
 

1 

£1 

 

December 2022/January2023 

 

 



 

2 

At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

church, call into church on 1st Saturday of each 

month between 10:00am and 12 noon or Tel: 

702576.  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Cuppachat is on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am - 12 noon.  
The next one is on Saturday 3rd December 2022.  Please note there will 
not be a Cuppachat in January but resumes on Saturday 4th February 
2023. 

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up-
to-date information on the church activities.  

Mothers’ Union is the 2nd Monday of each month.  Meetings are in church, 
starting at 1:30pm.  Everyone welcome. 

Bramley Friendship Group will not meet during January and February 2023. 
The last meeting will be on 15th December 2022 before its winter break. 

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and e-
mail address 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com.  Deadline: 15th of the month: Irene Magill, 

Editor 

Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or visit 

our website. 

Curate in Charge: Rev Helen Terry  email address  - 

helenterry_uk@yahoo.co.uk 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Churchwarden:  James Moore. 

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Reflections from Rev Helen:  Jesus The Light of the 

                                                                        World 

Thoughts of a Church Member:  The Reason for the  

                                                                      Season 

Bramley’s Poppies 

Looking Back 

A Tudor Christmas 

Something for Advent   

Heroes of Faith: George Handel 

and much more 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

The photo on the cover is the crib in St Francis’ church and was taken last Christmas.  The 

figures include Mary, Joseph, the Baby Jesus, the shepherds and the Wise Men. 

The tradition of having a model portraying the Nativity goes back to the 13th Century.  

Our own Patron Saint, St Francis, is credited with creating the crib, or Nativity scene.  This 

was to help people who were unable to read, let alone read Latin, understand the 

significance of the humble surroundings where Jesus was born.  Tradition has it that St 

Francis set up a living nativity scene inside a cave and used people and animals. 

This caught on, although wooden or pottery figures in models of stables became a more 

practical way of bringing a visual message of hope and peace of Christmas. 

 

Thank you to Alan Taylor who took the photo. 
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Reflections from Rev Helen: 

The Light of the World  

We are quickly approaching the darkest day of the year, 

when the hours of daylight are shorter and the darkness 

lasts longer.  It is in the darkest times that we need the 

light of hope in our lives.  Light helps to guide us, to show 

us the safe path to walk on.  As we journey through 

Advent, we experience a time of watching, waiting and 

hoping.  In church, each week we will light the candles on 

our Advent wreath, reminding us of the hope we have in 

Jesus, the light of the world:  

In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:4-5) 

 

As we get closer and closer to Christmas we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus 

in whom we have our hope.  That hope is not just for Christmas, it is for each and every 

day of our lives, and not just for a part of the day, but for all day long, whether the sun is 

shining or the sky is dark.  

We can hope and trust in Jesus because He is Emmanuel  - God with us  - our Saviour, the 

one who came and lived and died and rose again so that we would not be separated from 

God but have eternal life with Him  - that is certainly something to give us hope! 

He tells us that we are to bring hope to others because we too are called to be lights in the 

world.  He calls us to follow His example, bringing His light to those around us.  
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It is easy at this time of year to get overwhelmed in all the busyness, we can get so caught 

up in trying to get everything right so that everyone will have a lovely time, that we can 

miss the joy and peace and hope and the light of life that is in Jesus. 

As you wait and prepare and look forward to whatever this Christmas may hold or your 

plans for the new year, take some time to consider what it means to be a light in the world  

- wherever you are, whoever you are with, hold on to the hope that we have in Jesus and 

share the light of that hope with them. 

I pray that God blesses you as you seek Him and blesses many through you as you follow in 

Christ’s example with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Rev Helen 

 Traditional Collect for Advent Sunday 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put 

upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus 

Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again 

in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and 

for ever. 

Amen. 
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Thoughts from a Church Member: 

The Reason for the Season 

Some people seem to love holiday music, while others avoid or outright reject it, and 
people are attracted to different parts of the holiday spectrum.  There are religious 
Christmas songs, those hallowed carols, but of course also a flood of newer songs 
spanning essentially every genre of popular and "un-pop" music.  There are a large 
number of sarcastic, flippant and silly Holiday songs, which can be powerful, though in 
different situations they can have mixed results.  Music can introduce feelings and ideas 
and evoke memories if we do things right and Christmas music is inescapable this time of 
year. 
 
It is pretty well known that Franz Gruber wrote Silent Night in a little town in Germany in 
1813 and a lot of carols were written by church musicians, pianists, choir directors and 
composers like Mendelssohn.  We sing Christmas carols because they are a way of telling 
the story of the nativity and the birth of Jesus Christ.  As well as explaining what 
happened around Jesus’ birth, the songs enable us to encapsulate and express the joy, 
devotion and awe-inspiring scenes of the nativity. 
 
As well as telling the nativity story, Christmas carols spread joy and warmth during the 
coldest months of the year in the northern hemisphere.  At Christmas, the Christian faith 
brought together traditional winter feasts and celebrations which were designed to 
spread light in the dark, deep midwinter months, and the celebrations of Jesus’ birth. 
Christmas carols have an appropriately uplifting and celebratory style to honour such an 
occasion. 
 
It is no wonder they have endured as a popular way to pinpoint and celebrate the arrival 
of the Christmas season.  Christmas carols have wonderfully memorable melodies and 
captivating harmonies.  There are several versions of A Christmas Carol on television, 
varying from the Muppets’ version to the classic starring Alastair Sim as Scrooge, but why 
did Charles Dickens choose that particular title for his popular work when carols don’t 
really feature in it very much?  A little research reveals that Dickens expected the story 
to be repeated and shared and to bring people together in just the same way as the 
singing of Christmas carols spreads joy and brought families together.  His Carol was a 
song of praise of the Christmas season and of the redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge. 
 
Many people who don’t attend church regularly will go to a Carol Service or the 
Christmas Eve Midnight Service.  There is something special about singing the old, 
familiar tunes and remembering our Christian heritage, even if it is only once a year. 
This Christmas let’s take the opportunity to remind everyone that Jesus is the Reason for 
the Season and that peace and goodwill can last all year round if we let them. 
 
Alan Taylor 



 

7 

 

Flowers for the glory of God 

If you would like to commemorate a 

special family occasion; please 

consider a donation to the Flower 

Fund for an arrangement  to be placed 

in church on the Sunday nearest to 

your special occasion 

It may be that you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in 

memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you 

wish, include a special note with the flowers showing to whom they 

are dedicated.  For further details please contact Christina Higton, 

Dorothy Barnett, or Joyce Taylor, our Flower Team. 

 

The arrangement in 

the photo was in 

church for 

remembrance 

Sunday on 13th 

November 2022. 

Thank you to our 

Flower Team for the 

beautiful displays in 

church and in the  

church porch. 
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Bramley’s Poppies 

After months of knitting, crocheting, cutting out and attaching to the mesh, the 2,000 

poppies made by members of Bramley community and St Francis church were unfurled 

from the tower of St Francis’ Church on Saturday 5th November 2022.   

Thank you to all involved in this wonderful tribute for all who lost their lives in the two 

world wars and subsequent conflicts.  Special thanks to Sylvia Graham, who co-

ordinated the making of the poppies and to Chris Leverton and Lee Bingham, from ST 

Francis Church and Dave Thompson from Bramley Parish Council who arranged the 

cascade of poppies from the top of St Francis’ tower. 

The photo shows from the left Chris Leverton, members of Bramley Parish Council, 

including Council Chairman Councillor Malcolm Brown  (3rd left), two representatives 

from the Royal British Legion, and Dave Thompson and Lee Bingham who helped 

place the cascade of poppies from the tower..  At the front is Sylvia Graham with the 

roll of poppies before they were taken up to the top of the tower.  The photos on the 

next page are of the poppies being raised to cascade down the tower and church. 
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Looking Back 
 
I think you will agree that throughout life you accrue memories.  Some good, some not so 
good.  Some may hold regrets and be negative, while others could be happy and positive, 
Nevertheless, looking back is inevitable while we live. 
 
The older we get it seems the more we look back and reminisce.  A few months ago I had 
an experience that I think will stay in  my mind forever and cause me to smile! 
I was driving my granddaughter home from her swimming lesson.  It was just getting 
dusky, and the lights in my car had just come on.  As we waited at the traffic lights I 
noticed that a police car appeared to be following me.  The lights turned green and we 
turned right, at the same time, the police car pulled behind me, flashed his headlights 
and put his blue lights on.  I was unsure whether he wanted to pass me, or pull me over.  
Horror of horrors, he was pulling me over! 
 
I pulled over to the side and switched my engine off, wound my window down, and kept 
my hands where he could see them on the steering wheel (think I watch too much telly). 
PC Plod greeted me: “Good evening is this your car?”  I thought for a split second and 
replied truthfully “No its not”.  “Oh I thought not” the police officer replied, but before 
he could follow his classic rule book routine I continued  “Actually this is my husband’s 
mobility car, and I am the named driver because he is unable to drive”. 
 
Looking back, I have often wished I had not volunteered the information so quickly 
just to see what would have happened.  However he took my full name, address and 
other details, looked it all up on the computer in his car and then came  back to me and 
apologised that he had misread my number plate and could now see that the car was 
registered to my husband, and confirmed my full name as the registered driver. 
 
I smiled sweetly (if that’s possible) and said in true TV style  “am I free to go now 
officer?”  He returned my smile and said “of course”. and wished me a good evening. 
I smiled as I continued my journey home and thought to myself that this should really 
have been on the telly.  I wished I had played it out for a bit longer, because the look on 
his face was an absolute picture when I admitted it wasn’t my car and my granddaughter 
was so excited because a policeman had stopped me!!! 
 
As I look back and draw great amusement from this incident I am also aware of what it is 
like to be able to be pulled over and have a perfectly clear conscience.  I hope when the 
Lord calls me home I will be able to answer him honestly about the way I have lived my 
life and served Him to the best of my ability as well as having tried my best to live in 
accordance with his will and purpose for my life. 
 
Looking back is great but we must not spend our lives looking back but rather 
remembering the words from Isaiah 43:19 which encourages us with the words:  
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      Look for the new thing I am going to do it is already happening  don’t you see it? 
 

Well, we won’t see it if we are busy looking back will we?  “Let us press on” says Paul in 
Phillipians 3: 14  “Press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me…”(read the chapter and be encouraged) 
 
As we celebrate Christmas and New Year, we may meet with family and friends and spend 
some time reminiscing, sharing plans for the future, and enjoying one another’s company. 
This season pulls together past, present and future and may we be blessed as we 
celebrate together. 
 
Happy Christmas, and may the Year Ahead be a good one for you and your loved ones. 
 
Major Sylvia Bird. 

Samaritan’s Purse: Operation Christmas Child 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated a shoe box full of gifts for children around the 

world who are in need.  A proportion of all shoe boxes collected will go to children in 

Ukraine.  A total of 42 boxes was collected from St Francis Church on 15th November 

2022.   

Thank you to Rita Morse who took the photo of the shoe boxes. 

Jesus’ Incarnation 

When Jesus came to earth, it was not His Godhead He laid aside, but His glory. - Anon 
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A Tudor Christmas 

The history of Christmas is long and complicated, but by the 16th century, when Henry 
VIII ruled England, it was beginning to resemble the holiday we know today in some 
important ways.  It may surprise you to learn that some of our favourite traditions of the 
Christmas season date back to Tudor times, including singing carols, giving gifts, eating 
turkey  - and even kissing under the mistletoe.  Take a look back at some of the customs 
from the Tudor period. 
 
12 Days of Christmas: During the four weeks leading up to Christmas Day (known as 
Advent), most people observed a period of fasting up to and including Christmas Eve. 
Then the celebrations began, and continued for 12 days, from 25th December to 6th 
January.  The three biggest celebrations fell on Christmas Day, New Year’s and Epiphany, 
(or Twelfth Night}, on 6th January, which honours the arrival of the three kings or three 
wise men (Magi) to see the Baby Jesus.  Though people in Tudor times marked the 
beginning of the year on 25th March (when they held the Feast of the Annunciation), 
celebrating and exchanging gifts on 1st January was a holdover from Roman Times, 
when that date was considered the beginning of the year.  All work (except taking care 
of animals) would stop during the 12-days of festivities, as everyone from labourers to 
noblemen devoted themselves to the enjoyment of the Christmas season.  Work began 
again on the first Monday after Twelfth Night, known as Plough Monday. 
 
Wassailing: Today we may recognize the word from classic Christmas carols like ‘The 
Wassail Song’ and ‘Here we come A-Wassailing’ but what did it mean to go wassailing 
in Tudor times?  During the Christmas season, and particularly on Twelfth Night, groups 
of people travelled from house to house singing to their neighbours and wishing them 
good health.  As they did, they passed around the communal wassail bowl, a vessel filled 
with warm ale, wine or cider mixed with spices and honey.  The word “wassail” is 
believed to come from the old Anglo-Saxon toast ‘waes hael’, meaning “be well” or “be 
in good health. 

Christmas Carols: Over time, the custom of wassailing 
would become tied up with another Christmas tradition 
of the Tudor period: carolling.  Christmas carols at the 
time were mostly religious in nature, based around the 
Nativity story, though some covered themes like 
hunting or feasting.  Some Christmas carols popular 
during the Tudor period have endured to this day (in 
different forms):  ‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’, 
‘Good King Wenceslas’ and ‘The First Noel’.  In the 17th 

century, Puritans in both England and America would ban all festivities and carolling 
didn’t become customary again until Victorian times. 

https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/henry-viii
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/henry-viii
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Mince Pies   After fasting for four weeks, and abstaining from all meat, eggs and cheese, 
Tudor  - era Britons would have been ravenous come Christmas Day.  Mince pies (or 
“pyes”) were such common fare during the 12 days of celebrations that they were known 
as Christmas pies.  Stuffed with meat, particularly mutton, which signified the shepherds 
who visited the infant Jesus, the pies were also made with suet, sugar, spices and dried 
fruit.  Ideally, they were supposed to contain 13 different ingredients, to symbolize Christ 
and his 12 apostles. 
 
The Yule Log   In the Tudor period, many families 
would head to the woods on Christmas Eve and 
select a log, which they would decorate with 
ribbons and set ablaze.  After keeping it burning 
during the 12 days of Christmas, they would keep 
a charred remnant of the log.  This was 
considered good luck for the year to come, and 
could be used to help kindle the next year’s 
Christmas fire. 
 
Alan Taylor 

 

  

Visiting Father Christmas 

A mother took her young daughter to visit Father Christmas in his grotto at the garden 
centre. He greeted the youngster merrily and asked: “And what would you like for 
Christmas?" The little girl stared at him, open-mouthed with horror. “Didn't you get my 
email?!" 
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Something for Advent from Joy’s Bookcase 

 

Some of the titles of the books on my 
bookcase are inspirational messages in 
themselves as I select which ones to re-read 
again on another Advent:   
Steve Brady’s The Incredible Journey  
Christmas from Genesis to Jesus;  
Cradle of Hope by Ken Taylor; The Dawning 
of Indestructible Joy by John Piper and 
Elizabeth Rundle’s Advent Joy.   

Or there is Journeying through Advent with New Daylight which are daily Bible readings; 
Watching and Waiting by Kenneth Stevenson; Approaching Christmas by Jane Williams;: 
On the way to Bethlehem by Hilary McDowell; As Pilgrims to the Manger by Naomi 
Starkey and In the Manger by Max Lucado.  Making Room for Jesus by Liz Babbs; Daily 
Advent Reflections by Nick Fawcett and Christmas by Candlelight by David Thompson. 
 
As I just dip in and out of some of these titles others may stay on the shelf until next year, 
I fear.  I shall certainly spend some time with my favourites.  The Advent book of Days by 
Gregory K Cameron brings fresh insights to familiar stories and characters. 
 
As I ‘stay’ At home in Advent by Gordon Giles until Celebrating Christmas by Amy 
Boucher Pye, and, like the author Peter Trumper whose book They beheld his Glory, I too 
will once again share in the glory of the Christmas message of the Birth of Jesus with 
wonder, worship, praise and adoration. 
 
Perhaps you, like me, may be getting out your own favourite Advent books or investing in 
a new one.  It’s good to share your thoughts and inspirations with others in an article for 
the church magazine.  Do give it some consideration and until then ...KEEP READING. 
 

Joy 

Presents 

December is the month when the children begin to discuss what to get Dad for Christmas.  
Some insist on getting him a shirt, others a pair of socks. But the argument always ends in 
a tie. 
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Poetry to ponder 

I heard the Bells on Christmas Day 

 

I heard the bells on Christmas day 

Their old familiar carols play,  

And wild and sweet the words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.  

 

I thought how, as the day had come,  

The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along th'unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.  

 

And in despair I bowed my head:  

'There is no peace on earth,' I said  

'For hate is strong, and mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good will to men.'  

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  

'God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,  

With peace on earth, good will to men.' 

 

Till, ringing, singing on its way,  

The world revolved from night to day 

A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,  

Of peace on earth, good will to men.  

  

 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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We began our November meeting, as usual, with the lighting of the candle for members of  

St Francis’ Mothers’ Union who have died.  This was particularly poignant as we 

remembered our dear friend Pearl Longden, whose funeral was the next day, 15th 

November 2022.  Prayers for the world-wide work of the Mothers’ Union were also said. 

What a treat was in store for us when we welcomed our speaker, Wayne Ashton.  His talk 

was called ‘The Healing Power of Laughter’, and he did not disappoint in his aim to get us 

laughing. 

Wayne was a teacher, and deputy headteacher at Herringthorpe Junior School for 25 

years, before he was called into church ministry.  He was a Methodist Minister and looked 

after 7 churches in Rotherham.  After 11 years Wayne retired.   

Wayne reminded us that it was easier to ‘moan’ for example about the weather, various 

ailments, or even the changing of the clocks.  Laughter is much healthier for us than 

grumbling.  As well as decreasing stress, laughter releases endorphins, helps breathing and 

laughing for 20 minutes is the equivalent of 20 minutes in the gym.  Laughter is good for 

our mental and physical wellbeing. 

Wayne spoke about his own personal experience of how laughter has helped him.  He had 

a brain haemorrhage followed by a stroke 33 years ago, and his life was in danger. He 

pulled through but his mobility was badly affected and was told he would never walk 

again.  Wayne spent a long time in a wheelchair but was  determined to walk again and 

eventually walked up the steep steps to the church in Whitby. 

Wayne had to re-learn many things such as how to put petrol in the car and finding his 

way around when driving because this was before satnavs, an invention which he said had 

changed his life. 

Wayne described the rich humour he found as a deputy head teacher from the various 

notes received from parents.  Letters that were written on a variety of material such as 

toilet paper and cigarette packets.  These are a few of the many examples Wayne gave: 

Johnny didn’t come to school yesterday.  I forgot to wake him and didn’t find him until I 

made the bed; 

Jimmy wasn’t in school because he got his finger stuck in a sink pipe. My husband is a 

plumber and he had to saw it off; 
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David wasn’t in school because he had diarrhoea all over the house.  I understand its all 

over the village. 

Laura was off school last Friday because I fell in the snow.  I am now pregnant. 

Please excuse Marianne from cookery.  I didn’t buy the ingredients for the shepherds pie.   

                                                                                     We don’t like it and prefer it in a packet. 

Mary went to the dentist and had three teeth amputated. 

Wayne said that his pupils’ history essays were also a rich seam of humour: 

Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mummies and wrote in hydraulics; 

People who lived in deserts rode about by Camelot; 

Solomon had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 

Joan of Arc was burnt to a steak and canonised by Bernard Shaw; 

Magna Carta said you can’t be hanged for the same offence twice. 

Wayne shared a pneumonic to remember how to spell diarrhoea, a word that cropped up 

in many of the sicknotes he received but not always spelt correctly: 

Did Irene And Rita Really Have Oranges Every Afternoon? 

Wayne finished by teaching us Smile..-.a Robics which didn’t just have us smiling but 

laughing helplessly.  It beats going to the gym. 

We look forward to Wayne visiting us again with yet more stories. 

Our next meeting is on Monday 12th December 2022 and will be in church, at 1:30pm. 

This will be our annual Christmas Carol Service and we are delighted that Rev Helen will 

be joining us and leading the service. 

Everyone is warmly welcomed to our meetings and refreshments will be served at the end 

of the Carol Service. 

Irene Magill 

A Christmas Prayer 

Father, thank you for creating us and for loving us so much that you sent Jesus to become 
one of us and to be our way to you.  This Christmas may we know the love, peace, 
comfort and joy that only You can give, no matter what our circumstances.  And may we 
reflect Your light and love in this dark world to bring glory to You.  In Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 
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Heroes of Faith:  
George Handel 

 
Handel’s Messiah, now as much a part of Christmas as mince pies and mistletoe, is 
one of the world’s greatest expressions of the Christian faith in music. 
 
Its composer, George Friderick Handel, was born in what is now Germany in 1685.  
Although his family discouraged him from a musical career, his astonishing natural talent 
proved unstoppable.  Acquiring a wide range of skills, the young Handel found himself in 
Italy, where he began writing operas. 
 
In 1712 Handel moved to London where many were fond of Italian opera and Handel 
could find a market for his talent.  For nearly a quarter of a century, he composed a 
string of popular operas.  Simultaneously, Handel became a composer for the Royal 
Court and when Britain acquired a German-speaking monarch, George I, Handel was the 
right man in the right place.  He was naturalised as a British citizen in 1727 and 
immediately found himself writing music for the crowning of George II.   His most 
famous anthem is Zadok the Priest   - was so successful that it has been sung at every 
coronation since.  There is a story that when a well-meaning bishop offered to help 
Handel find the words for the anthems, the composer responded, ‘I have read my Bible 
very well and I will choose for myself.’ 
 
In the 1730s opera started to become less popular in Britain.  Handel, in financial 
trouble, was sent a manuscript by the writer Charles Jennens entitled Messiah.   It was a 
skilfully put together sequence of Bible passages which told the entire story of salvation 
from the fall of humanity, through Jesus the suffering Messiah, to Christ’s future 
triumph.  Behind it was something of an agenda: Jennens wanted to counteract the 
increasingly popular view which saw Jesus as little more than a good moral teacher.  He 
did so by emphasising that Jesus both fulfilled prophecy and was far more than just a 
man. 
 
Handel was inspired by the text and set to turning it into an oratorio  - essentially an 
English-language opera without staging or costume  - with astounding energy.  In a 
remarkable burst of creativity, he wrote all the music in twenty-four days.  At the very 
end of Messiah Handel wrote the letters ‘SDG’ – Soli Deo Gloria – ‘To God Alone the 
Glory’. 
 
Messiah was first performed in Dublin in 1742 and was immediately recognised as a 
masterpiece.  In London, King George II was present at its first performance and as the 
majestic ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ rang out, the king, possibly thinking it was the national 
anthem of heaven, rose to his feet and remained standing.  It is a tradition that has 
endured. 
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With the success of Messiah, Handel finally gave up opera and turned to oratorio, 
most of them based on biblical subjects: Esther, Israel in Egypt, Solomon, Samson, 
Saul and many others. 
 
Handel died in 1759 and was given a state funeral at Westminster Abbey attended by 
thousands.  There he is commemorated by a statue holding the manuscript for a solo 
from Messiah, ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ 
 
As a man, Handel was well known publicly; a large individual who spoke an English often 
mixed with German, French and Italian.  Despite that public presence, he was 
something of a private person.  Although there were hints of romances, he never 
married.  Spiritually, Handel had grown up in a firmly Christian family and in his four 
decades in London was a faithful Anglican.  With death looming, Handel had a visit from 
the very devout Christian Countess of Huntingdon who came away confident of his 
spiritual state, reporting that ‘he is not dismayed at the prospect before him’. 
 
Handel was a musical giant with an enormous legacy, but for Christians his supreme 
work is Messiah. Originally intended for the run  - up to Easter, it has become a 
Christmas classic. One of the perils of Christmas is the way that the focus falls on Jesus as 
a baby. Here, Handel’s music declaring that ‘he shall reign for ever and ever’ is a good 
antidote.  
 
In fact, with one reservation, I think Messiah may be one of the finest evangelistic works 
ever created. 
 
First, Messiah gives a proclamation of the gospel. Jennens’ text is treated by Handel in a 
way that always emphasises its sense. The result is something like a 
series of ornamented Bible texts: the music highlights the words without ever obscuring 
them. 
 
Second, Messiah is an attraction to the gospel. Perhaps the most remarkable thing 
about Messiah is that people who would defiantly resist attending any evangelistic event 
whatsoever, pay serious money to sit and listen to over two hours of solid Bible texts all 
pointing to Jesus. 
 
Third, Messiah is full of jubilation in the gospel.  Handel, a supreme dramatist in music, 

excelled himself in Messiah in producing lively, thrilling and ultimately joyful music.  It’s 

difficult not to leave any performance of Messiah with anything less than a smile on our 

lips. 
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I mentioned a reservation.  It is something raised by the great eighteenth-century 

preacher John Newton.  He pointed out that many people were going to 

hear Messiah and coming away feeling that they had had a spiritual experience.  The 

problem, he wisely pointed out, is that Handel’s Messiah doesn’t save us; it is the Jesus 

it points to who saves. 

So, by all means listen to Handel’s wonderful work but don’t neglect the message it 

carries.  Messiah is proclamation, attraction and jubilation but  - and here’s the 

important thing  - it is also an invitation.  This Christmas make sure that the Jesus 

that Messiah celebrates is your messiah. 

 

J. John 

Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 
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 Important Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 1st December: Bramley Friendship Group  

2:00  - 4:00pm in church  hall. 

Saturday 3rd December: Cuppachat in church 10:00am  

- 12 noon in church. 

Thursday 8th December: Church Christmas lunch at Sir Jack’s Bawtry Road from 12 noon. 

Pre-booked only. 

Saturday 10th December: Friends in Harmony Concert  ‘Songs for a December Evening’ 

In church at 7:00pm, in aid of church funds. 

Monday 12th December: Mothers’ Union Carol Service in church at 1:230pm. 

Thursday 15th December: :Bramley Friendship Group in church between 2:00  - 4:00pm 

for a seasonal singalong.  This will be the last meeting before the winter break in January 

and February 2023. 

Thursday 15th December: Carols at King Henry, Bawtry Road.  Meet at 5:45pm and 

singing from 6:00pm to 7:00pm 

Friday 16th December: Carol Service in church at 6:00pm. 

Saturday 24th December: Christmas Eve Holy Communion in church at 11.15pm. 

Sunday 25th December:  Family Service for Christmas Day in church at 10:00am. 

Monday 9th January 2023: Mothers’ Union Meeting in church at 1:30pm.  Everyone 

welcome. 

Church officials 

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together in church.  Joel 
giggled, sang, and talked out loud.  Finally, his big sister had had enough. "You're not 
supposed to talk out loud in church."  

"Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel demanded.   

Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, "See those two big men standing by the 
door and glaring at you?  They're hushers." 
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Children’s Corner 
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Children’s Corner 
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Christmas Card  

Richard, my husband, and I had a hectic Christmas holiday schedule involving work, care 
of parents, driving of teenagers, shopping, and all the required doings of the season.  
Running out of time, I asked a local printer to simply print our name on our Christmas 
cards, to save me signing each one. 

 

Soon we started getting cards from friends signed ‘The Modest Morrisons’, ‘The Clever 
Clarks’, and ‘The Successful Smiths’.  This baffled me until I looked again at our card.  I had 
posted out a hundred cards neatly imprinted with ‘Happy Holidays from the Rich 
Armstrongs’. 

 

Thoughts on Christmas 

If Jesus were born one thousand times in Bethlehem and not in me, then I would still be 
lost. - Corrie ten Boom 

We must not have Christ Jesus, the Lord of Life, put any more in the stable amongst the 
horses and asses, but He must now have the best chamber. - George Fox 
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Contact Details for St Francis’ Church 

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Church Office: Tel 01709 702576 

Rev Helen Terry  -helenterry_uk@yahoo.co.uk 

The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or email: 

bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

St Francis Church Bramley     

Good home 
 

After the christening of his baby brother in church, young Jason sobbed all the way home 
in the back seat of the car.  His father asked him three times what was wrong.  Finally, the 
boy replied, "That minister said he wanted us to be brought up in a good Christian home, 
but I want to stay with you guys." 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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Worship Celebrations during December 2022 

All Sunday Morning Services at 10:00am 

Sunday  4th:  Morning Service 

                    Christingle Service at 4:00pm 

Sunday  11th:  Holy Communion  

Friday 16th December                                

                Carol Service  at 6:00pm 

Saturday 24th December at 11:15pm: Christmas Eve  

                                                          Holy Communion                                                       

Sunday 25th Christmas Day Family Service 

Worship Celebrations during January 2023 

Sunday 1st New Year’s Day: Morning Service 

Sunday 8th Epiphany: Holy Communion 

Sunday 15th: Morning Service 

Sunday 22nd: Morning Service 

Sunday 29th: Holy Communion 

 

Everyone is very welcome at all our services.  A designated 

play area for children and parents has been set aside in the 

church. 

Refreshments are served in the church hall at the end of 

the service. 


