to the tree.
In the four gospels the story is told of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. John 12:
12 and 13 says, ‘the crowd took palm branches and went out to meet Jesus, shouting
‘Hosanna. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ Palm Sunday is still a
special day in the church calendar and leads us up to our Easter celebrations. The life
span of a palm tree can be up to 100 years, depending on the size of the trunk of the tree
which absorbs and holds water.
There are about 2,600 species of palm tree. The leaves, or fronds, are either feather like
or fan shaped. The flowers grow on a special branch just for carrying the great number of
usually white star shaped flowers. The most common fruits that grow on palm trees are
coconuts and dates. The tallest palm tree can grow to a height of 60 metres (200 feet).
The smallest just 30 centimetres, (12 inches).
The largest seed in the world comes from a palm tree. In the height of Egyptian culture,
palm trees were worshipped by many and an indication of the importance of palms in
ancient times is mentioned more than 30 times in the bible (look them up) . For example
Psalm 92:12 says ‘the righteous flourish like a palm tree’. The palm branch was a symbol
of triumph and victory in early Christian times. The Romans rewarded champions in
games and military service with its branches to symbolise victory.
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Early Christians used palm branches to symbolise the victory of the faithful over the
enemies of the soul and, as in the Palm Sunday festival, celebrating the triumphal entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem. In Judaism the palm represents peace, plenty and rejoicing and may
also symbolise the tree of life.
Psalm 137: 1-6 tells the story of the Israelites capture in Babylon. They tell how they
weep over the bitterness of captivity. Some versions of the Bible refer to the trees where
it says ‘By the rivers of Babylon we hung our harps on the willow trees’ because in their
sorrow they could not find any joy in music and song. Other versions quote poplar trees
which have willow like leaves. It is known that the white willow is native to Palestine and
grows on most streams in Northern Palestine.
A thought from this scripture reminds us of the times of sorrow in our lives when we
would find it hard or difficult to imagine singing joyful songs again.
In the book of Genesis 8:11 we read the
story of Noah’s ark and the flood of the then
known earth. When the rains ceased, Noah
sent out a bird to see if it could find
anywhere to land. First he sent a raven
which kept flying around, but a dove that he
sent out a second time came back with an
olive leaf from an almost indestructible wild
olive tree. Like most trees, when the olive
tree is pruned new branches grow. Some
ancient olive trees are over one thousand
years old and still produce fruit.
The olive tree (as shown in the photo above) was the most valuable tree in the Biblical
world and symbolised prosperity and blessings of the Lord. Olive oil had many uses in
Biblical times, such as in baking, lighting, ceremonial and healing. It is still a valuable
commodity today. At one time the Mount of Olives had large olive groves with an oil
press at the foot of it. The Garden of Gethsemane still has a few ancient and gnarled
olive trees, remnants of the groves that once flourished there.
The Tree of Life of the knowledge of Good and Evil is referred to in the first book of the
Bible: Genesis 2 and in the last book: Revelation 22. In this life we can gain a lot of
knowledge about how to live in a good and Godly way. The Bible speaks about eternal life.
In many ways it describes this free gift from God and hints at the aspects of what the
future would be like if we have accepted Christ’s gift of eternal life
Joy
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Heroes of Faith: Gladys Aylward
When I became a Christian in 1975 my spiritual diet was Bible reading and Christian
biographies. One life that impacted me was that of Gladys Aylward, a remarkable
missionary to China from 1932 to 1949.
Gladys was born in north London in 1902 to a working-class family and had only limited
education. She was a small woman, only four foot ten inches in height, with a Cockney
accent. Gladys worked as a housemaid and, after becoming a Christian, was seized by a
desire to share the gospel in China. She applied to the China Inland Mission and was
accepted on a three-month course to assess her suitability. She was rejected on the
grounds that she would be unlikely to learn the difficult Chinese language and be unable
to manage and cope with life in the Far East. Disappointed, Gladys returned to domestic
service but her vision for China continued to prompt her. Eventually, she heard of an
elderly lady missionary in China who needed a companion. But how was she to get
there? She had no organisation to support her and didn’t have the money for the boat
fare. So in 1932, Gladys simply decided to go to China by train. She went across Europe
and joined the Trans-Siberian Express which took her towards Vladivostok. It was a
hazardous journey and at its eastern end she found herself caught up in fighting
between Russia and China. Finally, after five and a half weeks and surviving all sorts of
hazards, she reached her destination of Yangcheng in central China.
Staying with this elderly missionary, Gladys immersed herself in the language and culture
and adopted local dress. Confounding the verdict previously delivered on her, Gladys
became fluent in Chinese. An old inn was rented and named The Inn of the Eight
Happinesses after the eight noble values: love, virtue, gentleness, tolerance, loyalty,
truth, beauty and devotion. The inn provided an outstanding opportunity for sharing the
gospel, and over the next few years Gladys led many people to Christ.
The local authorities approved of Gladys and when the government outlawed the
traditional practice of binding the feet of young girls, she was appointed an official
inspector to check the law was being obeyed. She demanded - and received - the right
to tell the women and girls about Jesus in the course of her work. She was even called
to intervene in a murderous prison uprising and not only quelled the riot but was able to
get conditions for the prisoners improved. Gladys soon found herself caring for a
growing number of orphans. Her efforts at helping people earned her the name ‘Ai-weh
-deh’ which means ‘Virtuous One’.
By 1937 China had become involved in a complicated and bloody three-way conflict
between the government, communist insurgents under Mao Tse Tung and an invading
Japanese army.
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Wanting to identify with those she served, Gladys abandoned her British nationality and
became a Chinese citizen. After a Japanese advance she found herself behind enemy
lines; she reported information to the Chinese authorities, an action that eventually led
her to be on a Japanese ‘Wanted’ poster.
The war worsened and Gladys was injured in a bombing raid. Realising that her orphans
needed to be taken away from the fighting, she led more than a hundred children in an
epic trek over the mountains to safety. When, after 27 days, Gladys finally delivered the
children to an orphanage beyond the war zone, she collapsed with typhus and
malnutrition. Although Gladys made a recovery and continued her work and witness in
other parts of China, her health was affected by what she had undergone and in 1949
she returned to England. Although she wanted to go back to China the new communist
government was opposed to Christianity, making the return impossible. Gladys
remained based in England, preaching widely, before eventually going to British
administered Hong Kong and finally settling in Taiwan. There she founded the Gladys
Aylward Orphanage with which she worked until her death in 1970.
Gladys’ remarkable story became the subject of a book, The Small Woman, by Alan
Burgess. It was a bestseller and was turned into a film, The Inn of the Sixth Happiness,
which was released in 1958. The film annoyed Gladys because it took enormous
liberties with her story, not least in having her portrayed by the tall, blonde, Swedish
actress Ingrid Bergman. Ironically, however, it raised the profile of both Gladys and,
more to her liking, the gospel she preached.

The life of Gladys Aylward is full of virtues: courage, compassion and an extraordinary
determination. Three things strike me.
First, Gladys Aylward is a challenge to the complacent. She had a lifelong and
unquenchable hunger to see men and women on the other side of the world come to
Jesus. Where are her successors today? The church desperately needs people with her
passion and zeal for people and the gospel.

Second, Gladys Aylward is an example of faith to the hesitant. She didn’t simply believe
something about God, she had a faith that motivated her to face challenges and
overcome obstacles. I find myself wishing for more examples of such Spirit-inspired
faithful determination that will attempt and achieve great things for God.
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Third, Gladys Aylward is an encouragement to the discouraged. Gladys was a little woman
who viewed herself as being ordinary. Nevertheless, she put her trust in God and he used
her in an extraordinary way. She faced a succession of obstacles, yet in Christ she overcame them all.
Throughout her Christian life Gladys relied on Philippians 3:10: ‘I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.’ She found it true for her; may we find it true for us today.
J. John
Reverend Canon
Submitted by Rita Morse

Thank You to St Francis’ Church
From George and Gill Fisher
We would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks for
everyone's love, support and prayers during Mum's (Ivy’s) illness and
passing. We would also like to thank those who attended Mum's funeral
and the flower ladies for creating the beautiful flower arrangements.
The donations totalled a sum of £501.49 which has now been received by
Rotherham Hospital.

A Thought for Good Friday
On Good Friday, the most sacred day of the year, when God’s justice and mercy are
intertwined, I take heart for myself and the whole human race by meditating on this
text: “There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people”. (1 Timothy 2:5)
Archbishop John Sentamu
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Flowers for the glory of God
If you would like to commemorate a special
family occasion; please consider a donation
to the Flower Fund for an arrangement to
be placed in church on the Sunday nearest
to your special occasion.
It may be you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in
memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you
wish, include a special note with the flowers showing to whom they
are dedicated.
For further details please contact Christina Higton or Dorothy
Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators, at church.

There are no flowers
in church during
Lent. The flower
arrangement in the
photo will be on
display in the porch
until Easter to
welcome visitors to
St Francis Church
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A Lenten Memory
In my youth as I attended Sunday School at The Salvation Army. We
children were encouraged to collect ‘ship halfpennies’ and
‘lighthouse’ pennies throughout the forty days of Lent. To do this,
our pocket money had to be changed, by whatever means
possible ,into these coins.
Anyone and everyone were approached. Purses and pockets had to be checked by any
child asking to exchange their coins in return for any halfpennies with a ship on it or a
penny with a lighthouse on it.
How exciting Sunday School became in those days, as each Sunday children would lay
out their coins, snaking around the hall in a long winding path. This discipline held many
lessons for us as youngsters and, perhaps like me, have stood many of us ‘in good stead’
as the expression goes.
Firstly, Bible stories told of incidents in the Bible about ships and boats from the Old and
New Testaments. Secondly, while the word “lighthouse” itself does not appear in stories
in the Bible, translators and interpreters give it life in the many verses that portray God,
the Word, and Christ as embodiments light. As symbols of
Christianity, lighthouses have special meaning. Jesus, light of the
world shining to save us from incidents in our lives that would
overwhelm us by the storms we face as we journey through life.
Thirdly, the joy and excitement of having to explain our mission at
that time to anyone and everyone we dare approach to exchange
our coins for a good and worthy cause.
Unselfishly, our pocket money became our act of self-denial in an exciting way and not
as a penance: firstly, the joy of giving instilled at an early age and secondly, the
realisation of the help of a good cause that our small coins, gathered together could
make a huge difference to someone or something.
The saying about teaching a child early in the right way to live and they will remember it
all their lives has borne spiritual fruit for many people down the years of time (Proverbs
22:6.)
Lent this year holds many different memories as the past two years have changed lives
so dramatically and as a new beginning of hopefully a brighter future unfolds we can
make new and wonderful memories.
JOY
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Book Reviews
On Earth as in Heaven – through the year with Tom Wright
By Tom Wright, SPCK, £19.99
Christians of all traditions have long regarded the writings of Tom
Wright as a rich source of guidance for living faithfully in today’s
world.
His bestselling books, including Simply Christian, Simply Jesus,
and Surprised by Hope, have encouraged millions worldwide. Now,
whether you are new to Wright’s books or already a fan, you can
enjoy their wisdom each day with this thoughtful selection of 365
daily meditations that feature short passages from his classic works.
The devotions begin on Easter Day, the first day of new creation, and
then follow the seasons of the Christian year to end with a second
Easter and the invitation to begin again.

Reflecting on the biblical themes of beauty, power, spirituality, justice, truth, freedom
and love, these daily meditations will invigorate and sustain you as you cultivate a Christlike life ‘on earth as in heaven’.

The Easter Story
By Karen Williamson, illustrated by Marie Allen, Candle
Books, £6.99
Here is a book for sharing with your toddlers and young
children, perfect for bedtimes leading up to Easter.

It is written as a continuous journey, from ‘A noisy entry’ where Jesus is walking to
Jerusalem, ‘A meal to remember’ where Jesus ate with twelve special friends, through to
Jesus appearing to His special friends and His ascension. The story is expanded to give a
little more detail and to enable it to be read as a continuous story over a number of days,
leading up to Easter.

Look at it this way
Every evening I turn my troubles over to God. Why not? He’s going to be up all night
anyway.
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Angela Parker has been a member of our Mothers’ Union branch for many years. As a
member of Mothers’ Union Angel has held many positions, including vice president,
branch organiser and her current role as AFIA (Away From It All) organiser. This role,
Angela said, was by far the most rewarding she has undertaken for Mothers’ Union. We
were therefore delighted that Angela spoke about AFIA and how it has helped so many
families over the years.
Mothers’ Union has two projects which is funded by members. Firstly, the Mothers’
Union overseas project and this is funded from a proportion of the membership
subscriptions and is organised by the Mothers’ Union Headquarters, Mary Sumner House
in London.
The second is AFIA and the objectives are determined by Mary Sumner House but fund
raising and organisation are the responsibilities of branches in the different diocese.
The aim of AFIA is to provide much needed holidays for people who have not been able
to afford a holiday for four years. This could be for a family or an individual who is able to
take someone with them for company. The fund pays for a caravan holiday at Haven
Holidays either in Cleethorpes or Mabelthorpe for a week. The eligibility criteria are that
people cannot afford a holiday because their income is spent on basic living costs with no
cash left to save for a holiday and they have not had a holiday for four years.
People cannot apply directly. They are nominated by a sponsor who might be a teacher,
doctor, clergy or church members who complete the application form and make sure the
details are correct. Sponsorship means they are confirming the needs of the people being
nominated and there is no cost involved for the sponsor.
Angela said that applications are discussed with the Action and Outreach co-ordinator.
AFIA pays for the accommodation only. Successful applicants are responsible for making
their own travel arrangements. Angela will contact the Deanery leader who will arrange a
hamper of appropriate food to help out and the cost of this is reclaimed from Mothers’
Union Diocesan funds.
As well as the cost of caravan the fund also purchase a family fun pass which enables the
family or individual to use the amenities such as the swimming pool, shows and other
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entertainments on the holiday site.
Costs vary because families want to go during the school holidays, which is high season
and therefore more expensive. If an individual is going they can take a companion
because no additional cost is incurred as the caravan is already paid for.
Last year AFIA funded six holidays, four were holidays that had been delayed because of
the pandemic and two were new holidays. The holidays are given based on need. It is not
limited to Christians only.
Angela shared some letters of thanks she has received from families who have benefitted
from the holidays. The enjoyment experienced by the correspondents shone through the
words read by Angela.
We are very grateful to Angela for all the work she does for AFIA and we look forward to
more fundraising for such an important cause.
On Friday 1st April the Bramley branch of Mothers’ Union will be providing coffee at
Sheffield Cathedral.
Our April meeting will not be in church as we will be enjoying our annual lunch get
together. This year we will be going to the Marina Fish Restaurant on 11th April.

Irene Magill

All Change for the Art and Craft Group
The Art and Craft Group has been meeting for several months and is attracting a regular
attendance from the wider community of Bramley. We have decided to change the name
of our Group to Bramley Friendship Group as we felt this would reflect the friendliness of
the people who come from the Bramley community. There will still be opportunities to
bring crafts, play board games and have a natter over a cuppa.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 7th April between 2 - 4:00pm. You will be made
very welcome. Why not bring along a friend?

Advice to Gardeners:
The easiest way to tell the difference between young plants and weeds is to pull up
everything. If they come up again, they’re weeds.
Anon
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Browsing the Bible Part 6
The Old Testament
Ezekiel served as a Jewish ‘street preacher’ in Babylon for
22 years and lived out what he preached, telling people to
live as God intended, to obey his teachings and turn from
their wicked ways. It is also a book of hope and blessings
of God’s timeless truth, love and power. In Chapter 37 we
read the story of the ‘Valley of dry bones’ reflected in a
popular Christian song.
Daniel We read in the book of Daniel about King Nebuchadnezzar and Shadrach, Meshack
and Abednego, who defied the king. They would not bow down and worship before a
golden image. They were thrown into a fiery furnace. You can read this story in Chapter
3. There is a familiar expression ‘the writing is on the wall’ or ‘You have been weighed in
the balance and found wanting’ which is found in Chapter 5:27.
The story of Daniel in the lion’s den is found in Chapter 6.
Hosea This book starts with an almost unbelievable request from God to Hosea to marry a
woman named Gomer, an unfaithful woman who has children by other men. He did so
and they had three children together. This historical story whether literal or figurative of
marriage, is an object lesson in Israel’s fallen relationship with God as they mixed Baal
worship with God. Hosea forgave his wife’s adultery and it serves as a lesson about how
God forgives sins because of his love for us. This reminds us that true repentance opens
up a way to new beginnings.
Joel This book in the bible could well be a story for us today as we hear our own version
of our world today and climate change. Back in 835 to 796BC the people of Judah had
become prosperous and complacent, taking God for granted. They had a lifestyle that
could lead to calamity for the environment.
Chapter 1 starts with an invasion of locusts, the destruction of the land, but ended with its
restoration and blessings from God for a people of peace.
Amos was a layman, a shepherd and dresser of fig trees. God sent him as a prophet to
the northern kingdom of Israel to denounce the social and religious corruption. The
wealthy people were enjoying peace and prosperity but were oppressing the poor, selling
them into slavery.
The message then as now is the same – God made all people. We must stop injustice, be
compassionate and care for people in need.
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The New Testament
Titus was probably a Greek convert to Christianity through Paul’s teachings. He was sent
to the island of Crete with instructions for the church. Titus was to appoint elders and
maintain proper organisation and discipline.
Today, churches have responsibilities to live as representatives of Christ, putting faith
into practice by serving others.

Philomen This small book is a masterpiece of grace and tact, and a profound
demonstration of the power of Christ and true Christian fellowship in action.
Philemon was probably a wealthy member of the Colossian church. Slavery was
common in the Roman Empire and evidently some Christians had slaves. Onesimus was
Philemon’s runaway slave who had stolen some money. Onesimus came in contact with
Paul, who persuaded him to go back and make amends, even if it meant great
punishment to himself. Paul wrote a letter and sent Tychicus as moral support asking
Philemon to be lenient with his slave. Paul does not condemn slavery but makes a
radical statement by calling this slave Philemon’s brother in Christ. He begs Philemon, as
his friend, to forgive Onesimus for running away and not to punish him but to forgive
him ‘for Christ’s sake.’ He did this because of his faith and his Christian love.
Joy

The Reason for Conferences
A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can do nothing, but together
can decide that nothing can be done.
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Praying for Ukraine
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued a pastoral letter to the clergy and
people of the Church of England, calling on them to pray for peace in Ukraine.
They wrote: “This attack is an act of evil, imperilling as it does the relative peace and
security that Europe has enjoyed for so long. The attack by one nation on a free,
democratic country has rightly provoked outrage, sanctions, and condemnation.
“We lament with the people of Ukraine, and we pray for the innocent, the frightened
and those who have lost loved ones, homes, and family.
“We continue to call for a ceasefire and the withdrawal of Russian forces as well as
wide-ranging efforts to ensure peace, stability and security.”
The PCC of St Francis’ Church has responded to the call of the Archbishops to ray for
Ukraine and have introduced the prayer written by the Archbishops to the Sunday
morning service. Copies of the prayer were given out at the end of the service on 5th
March, so people could use it in their personal prayer. A special candle is also lit at the
Sunday morning service, to represent the light of Christ shining in the world at this
time.
The prayer is reproduced as follows:
A Prayer for Ukraine
God of justice and peace,
We pray for the people of Ukraine today.

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
That your spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace
for wisdom, discernment and compassion
To guide their decisions.

Above all, we pray for all your precious children at risk and in fear,
That you would hold them and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen
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Children’s Corner
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Children’s Corner
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Important Dates for your Diary
Thursday 7th April 12 - 1:00pm Lent Lunch at Blessed
Trinity Church Hall, Northfield Lane Wickerlsey.
Sunday 10th April - Palm Sunday - 6pm St Alban’s church
Wickersley: The way of the cross.
Thursday 14th April 12 - 1:00pm Lent Lunch at St Alban’s

Barn, Wickersely.
Thursday 14th April at 7:00pm Maundy Thursday: Holy Communion in St. Francis’
church.
Good Friday 15th April at 10:00am St. Alban’s Family Service and march of witness to the
Tanyard and Methodist church;
13:00 Ravenfield: walk from the Cavalier pub to church for a service; and
14:30 St Alban’s:church: one-hour meditation at the cross.
Thursday 12th May at 7:00pm in St. Francis’ church: Annual Parochial Church Meeting.
Friday 20th May at 7:00pm in St. Francis’ church: Community Concert for the Platinum
Jubilee. More details to follow in the next issue of Signpost.

The hall at St Francis' church can be hired for
special events, meetings etc.
Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members.
Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50
a year for ¼ page of A5
Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or email:
bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
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Local Advertisements
Fully Qualified,
Fully Insured
Professional Foot Care by
Foot Health Professionals
Let us take care of your feet:
*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas
*Cracked heels, Dry Skin
*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot
*Diabetic Foot Care
*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments
*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams

in the comfort of your own home or in
our clinic

Tel: 01709 207300
www.krfootcareservices.co.uk
Enhanced DBS

JOHN’S FUNERAL
SERVICE
An Independent Family Business

Providing a Complete,
Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour
Service
Private Chapels of Rest
set in tranquil gardens
Pre-payment Plans Available
Catering Provided
Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883
88-90 Katherine Road, Thurcroft
Rotherham S66 9HR
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Worship Celebrations during April 2022
All Sunday Morning Services at 10:00am
Sunday 3rd - Holy Communion
Sunday 10th -Palm Sunday -Morning Prayer and Baptism
Sunday 17th - EASTER DAY Holy Communion
Sunday 24th - Morning Prayer
Maundy Thursday 14th April - Holy Communion: 7:00pm in St
Francis’ Church.
Good Friday 15th April: Silverwood Mission Area services—for
details please see page in this issue of Signpost.
Please check the church bulletin should the Government’s easing of
Covid rules change.
Face masks are no longer mandatory but people are encouraged to
continue to wear them in church. Hand sanitising gel is available
for use on entering the church and is available at various points in
church. Refreshments will be served at the end of the service.

Contact Details for St Francis’ Church
www.stfrancisbramley.org
Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com

St Francis Church Bramley
Church Office: Tel 01709 702576.
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