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At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

Church, Tel: 702576,  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the 

above telephone number and e-mail address. 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com  Deadline: 15th of the month.  

• Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or 

visit our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Wardens:  Mr Alan Taylor and Mr Terry Walker 

Important Notice 

Please note all our groups are suspended at present.   We will, of course, let 
you know when we can again start our activities.   

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on the resumption of church activities.  
The church is re-opening for services and social distancing is in place. Face 
masks must be worn.   

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Rev. Canon Neil Bowler 

     Assistant Priest in the Silverwood Mission Partnership until 24th December 2020 

    Tel: 01709 851556 

    E-mail: Neil.Bowler@sheffield.anglican.org 

 

 St Francis Bramley                      @stfranbram  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ Church  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Message from Revd Canon Neil Bowler: Love Came Down at 

Christmas 

Comfort and Joy 

Twelve Days of Christmas 

365 Gifts—Final Part  

Poetry to Ponder—Good News from Heaven the Angels Sing  

Famous Christmas Quotes: Who Said …? Quiz 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

As we begin Advent, the season when as Christians we prepare for the coming of Jesus as 

a baby and also His second coming as our King, there is uncertainty about what 

arrangements will be in place for us to celebrate Christmas.  What we do know is that 

celebrations will be different as we cannot join in singing the traditional carols.  We can 

still come and adore Him.   

The guidelines can change very quickly so check the  church website, Facebook page or 

Twitter for up to date information for services in December and January. 

 

Worship Celebrations During December and January 

Following the most recent lockdown, which is due to end on 2nd December 2020, church  

services are scheduled to resume on Sunday 6th December 2020 and details are on the 

back page.  Face masks  must be worn and social distancing must be maintained.  Hand 

sanitisers must be used before entering church and leaving church.  Names will be 

recorded for track and trace purposes.  Please check the bulletin, Facebook page or church 

website for up-to-fate information. 
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Love Came Down at Christmas 

 

Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, love divine; 

Love was born at Christmas, 

Star and angels gave the sign. 

 

Worship we the Godhead, 

Love, incarnate, love divine; 

Worship we our Jesus, 

But wherewith for sacred sign? 

 

Love shall be our token 

Love shall be yours and love be mine, 

Love to God and all men, 

Love for plea and gift and sign. 

This beautiful poem by Christina Rossetti (who is one of my favourite 19th century female 

poets) has been described by some, in the way that it’s written, as being ‘simple, direct 

and yet also sincere.’ But this, however, is no criticism, because I’m going to suggest that 

within its simplicity, within its directness and within its sincerity, it has great strength, in 

the way it focuses us upon the embodiment of God’s love in the birth of a child, the birth 

of Jesus. 

Some of us might well have celebrated many Christmas mornings over the years, whilst for 

others this might be their first, but there has been no time in our generation that it has 

ever been so important, given what we have all been and continue to live through 

individually and together, to remind ourselves and others of the special place that the 

birth of God’s love upon earth should have in our lives. 
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Over the past year I’ve seen and read about many acts of unconditional love being done 

to help a friend, to help a neighbour and to help a stranger. When I see or hear of such 

acts of love, I’m always reminded of the passage from 1 John 4 v16 where it says; ‘God is 

love, and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.’ In those unconditional 

acts of love people have made visible the presence of God’s love itself. 

In and through the birth of Jesus we have the human birth of God’s love and with it 

comes our hope. Because even in the darkest of moments, God’s love and light, can and 

does shine, bringing both comfort as well as joy. As one year draws to its close and we 

look towards a future that will be hopefully free from ‘lockdowns’ and social distancing, 

we do so as Christians with the hope that was given to us in the birth of God’s son, in the 

birth of God’s love. 

May I take this opportunity, as I prepare to leave to take up a new role in the Oxford 

Diocese, to wish all who live, study and work in Bramley a very happy and joy filled 

Christmas and may God's love and God's light shine in your lives. 

Love and prayers 

Revd Neil 

Thank you Neil for your wonderful contributions to Signpost Magazine. We will miss you 

but send our love and prayers  as you begin your new ministry in the Diocese of Oxford.  

Irene, Editor 
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Advent and Christmas 2020 

This is the title and logo that the Church of England is using for Christmas 2020.  Its 
website says: ‘Comfort and Joy holds together the hope that Christmas will bring joy and 
celebration after a uniquely difficult year with an acknowledgement that – for those who 
have lost loved ones or livelihoods, or who are potentially still not able to be together 
with loved ones – it may be the Church’s role, both nationally and locally, to provide 
consolation, rather than assume everyone will be ready to join in jubilation.’ 

You can find more information here: https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/
preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy 

This includes links to a booklet of reflections over Christmas and a free daily mobile 
phone app. Last year’s ‘Follow the Star’ app was excellent. 

 

Locally, at St Francis Bramley and across our Mission Partnership, we want to offer the 
following  

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
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Light in the Darkness is a chance to engage in a weekly online discussion via Zoom 
(meeting for 60-75 minutes). Rev Dr Bill Goodman, who wrote the material, says: 

Its main aim is to help us reflect on our experience during an extraordinary year which 
is now drawing towards its close.  In doing so, we also look forward as we enter a new 
season and new year. The four parts are based around four words which have been 
central to many people’s experience during all the upheavals of 2020. 

Tue 1 Dec 7.15pm  Distance 
Tue 8 Dec 7.15pm  Safe 
Tue 15 Dec 7.15pm   Trust 
Tue 22 Dec 7.15pm  Normal 

You need to register, but all are welcome. Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com and we 
will send you the link. 

Carol Service 20 December at 6.00pm  

Streamed live on YouTube from our 

neighbouring church, St Alban’s 
Wickersley. At least you can have a good 
sing of the carols at home! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA  

 

Christmas Eve Communion  

24 December: 6.00pm at St Francis’ 
Church, Covid restrictions permitting!  

Christmas Day Family Service  

10.00am St Francis Bramley (again subject to 
Covid rules). 

In church services are limited to about 40 
people but have good social distancing. 
Masks must be worn at present. 

John Hibberd 

 

Angels on High 

The young minister was tense as he announced a Christmas carol for his first live-
streamed church service. ‘Our next hymn,’ he said, ‘is “Angels We Have Heard Get High”.’’  

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA
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Christingle 2020 
 

This year we are joining together with St Leonards’ Church, Thrybergh, to bring you an 
online Christingle service.  This will take place on Sunday 6th December at 5:00pm via 
Zoom.  
 
Please book online via https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/silverwood-mission-partnership-
christingle-service-online-tickets-129655439911 to reserve your DIY Christingle kit which 
you can collect before the service.  (All you need to provide is the orange!)  
 
Hope to see you there for lots of fun as we celebrate the Light of Christ and raise money 
for The Children's Society. 
 

Dan Fall 

 

Bakery 

Did you hear about the bakery that was burgled at Christmas? Everything was stollen! 

Toe 

If athletes get athlete’s foot, what do astronauts get?  Missile toe. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/silverwood-mission-partnership-christingle-service-online-tickets-129655439911
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/silverwood-mission-partnership-christingle-service-online-tickets-129655439911
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AT HOME IN ADVENT.  
 
As well as the Advent Course Alan and Joyce Taylor 
recommend reading ‘At Home in Advent’ which is suitable 
from Advent to Epiphany. 
 
The book is a domestic journey from Advent to Epiphany by 
Gordon Giles. It’s just what is needed to encourage us 
through the coming days.  A spiritual take on Christmas 
jumpers reminding us of homeless and destitute 
people.  Chocolate, coffee, Christmas dinner, Christmas cake 
and wine just to whet your appetite, and then a Christmas 
walk to compensate and much, much more. 
‘At Home for Advent’ is available from Eden Books. 
 

 

Christmas cake 

Every Christmas, composer Giacomo Puccini would have a 
cake baked for each of his friends.  One year, having 
quarrelled with Arturo Toscanini just before Christmas, he 
tried to cancel the order for the conductor's cake.  But it 
was too late, as the cake had already been dispatched. 

The following day, Toscanini received a telegram from 
Puccini: "Cake sent by mistake." 

He replied by return: "Cake eaten by mistake." 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas 
 

On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me - 
‘I’m glad we bought fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree.’ 

 
On the second day of Christmas much laughter could be heard 

As we tucked into our turkey – a most delicious bird. 
 

On the third day of Christmas we’d people from next door, 
The turkey tasted just as good as it had the day before. 

 
Day four relations came to stay, (poor Gran is looking old), 

We finished up the Christmas pud and ate the turkey – cold. 
 

On the fifth day of Christmas outside the snow flakes flurried 
But we were nice and warm inside, we had our turkey – curried. 

 
On the sixth day I must admit the Christmas spirit died 

The children fought and bickered, we ate turkey rissoles – fried 
 

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave a wince 
When he sat down at the table and was offered turkey – mince. 

 
Day eight our nerves were getting frayed, the dog had run for shelter, 

I served up turkey pancakes with a glass of Alka-Seltzer. 
 

On day nine our cat left home, by lunch time Dad was blotto, 
He said he had to have a drink – to face the turkey risotto. 

 
On the tenth day of Christmas the air was rather blue. And everybody grumbled at 

eating turkey stew.  
 

By the eleventh day of Christmas the Christmas tree was moulting - 
The mince pies were as hard as rock and the turkey was – revolting. 

 
But on the twelfth day of Christmas Dad smacked his lips - 

the guests had gone, the turkey too, we dined on fish and chips! 
 

Anonymous. 
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Slade sang “I wish it could be Christmas every day”, and certainly according to this 
writing it was, at least for the first 11 days.  At our church, our previous leader 
challenged us to leave one of our Christmas decorations out all year, as a reminder that 
it can be Christmas every day. 
 
The spirit of Christmas is wonderful, people seem to take on a different persona. 
Presents are donated to people we don't know and have never seen.  Christmas day 
dinners are provided to the homeless, and underprivileged and there seems to be a 
lightness of spirit around, (maybe apart from the long queues in supermarkets). 
 
So how do we keep this kind of spirit alive every day?  We allow the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave up everything to enter our world as a helpless child, and live here on earth, to 
enter our lives by the power of His Holy Spirit, and dwell within us.  He will guide, guard 
and keep us close to Him helping us to make good and wise decisions as we live out our 
lives here on earth.  We take our example from the Kings who brought gifts to the baby 
Jesus, who, having been warned by an angel of impending danger, returned home by 
another route.  We too may need to change our direction in life if the life we are living is 
dangerous to our eternal future. 
 
The shepherds remind us of a simple faith and obedience. They, when told, again by 
angels, go and worship the new-born babe. Is there something you feel compelled to 
do, but haven't yet heeded? 
 
The story tells us that there was no room in Bethlehem that night, but the inn keeper 
gave what he had, a stable, a place in which Mary could have her child.  May we be able 
to sing or say this Christmas ‘Come to my heart Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for 
Thee’. 
 
Happy Christmas everyone and God Bless. 
 
Sylvia Bird. 
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Holy Days in December  

4th December - St Osmond 

Osmond came to England from France shortly after 1066, and he was a Norman, 
following William the Conqueror.   

Osmond himself was no soldier, but a gifted and godly man, with a great gift of 
administration.  He became royal chaplain, and then chancellor in 1072, producing 
numerous royal letters and charters for the king.  In 1078 he was made bishop of 
Salisbury.  As such, he completed and consecrated the cathedral, and formed such an 
outstanding chapter and constitution that it later became a model for other English 
cathedrals.  Osmond took part in the preparation of the Domesday Book and was present 
when it was presented to William in April 1086.  He died in 1099, well respected for his 
purity and learning, and his lack of avarice and ambition. 

6th December: St Nicholas 

Who was St Nicholas? Sometimes, he’s Father Christmas, sometimes Santa Claus, and as 
well as St Nicholas, which is his real name. Whatever he’s called, his function is the same,  
delivering presents to children at Christmas. 

St Nicholas was bishop of Myra, in the country we now call Turkey, in the fourth century.  
He was known as the friend of the poor, and especially poor or abused children.  At (or 
just before) Christmas he went around handing out presents to them, as well as rescuing 
some from dreadful circumstances.  

The original good bishop from 1600 years ago is remembered by the Church on 6th 
December, and the lucky children in Belgium and the Netherlands get their presents then. 

25th December— Christmas and St Luke’s Gospel 

It is to St Luke’s wonderful gospel that many Christians turn as the year draws to a close 
and Christmas approaches, for it is to St Luke that we owe the fullest account of the 
nativity.   

Luke alone tells us the story of Mary and the angel’s visit to her, and has thus given the 
Church the wonderful Magnificat of Mary.  He alone tells us the story of Simeon’s hymn 
of praise, thus giving us the wonderful Nunc Dimittis.  Luke alone tells us the story of how 
the angels appeared to the shepherds and how the shepherds then visited the infant 
Jesus. So, imagine Christmas cards and nativity scenes every year without the shepherds 
arriving to visit baby Jesus.  Imagine school nativity plays without our children dressed as 
shepherds or sheep.  So – thank you, Luke! 

What makes it so amazing is that Luke was not a Jew!  The man who wrote the fullest 
nativity story, and indeed more of the New Testament than any other single person, was a 
Gentile! 
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Holy Days in January 

6th January—The Feast of Epiphany 

On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the wise men to the baby Jesus.  But 
who were these wise men?  No one knows for sure.  Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and 
that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia.  It wasn’t until the 
third century that they were called kings - by a church father, Tertullian.   

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond with the gifts 
given.  Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom 
and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of 
healing - and even embalming.  Certainly, Jesus challenged and set aright the way in 
which the world handled all three of these things.  Since the 8th century, the magi have 
had the names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. 

26th January -Timothy and Titus  

The books of First and Second Timothy and Titus are what are known as the three 
pastoral letters, where Paul writes to ministers in charge of important churches instead 
of writing to the churches themselves.  Paul gives both Timothy and Titus explicit 
instructions for how to shepherd the sheep in their care.  Timothy had been given the 
responsibility of the church at Ephesus, and Titus the care of the church at Crete.   Both 
Timothy and Titus were young men, and both felt quite daunted at the task ahead of 
them! 

Timothy, half Jewish, had met Paul when he was still a child, living with his mother 
Eunice at Lystra.  Paul had come to their city and preached, and they had both become 
Christians.  Timothy had then accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey – a 
great training experience.  But experience is given to us so that we might in turn become 
productive – and in due course Paul entrusted the vastly important church of Ephesus 
into Timothy’s care.  This church was so vibrant in its faith that within 50 years so many 
Ephesians became Christians that the city’s pagan temples were almost forsaken.  A 
huge responsibility! 

Titus was a gentile, almost certainly another convert of Paul’s.  Paul had used Titus as a 
trouble-shooter with the Corinthians, and when Titus was successful in that, gave him a 
real bit of trouble: the church at Crete.  Timothy became the first bishop of Ephesus and 
was finally martyred when he opposed pagan festivals (probably in honour of Dionysius). 
He was killed by stones and clubs, easily to hand during the pagan festival of Katagogia.  
Titus went on to become the first Bishop of Crete, and is believed to have died there, 
though history does not tell us how.  His relics are supposed to be buried in Crete, 
except for his head, which was allegedly taken to Venice in 823. 

Both Timothy and Titus were good and faithful servants and could look back on lives 
well spent.  
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365 Gifts—Final Part 

 

The Gift of Furnishings—Luke 22:14:   
‘And when the hour came Jesus reclined at the table and the apostles with him.’  
Our furniture is a gift that stops us from spending our days on the floor! 
Every piece of furniture can tell it’s a story of its own.  Over the past months perhaps 
the farthest we have travelled is down memory lane.  How we love our comfy sofa or 
armchair.   
 
Do you remember the Grace ‘Be present at our table Lord, be here and everywhere 
abroad...’   Family get-togethers for that special meal at our table have been denied us 
over these past months, in many cases, so we may have lingered over a solitary meal 
with our precious memories.  Perhaps we have spent a little longer in our beds - 
particularly on a ‘grey day’.  Another prayer comes to mind, ‘As I lay me down to sleep, I 
pray the Lord my soul will keep...’ 
 
When Alan and I went to purchase a new bed we were given the advice to ‘to try it 
out.!    ‘Jump up on this one’, the sales person said.  ‘Lovely’ I replied, ‘we will buy it.’ At 
home that evening I cried - I really had made a mistake.  I can’t spend the rest of my 
days jumping up on to that ‘far too high bed’.  We had to go back the next day for a 
rethink. 
 
As we hear the Christmas story we once again remember the conditions for the birth of 
Jesus.  No soft furnishings in that cattle shed.   Only a manger for Jesus’ bed. As we 
wander around our house in these next few days, pass the time with the memories you 
cherish about your furniture and let it remind you of its story.  
Perhaps you can tell some of it in next year’s magazine as my contribution ‘365 Gifts’ 
concludes for now. 
 
‘Away in a manger, no crib for a bed; the little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head.’ 
 
Prayer:  ‘Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me for ever and love me I 
pray.’ 
 
Joyce Taylor 
 
Thank you, Joyce, for your wonderful contributions, over the last few months, which 

have reminded us the most precious gifts are often things we take for granted—Irene. 
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St Francis’ Church New PCC 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting, six months overdue, took place in church on 26th 

October.  It was well attended with 26 people in church and another nine joined via 

Zoom 

The following were elected: 

Churchwardens – Alan Taylor and Terry Walker until 2021; 

Deanery Synod – Annette Walker and Sue Watts – until 2023 

PCC – Dan Fall until 2021; 

           Yvonne Hellewell until 2021; 

           Chris Leverton until 2023; 

           Irene Magill until 2023; 

           Rita Morse until 2022; 

           Judy Sutton until 2022; and 

           Anne Walker until 2023. 

Ethan Massingham and James Moore continue as members of the PCC. 

Following the APC meeting the PCC met and appointed the following: 

Vice-Chair – in the Chair – Terry Walker 

Secretary – Irene Magill 

Treasurer – Rita Morse. 

At its meeting on 10th November the PCC co-opted Julia Fall, lay Children and Family 

Worker for St Francis’ Church to the PCC and this is for one year.  The PCC also appointed 

the Standing Committee, to undertake urgent business on behalf of the PCC between 

meetings, as follows: 

Terry Walker; 

Alan Taylor; 

Irene Magill; 

Rita Morse; 

Chris Leverton; and  

Sue Watts. 
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Children’s Corner 
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Children’s Corner 
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Famous Christmas Quotes. -   Who said …..  ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.     ‘I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.’ 
 
2.    ‘I heard the bells on Christmas Day; their old familiar carols play, and wild and 
sweet the word repeat of peace on earth, good-will to men!’ 
 
3.    ‘I stopped believing in Santa Claus when I was six. Mother took me to see him in 
a department store and he asked for my autograph.’ 
 
4.    ‘Heap on the wood! the wind is chill; 
But let it whistle as it will, 
We'll keep our Christmas merry still.’ 
 
5.    ‘The only blind person at Christmas time is he who has not Christmas in his 
heart.’ 
 
6.   ‘Love came down at Christmas; love all lovely, love divine; love was born at 
Christmas, stars and angels gave the sign.’ 
 
7. ‘Peace on earth will come to stay,  When we live Christmas every day’ 
 
 8.    ‘Let the children have their night of fun and laughter, let the gifts of Father  
Christmas delight their play.  Let us grown-ups share to the full in their unstinted 
pleasures…’ 
 
9.  ‘I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas.’ 
 
 
10.   ‘Christians awake, salute the happy morn.” 
        “Whereon the Saviour of the world was born.’ 
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11.    ‘Unless we make Christmas an occasion to share our blessings, all the snow in 
Alaska won't make it “white”.’ 
 
12.   ‘I have always thought of Christmas as a good time; a kind, forgiving, generous, 
pleasant time; a time when men and women seem to open their hearts freely, and so I 
say, God bless Christmas!" 
 
13.  ‘A Christmas Prayer 
We thank you for this place in which we dwell, 
for the love that unites us, 
for the peace accorded us this day, 
 
for the hope with which we expect the morrow, 
for the work, the health, the food 
and bright skies which make our lives 
delightful for our friends in all parts of the earth.’ 
 
14.   ‘This is the month, and this the happy morn, wherein the Son of heaven's eternal 
King, of wedded Maid and Virgin Mother born, our great redemption from above did 
bring’. 
 
15.   ‘The mystery of the Holy Night, which historically happened two thousand years 
ago, must be lived as a spiritual event in the ‘today’ of the Liturgy," the Pope clarified. 
"The Word who found a dwelling in Mary’s womb comes to knock on the heart of every 
person with singular intensity this Christmas.’ 
 
16.   ‘At Christmas I no more desire a rose 
Than wish a snow in May's new-fangled shows, 
But like of each thing that in season grows.’ 
 
17. ‘The rooms were very still while the pages were softly turned and the winter 

sunshine crept in to touch the bright heads and serious faces with a Christmas 
greeting.’ 
 

18. ‘ Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house 
           Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse’. 
 
Alan Taylor          See page 24 for the answers. 

Little 

"I didn't look much - I've only got little eyes!" 

7 year-old, about to be scolded for peeking at her Christmas presents 
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Poetry to ponder 

Good News From Heaven The Angels Sing 

A Christmas Carol For Children by Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

Good news from heaven the angels bring, 

Glad tidings to the earth they sing: 

To us this day a child is given, 

To crown us with the joy of heaven. 

This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 

Who in all need shall aid afford: 

He will Himself our Saviour be, 

From sin and sorrow set us free. 

To us that blessedness He brings, 

Which from the Father's bounty springs: 

That in the heavenly realm we may 

With Him enjoy eternal day. 

All hail, Thou noble Guest, this morn, 

Whose love did not the sinner scorn! 

In my distress Thou cam'st to me: 

What thanks shall I return to Thee? 
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Were earth a thousand times as fair, 

Beset with gold and jewels rare, 

She yet were far too poor to be 

A narrow cradle, Lord, for Thee. 

Ah, dearest Jesus, Holy Child! 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

Within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

Praise God upon His heavenly throne, 

Who gave to us His only Son: 

For this His hosts, on joyful wing, 

A blest New Year of mercy sing. 
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Flowers for the glory of God 

 At the moment there are no flowers in 

church because all church buildings 

remain closed.  However, when church 

services do resume, you might like to 

commemorate a special family 

occasion; please consider a donation 

to the Flower Fund for an 

arrangement to be  placed in church  

on the Sunday nearest your special occasion.  It may be that you 

would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in memory of a loved 

one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you wish, include a 

special note with the flowers showing to whom they are dedicated.  

For further details please contact Christina Higton or Dorothy Barnett 

Until then, we are able to 

enjoy photos of flowers in 

church before the 

lockdown which have not 

previously featured in the 

magazine. 

The flowers in the photo 

were on display in church 

for Christmas 2019. 
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Shop Early for Christmas - Fundraising for St Francis 

Autumn has arrived in this very strange and unpredictable year and as a 

continuation of our fundraising for church we have a number of beautiful 

crocheted items to keep you warm and also little Christmas gifts for family and 

friends. 

These include: 

Ear warmer headbands at £12; 

Cowl neck warmer at £14 - you can buy these two items as a set for £22; 

Tassel family wall hanging from £16 and this also includes your family name; 

Children’s pom-pom headbands at £3.50. 

We are also now doing Christmas facemasks at the normal price of £3.50 for a 

pack of two. 

Please contact Helen on 07947711746 or  Carol on 07709266265 for further 

details and colour options. 
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Famous Christmas Quotes. -   Who said …? - Answers 

The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

1   Charles Dickens 

2    Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

3   Shirley Temple 

4   Sir Walter Scott 

5   Helen Keller 

6  Christina Rosetti 

7   Helen Steiner Rice 

8   Sir Winston Churchill 

9   Irving Berlin 

10  John Byrom 

11  Bing Crosby 

12  Charles Dickens 

13  Robert Louis Stevenson 

14  John Milton 

15  Pope John Paul ll 

16  William Shakespeare 

17  Louisa May Alcott 

18  Clement Clarke Moore 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL SER-

VICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour Ser-
vice 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS During December 2020 
Sunday 6th         9:30am Morning Prayer 

                       11:00am Family also online, Via YouTube 

Sunday 13th         9:30am Morning Prayer  

                       11:00am Family also online, via YouTube 

Sunday 20th       9:30am Morning Prayer 

                       11:00am Family  also online, via YouTube 

Thursday 24th     6:00pm Christmas Eve Holy Communion   

 Friday 25th       10:00am Family Service for Christmas Day 

Sunday 27th       10:00am  Online Service 

All services will be in church in accordance with HM Government’s 

guidelines 

WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS During January 2021 
In the New Year St Francis’ Church will be meeting for worship on 

Sundays and you are very welcome to join us. BUT  we cannot tell, 

as we go to print, if we will be meeting in church or on-line. 

If we are allowed to worship in  person, in the building, we will 

continue with Covid-secure measures in place to make it as safe an 

experience as is possible. 

If in church 9.30am (more traditional) and 11.00am (contemporary) 

each Sunday. We aim to livestream the 11:00am service via 

YouTube. 

For the service at 10:00am Zoom.. Check Our website, Facebook 

page and YouTube channel. See page 2 for details of links. 


