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At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

Church, Tel: 702576,  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the 

above telephone number and e-mail address. 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com  Deadline: 15th of the month.  

• Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or 

visit our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Wardens:  Mr Alan Taylor and Mr Terry Walker 

Important Notice 

Please note all our groups are suspended at present.   We will, of course, let 
you know when we can restart our activities.   

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on the resumption of church activities.  
The church is currently closed for services. See the information on the 
back page.   

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

 

St Francis Bramley                      @stfranbram  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ Church  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Saying Goodbye to Rev. Canon Neil Bowler 
Thoughts of a Church  Member—The Gift of Lent 

Lent+ Prayer Course 

Bouquet of Blessings 

Heroes of Faith—Edward Jenner 
Book Reviews for Lent Study 

and much more 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

‘Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them’. Matthew 6: 26 

Our cover photo this month shows a robin, which remains a welcome visitor to gardens 

throughout the year, but brings much needed colour in the continuing days of winter as 

we wait for spring. 

Thank you to Nigel Morse who took this lovely photo. 

 

A Thought for Lent 

 

Lent is a time for taking stock of oneself spiritually.  It is a time for ‘walking in the 
wilderness’ in preparation for Easter.  Here is a quote from Fyodor Dostoevsky 

 

‘The devil wrestles with God, and the field of battle is the human heart.’-  
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Well, it was unlike any Christmas Eve celebrations that I’ve ever known in all the years I 

have been part of the St Francis’ church family.  Instead of the usual two services, one 

in the late afternoon, especially for children of all ages and one at 11:00pm for the 

Midnight Service of Holy Communion, there was just one.  This was an early evening 

service with Holy Communion.  Only the celebrant (Neil) took the wine, on our behalf, 

and we received the bread.  This was Neil’s last service in St Francis’ Church as assistant 

curate of the Silverwood Mission Partnership. 

Places had to be reserved beforehand because of the restrictions in place.  The service 

was streamed live (thank you to Ethan Massingham and Dan Fall) so people who had 

not been able to attend could still feel part of the Christmas Eve service. 

John Hibberd gave the sermon, which was very appropriate given the times we are 

living in, about hope that is the light of Christ in the darkness and the darkness cannot 

quench this powerful light. 

In accordance with the current restrictions on singing, we could not sing the carols of 

Christmas, but the worship group (Juliet Willyeo and Sue Wordsworth accompanied on 

the keyboard by Terry Walker) sang carols for us.  Windows were open and although 

the heating was on it was still chilly.  Neil commented on the singers wearing gloves to 

keep warm. 

Despite all this, the message of Christmas was still strong and the welcoming of Jesus as 

a baby in Bethlehem transcends all that that the Covid 19 has flung at us. 

At the end of the service it was time to say goodbye to Neil, who was leaving the 

Mission Partnership and has been a tremendous support to our church, particularly 

over the last two years.  

Neil has been very much part of the Baptism ministry, preparing parents for this 

important sacrament and baptising those brought for Baptism. 

Last year, when churches were allowed to re-open for personal prayer, Neil stewarded 

the opening of the church on Saturday mornings throughout July.  When churches were 

able to resume collective acts of worship Neil took the service on Sunday afternoons, 

celebrating Holy Communion. 

Neil also contributed every month to the Signpost magazine.  
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Neil has spoken in the past of his strong attachment to St Francis’ Church.  He was 

baptised in St Francis’ Church and attended services regularly when he lived in the 

parish as a youngster. 

Now Neil has been called to continue God’s work as Rector of the Wykeham Benefice in 

the Diocese of Oxford, looking after six parishes.  Neil’s installation as vicar took place 

on Tuesday 5th January 2021, presided over by our former Bishop of Sheffield, Rt Rev 

Steven Croft, now Bishop of Oxford. 

On behalf of the family of St Francis’ Church, Sylvia Graham presented Neil with gifts 

and thanked him for all he has done for St Francis’ Church and the Mission Partnership. 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the service and worked hard to make it 

possible but especially to Neil, who we shall miss very much. 

Irene Magill 

 

Neil and Sylvia standing next to the font from which Neil was baptised.  
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The Gift of Lent  

We are in the season of Lent and another opportunity for deepening our lives is 
being given to us.  My prayer is that all of us will be able to receive the gift that God 
is offering to us during these special days, but what is that gift?   What gift does God 
have for me, for you?   More life, a deeper life, a fuller life.  That’s a very powerful 
and wonderful gift, isn’t it?  God wants us to live with the deepest, fullest life 
possible and that is really what this season of Lent is all about. 
 
We get this gift by being open to receiving it, by wanting it with all our hearts, by 
asking for it over and over again, by waiting in the presence of God the Giver. 
 
We should be very clear about one thing: Lent is not a second chance to see if we 
can keep our New Year’s resolutions.  Lent is not really about giving up this or that, 
no matter how hard this or that may be.  There may be a place for some kind of self-
sacrifice but only if that self-sacrifice is done with an eye on receiving the gift of 
deeper life from God. 
 
Giving up desserts or our favourite television show is not at the heart of this season.  
But if giving up something helps us to become more receptive to receiving the gift of 
deeper life from God, then give it up.  If television is mainly just a distraction, 
keeping you from spending time with others whom you love or who need your care, 
then give it up. 
 
Many of us need to do one very important thing in order to ready ourselves to 
receive God’s gift.  We need to empty ourselves.  We need to let go of whatever is 
threatening to take over our lives.  That can be very different for each of us.   
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God does want us to pay attention to our desires, but not to our superficial desires.  God 
wants us to pay attention to our very deepest desires-for love, for compassion, 
forgiveness, mystery, peace, silence.  In other words, God wants to give us all the gifts we 
really need in order to live God-filled lives. 
 
How does the story of the temptation of Jesus fit into all of this?  In a nutshell, the 
temptations were all about one thing-trying to get Jesus to live in a worldly way instead of 
in a Godly way.  That’s not so different from our own struggle.  Nothing could be easier 
than to live our lives totally immersed in our everyday activities with only the occasional 
thought of what it all really means.  The spiritual aspect of our lives does not often force 
itself upon us.  Lent is a time when we are asked to once again make space for what is at 
the heart of our lives. 
 
Above all, Lent is a time of renewal.  We call it the "springtime" of the Liturgical Year and 
ask God to help us with the important task of inner renewal.  Lent is the promise of a new 
start for all of us, not a time of discouragement or sorrow.  Rather, it is a time when we 
rejoice that God is a God of refreshment, of new life, of new beginnings.  These promises 
are not empty ones but are full of the power that comes from the Christ who comes back 
to life in resurrection.  During Lent, we can have confidence that Christ is bringing us with 
him into a new and wonderful life. 
 

Thoughts from our New Correspondent—a Church Member 

A Prayer for Lent 

Forgive those things we have done which have caused you sadness, 
and those things we should have done that would have brought you joy. 
In both we have failed ourselves, and you. 
Bring us back to that place where our journey began, when we said that we would follow 
the way that you first trod.  

Lead us to the Cross and meet us there.  

Amen 

Pause for Thought 

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's grace.  And your 
best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God's grace.  

Jerry Bridges 
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Lent 2021 

In a time of social distancing, we cannot meet in small groups in homes.  But a 
bunch of us gathered midweek for an informal course via Zoom during 
December, using the Light in the Darkness materials.  It was great to meet up 
and encourage one another.  Off the back of that, we want to meet this way 
again in the New Year, especially as new restrictions look like they might well 
be in place.  

A Really Great Course! 

Pete Greig leads the 24-7 global prayer movement.  He’s an inspiring speaker 
and delivers the content via 20-min videos. The material is practical, down-to-
earth, and based on the structure of the Lord’s Prayer.  We’ll break into groups 
for discussion.  What a great way to grow in prayer in 2021! 

Why is it Called a ‘Lent+’ Course?  

Because it has got 8 sessions so we’re going to start just before Lent to fit 
them all in before Easter.  Think of it as getting two bonus sessions – and at no 
charge! 
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Date     Title and Content 
 
2nd February   Why Pray?  Unpacking the importance of prayer.
  
 
9th February    Adoration  How we can enjoy God’s presence in 
      praise and worship. 
 
16th February   Petition  The significance of asking God in prayer. 
 
23rd February   Intercession  The power and importance of   
      praying for others. 
 
2nd March    Unanswered Prayer  Looking at this very real  
      challenge we face. 
 
9th March    Contemplation  Learning to spend time in silence 
      with God. 
 
16th March    Listening  Practical ways we can tune in to God’s 
      voice. 
 
23rd March    Spiritual Warfare  Learning how to pray in the  
       midst of a spiritual battle. 

 

We will meet on Zoom from 7.15pm each Tuesday evening for about 75-90 minutes. 

 

You need to register, but all are welcome. Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com.  We will 
send you the link to join the Zoom meeting as well as other materials each week. 

 

You can find more information about the course here: https://prayercourse.org/sessions  

 

John Hibberd 

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://prayercourse.org/sessions
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Bouquet of Blessings 

 When we are lost for words to say in any given 
situation perhaps we can send someone a message of 
hope, comfort, peace or sincerity in a card, or as a gift 
of flowers. 
 

I have a book called ‘Bouquets of Blessings’ which 
uses the language of flowers to portray messages and 
I would like to share  some of these blessings with 
you . The language of flowers can be traced back to 
ancient times to fables and myths.   

Flowers have significances for centuries around the world.  With such a long history it is 
no surprise that there is no clear definition of the language of flowers but several 
meanings can be assigned to an individual flower, or a single sentiment can be associated 
with more than one flower.  It is the charm and the romance of the tradition that makes 
‘saying it with flowers’ as popular today as ever. 
 
The Snowdrop – A friend in adversity 
Hopefully, when we return to church services we will notice the abundant display of 
snowdrops in the front garden of the church.  They are a welcoming sight (if not covered 
in snow) as we see our Christian friends.  The snowdrop reminds us that something so 
small and beautiful can appear through the hard dark days of winter and they flower 
around the time of Candlemas in the church year.  It has long been the symbol of purity 
and hope.  What a Blessing.  Every flower is a masterpiece of nature, a gift ! 
 
The Rose  Throughout the world, the rose is the most beautiful symbol of love.  It has 
grace, brightness and charm. It brings joy, and on St Valentine’s Day represents love, 
especially if it is red.  In John 13: 34-35 Jesus said,’ Love one another as I have loved 
you.’  There are many popular songs about the rose, but I’m reminded of a verse of a 
hymn that says, ’There’s a thorn on the rose, that in fragrance grows in the woodlands of 
friendship and peace.  Oft the flesh must be torn ere the rose be born, that will give to 
its sweetness release.’  How true but never the less still a blessing. 
 
The Iris blooms in various colours and in a legend it is known as the ‘Goddess of the 
Rainbow’.  How apt at this time,  as we have come to symbolise the support for the NHS 
and workers with rainbows crafted in many various ways.  Our NHS and other services 
are such a blessing and we keep praying for them all. 
 

GOD BLESS  
 
from JOY 
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Flowers for the glory of God 
At the moment there are no fresh 

flowers in church because all church 

buildings remain closed.  However, 

when church services do resume, you 

might like to commemorate a special 

family occasion; please consider a 

donation to the Flower Fund for an 

arrangement to be  placed in church  

on the Sunday nearest your special occasion.  It may be that you 

would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in memory of a loved 

one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you wish, include a 

special note with the flowers showing to whom they are dedicated.  

For further details please contact Christina Higton or Dorothy 

Barnett Flower Team Co-ordinators, at church when  flowers in St 

Francis’ Church resumes. 

 Until then, we are able to 

enjoy photos of flowers in 

church before the lockdown 

which have not previously 

featured in the magazine. 

The flowers in the photo 

were on display in the 

church porch. 
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Heroes of Faith—Edward Jenner 

It has been said of Edward Jenner that ‘his work saved more lives than any other 
man on earth’.  It’s an extraordinary claim for someone who spent his entire life as 
a country doctor, but it may well be true.  

Edward Jenner was born in 1749 in Berkeley, Gloucestershire, England, the son of 
the local vicar.  His family had a long tradition of sending people into the church, 
but the death of Jenner’s father left the family impoverished and forced the young 
man to take up another career.  From an early age Jenner had a great interest in 
science and the natural world and was apprenticed to a doctor. Learning the trade, 
he went on to work in London where his skills both as a physician and a scientist 
were soon recognised.  He was invited by Captain Cook to be part of the science 
team on his second voyage to Australasia. Jenner,  however, had no love of either 
travel or London life and soon returned to his home village as its doctor.  

Jenner’s reputation as a caring and wise doctor grew among his community but he 
continued to pursue his long-standing fascination with nature. He was particularly 
interested in birds and his careful studies of cuckoo behaviour gained him such 
respect in the British scientific community that he was elected to the prestigious 
Royal Society. 

The great medical curse of the age was the killer disease smallpox.  In Europe, 
around 400,000 people a year died from the disease.  Typically, when smallpox 
swept through a village 20 to 50 per cent of those infected died.  A third of the 
survivors of smallpox went blind and many more were scarred for life.  

People were so desperate to avoid smallpox that they sought to be deliberately 
inoculated from sores of those who had a mild form of the disease in the hope that 
this would give them some immunity.  It was a risky procedure with limited 
success: the great American preacher Jonathan Edwards died as a result of it.  It 
was a disease without a cure.  

In thinking about smallpox, Jenner pondered a dairymaid ’s intriguing comment: ‘I 
shall never have smallpox for I have had cowpox. ’  Cowpox was a mild infection of 
animals which could be caught by humans with little harmful effect.  Jenner 
concluded that there must be a possibility that smallpox could be prevented by 
inoculating people with cowpox.  Yet as a scientist he knew that to be of any worth, 
any experiments had to be conducted carefully.  When an outbreak of cowpox 
occurred locally, Jenner deliberately inoculated a young stablehand with it.  The 
boy suffered only mild effects and when, a few months later, he was inoculated 
with smallpox, he failed to catch the far more serious disease.   
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Encouraged, Jenner persisted with more inoculations and in 1797 sent a short 
communication to the Royal Society describing his results.  His paper was rejected on 
the grounds that it had only 13 samples.  Disappointed but not deterred, Jenner 
went away and carried out more work, eventually publishing his results at his own 
expense. 

Jenner called his new procedure vaccination after the Latin word for cow, vacca. 
Despite controversy, his method spread rapidly throughout Britain and was soon 
taken up across the world.  Jenner refused to make money out of his discovery – he 
inoculated the poor for free – and in encouraging the careful use of the new 
technique he bankrupted himself. 

There is very little to say about the rest of Jenner ’s life.  He continued as a doctor 
and consultant, kept up his interest in the natural world and died in 1823.  His old 
adversary, smallpox, outlasted him but not for long.  Increasingly confined to remote 
parts of the world, it was finally eradicated in 1980.  

Despite the turbulence of the times in which Jenner lived – the Napoleonic wars 
were raging – his fame became enormous . He was soon considered one of the most 
famous men in Europe and honoured everywhere, even by Napoleon, who had his 
entire army vaccinated. 

Edward Jenner was a committed Christian.  He was typical of many believers in every 
age who demonstrate their faith through the way they live their lives.  An amiable, 
quiet, warm-hearted Christian, ever ready with the appropriate Bible verse, Jenner 
was anxious that his discovery would be used as widely as possible.  He was 
particularly concerned that praise should be directed not to him, but to the God who 
had made and used him. 

I find many challenges in the life of Edward Jenner.  

First, I’m challenged by what Jenner achieved.  In Christian circles, it is still 
sometimes held that the highest calling that anyone can have is that of being a full -
time minister of the gospel.  Circumstances demanded that Jenner never made it as a 
preacher but it’s hard to imagine a life of greater value than his.  

Second, I’m challenged by how Jenner let his Christianity guide his work as a doctor 
and a scientist.  His faith supported and regulated all that he did as a doctor and 
scientist.  His science – apparently still impressive two centuries on – overflowed 
with virtues: enquiring, accurate and honest.  

Third, I’m challenged by his determination.  Jenner ’s first efforts at publishing his 
results were rejected.  Instead of giving up, he simply went back and got more data 
until his work was accepted.  Vaccination then, as now, was controversial and Jenner 
had more than his fair share of criticism.   
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Nevertheless, trusting in his knowledge, his studies and his God, he stood firm 
against his critics. 

Finally, I’m challenged by Jenner’s immunity to fame. Here is a man who became 
quite literally a household name across the world, yet his celebrity status left him 
unchanged. Jenner remained to the end of his life a man who was gentle, humble 
and gracious. 

So at a time when the word vaccination is widely heard, spare a thought for Edward 
Jenner, the man who started it all.  A true hero of the faith.  

J. John 
Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 

 

Seen on a Birthday Card: 

Forget about the past,  

You can't change it.  

Forget about the future,  

You can't predict it. 

Forget about the present,  

I didn't buy you one. 
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Poetry to ponder 

Truth Encounter 

(Matthew 4:1-11, Mark 1: 12, Luke 4:1-14, John 17:17, James 
4:7) 

Led by the Spirit 
And tempted by the devil 

He wandered in the wilderness, 
Hungry 

And focused on God, 
And the truth and power of His Word. 

Truth and power enough 
To resist His enemy and ours. 

To go on – armed with the Spirit – 
To give His life, 
To give us life. 

A lesson in tactics then: 
Know the truth, 
Submit to God, 
Resist the devil 

And our wildernesses will blossom. 
We will bear fruit, 

Fruit to be known by 
As His. 

Daphne Kitching 

Smiles Lines 
Jack, the painter, often would thin his paint so it would go further.  When the Church 
decided to do some deferred maintenance, Jack was able to put in the low bid, and got 
the job.  As always, he thinned his paint with turpentine. 
One day while he was up on the scaffolding -- the job almost finished -- he heard an 
horrendous clap of thunder, and the sky opened.  The downpour washed the thinned 
paint off the church and knocked Jack off his scaffold and onto the lawn. 
Jack knew this was a warning from the Almighty, so he got on his knees and cried: "Oh, 
God! Forgive me! What should I do?"  From the sky, a mighty voice thundered: "REPAINT! 
AND THIN NO MORE!" 
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Let us Continue to Shine a Light 

‘You are the light of the world.  A city that is set 

on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they need 

light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 

lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in 

the house.  Let your light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works and glorify 

your father’. Matthew 5:14-16. 

Although local branches, including St Francis’ branch, have not met since before the 

lockdown in March, the work of the Mothers’ Union nationally and worldwide continues. 

As part of Mothers’ Union, as well as our very precious Christian fellowship, we have a 

special calling, to grow God’s Kingdom and to shine as a light.  Mothers’ Union members 

do this work in their local communities at home and, also worldwide, to help stop 

violence, stop poverty and stop injustice. 

Our movement is a unique one.  It is one of the longest serving women-led movements 

in the world and members, living where they serve, reach out by other means. 

The newsletter from Mary Sumner House in London has kept members informed of how 

the work of Mothers’ Union has continued during the pandemic. 

The Together Coalition – Mothers’ Union has worked in partnership with the NHS, the 

church, CBU and other charities such as the Guides and the Scouts towards building a 

kinder, closer and more connected society through 2020 and beyond. 

AFIA/Thank You Key Workers Appeal – Has been offering AFIA (Away from it All) breaks 

and Experience Days to key workers. 

Gender-based Violence is emerging as a critical issue around the world in the wake of 

the coronavirus pandemic.  Mothers’ Union has obtained £40,000 funding from Trusts to 

support members in Myanmar, Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo to 

educate and support victims. 

Domestic Abuse Bill – Mothers’ Union is liaising with others to influence this bill which 

will pass through the House of Lords in the Autumn. 

Modern Slavery – work continues to highlight modern slavery in partnership with the 

Clewer Initiative. 
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Parenting – a review has been carried out and a steering group is looking at how 

Mothers’ Union can engage with parenting in new ways to reach out to families. 

At the moment there are no plans for our branch of St Francis’ Mothers’ Union to resume 

its monthly meetings but this will happen as soon as it is considered to be safe for our 

members to meet again. 

Book Reviews  
 
Books have been and still are a ‘God send’ to many of us especially as we have to stay at 
home once again in this time of a further lockdown.  A Christmas gift to me was a book by 
Tracy Williamson and Marilyn Baker: A Beautiful Tapestry which is a dual autobiography.  
This book is about two ordinary women.  Blind gospel singer Marilyn Baker and prophetic 
teacher and writer Tracy Williamson, who is deaf and partially sighted, have worked 
together for many years bringing God’s hope and healing to people through MBM 
ministries, one amazing God and many lives transformed.  Many years ago when Alan and 
I owned a Christian Bookshop in Rotherham called Cornerstone, we had the privilege of 
inviting these two exceptional, extraordinary and remarkable women to come and share a 
weekend of ministry for our church which at that time was The Salvation Army in Maltby.  
We had a wonderful, spirit-filled evening of praise and worship in a concert of music and 
song by Marilyn.  It was quite an experience for us to have a blind lady and a profoundly 
deaf lady stay with us and we gained an insight into another world that we could never 
even have imagined.  On the Sunday morning as Marilyn stepped out of the car in Maltby 
her first reaction was unexpected by us because the air we breath seemed so normal but 
she exclaimed ‘Oh! I must be in a pit village – I smell the smoke.’  (I said it was many years 
ago).  Thanks to this book it has re-kindled all those memories for me and even though we 
didn’t get a mention in the story we can relate to lots of the tales they tell. 
 
Joy Taylor 

Disperse them 

 A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him better understand 
the harsh realities his future congregations faced if he first took a job as a policeman for 
several months.  He passed the physical examination; then came the oral exam to test his 
ability to act quickly and wisely in an emergency.   Among other questions he was asked, 
“What would you do to disperse a frenzied crowd?”  He thought for a moment and then 
said, “I would pass an offering plate.”  He got the job. 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury's Lent Book 2021, Living His Story explores evangelism as a 

way of sharing God’s love with people.  How can we convey the love of God to our 

neighbours in a post-Christian world that has largely forgotten the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

Hannah Steele uncovers liberating and practical ways of sharing the gospel story afresh. 

With warmth and encouragement, she shows us how we can live Jesus’ story in our own 

lives simply by being the people God made us and allowing people to be drawn to him 

through our natural gifts. 

Book Reviews for Lent Study 

 

Living His Story   

 revealing the extraordinary love of God in ordinary ways. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 2021 

By Hannah Steele, SPCK, £7.99 

 

Living His Story  is a Lent devotional that will change the way you think about evangelism, 
show how ideally suited it is for the world we live in and fill you with confidence in sharing 
God’s love with the people around you. 
 
Set out in six sessions to take you through Lent, the book can be used as a single study for 
individuals or small groups to prepare for Easter.  It will help you find space to see 
evangelism from a new practical perspective. 
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Come and See – Learning from the 
Life of Peter 

By Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of 
York BRF, £7.99 

 

When we look at the life of Peter – fisherman, disciple, 
leader of the early Church – we find somebody who 
responded wholeheartedly to the call to ‘come and see’. 
Come and meet Jesus, come and follow him, come and 
find your life being transformed.  This book focuses on 
Peter, not because he is the best-known of Jesus’ 
friends, nor the most loyal, but because he shows us 
what being a disciple of Jesus is actually like.  Like us, he 
takes a step of faith and then flounders, and needs the 
saving touch of God to continue becoming the person 
he was created to be. 

Fall down 

One way to find out if you're old is to fall in front of a group of people. If they laugh, you're 
young. If they panic and start running toward you, you're old. 
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Children’s Corner 
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Children’s Corner 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

 

Silverwood Mission Partnership 

 Bearing fruit together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell. 

Important Message from Rev Peter Hughes: 

St Alban’s will continue unchanged through the new lockdown.  We can accommodate 

30-40 worshippers at our Sunday 9.30am (Holy Communion) and 6.00pm services and 

Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion.  Our friends from the Partnership are more than 

welcome to join us.  First come first served.  

The 9.30am Sunday Holy Communion service will be livestreamed.https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA.  It will be available afterwards 

via the same link on our YouTube Channel. 

Ravenfield will offer private prayer 10.30 – 11.00am on Sundays except for the second 

Sunday when I will celebrate Holy Communion.  Braithwell will host Morning worship at 

10.30am on Sundays except Week 4, when I will celebrate Holy Communion. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfe088e8da9624bdd8df608d8b3f13932%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637457195909030182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfe088e8da9624bdd8df608d8b3f13932%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637457195909030182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP CELEBRAT IONS February 2021 
Sunday 7th        10:00am Service via Zoom 

Sunday 14th        10:00am Service Via Zoom 

Sunday 21st        10:00am Service Via Zoom 

Sunday 28th       10:00am Service Via Zoom 

 

Important Notice 

At the time of going to print the UK is in lockdown.  Although 

communal acts of worship are allowed, under the current restrictions, 

the Bishop of Sheffield has advised churches to decide individually 

whether to continue with ‘on-site’ worship, but advises churches to err 

on the side of caution.  

The PCC decided that, due to the rise in Covid 19 cases and the 

concerns regarding the new variant, and with the Bishop of Sheffield’s 

permission, the church should close for communal acts of worship.  

This decision will be reviewed by the PCC on 8th February 2021. 

Should the PCC decide that services can resume information will be 

given on the church’s website and Facebook page as well as in the 

church bulletin. 

Government restrictions will continue to be observed and the wearing 

of facemasks, social distancing and sanitising hands on entering and 

leaving the church will continue.  The church is cleaned between the 

two Sunday morning services.  

We aim to livestream the 11:00am service via YouTube when services 

recommence. Check our website, Facebook page and YouTube 

channel  

 

See page 2 for details of links.. 


