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At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

church, call into church on 1st Saturday of each 

month between 10:00am and 12 noon or Tel: 

702576.  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Cuppachat is on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am - 12 noon.  
The next one is on Saturday 4th February 2023. 

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up-
to-date information on the church activities.  

Mothers’ Union is the 2nd Monday of each month.  Meetings are in church, 
starting at 1:30pm.  Everyone welcome. 

Bramley Friendship Group will not meet during January and February 2023.  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and e-
mail address 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com.  Deadline: 15th of the month: Irene Magill, 

Editor 

Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or visit 

our website. 

Curate in Charge: Rev Helen Terry  email address  - 

helenterry_uk@yahoo.co.uk 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Churchwarden:  James Moore. 

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church Member:  Preparing for Lent 

Poetry to Ponder:  Satnav 

Mothers’ Union: The Children’s Society 

Blessed by an Angel 

Heroes of Faith: Thomas Barnardo 

Christian Aid: Lent Lunches 

God’s Smuggler 

and much more 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

This is the first issue of Signpost for 2023 and already we are moving towards spring.  The 

snowdrops bloomed in the church’s front borders in January and already the shoots of 

spring flowers such as daffodils are well above the ground. 

 

The verses from Habbakuk remind us that as we go forward into 2023 and whatever 

happens we have a choice to rejoice in our Lord and glorify in God our Saviour, as He will 

be with us. 

By the Grace of God 

I am not what I might be, I am not what I ought to be, I am not what I wish to be, I am not 
what I hope to be; but I thank God I am not what I once was, and I can say with the great 
Apostle, ‘By the grace of God I am what I am.’ 

John Newton, former slave trader 
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Thoughts from a Church Member:  

Preparing for Lent 

Living in a time of Covid, war, climate disasters, political instability, global insecurity, and 
a sense of impending doom, has led the UK to a ‘permacrisis’.  Do you know what that 
is?  A permacrisis is ‘an extended period of instability and insecurity’, and it has just been 
chosen by dictionary publisher Collins as its word of the year for 2022.   According to 
Alex Beecroft, managing director of Collins Learning, the word ‘sums up just how truly 
awful 2022 has been for so many people.’  He pointed out that many people are living in 
‘an ongoing state of uncertainty and worry’ after coping with ‘upheaval caused by Brexit, 
the pandemic, severe weather, the war in Ukraine, political instability, the energy 
squeeze and the cost of living crisis’. 
 
Some of the other words included in the top ten list by Collins also relate to specific 
challenges faced by the UK over the past twelve months.  ‘Partygate’ is listed as ‘a 
political scandal over social gatherings held in defiance of public health restrictions’, 
while the term ‘warm bank’ refers to a ‘heated building’ where people go when they 
‘cannot afford to heat up their own homes’.  The list, says Alex, reflects ‘the state of the 
world right now’. 
 
It’s hard to disagree.  2022 has been a difficult year for lots of reasons and for lots of 
people.  Maybe as we continue into 2023 we could all do with a ‘vibe shift’   - or, as 
Collins defines this (it’s one of its other words of 2022), a ‘significant change in the 
prevailing cultural atmosphere or trend’.  We could consider positive ways of responding 
to our permacrisis, rather than just declaring its existence and then worrying about it.  
Defined by Collins as ‘the activity of speaking to God’, prayer is one option available to 
us when we are facing extended periods of instability and insecurity.  The Bible tells us 
that when anxieties overwhelm us, talking to our heavenly Father can bring a peace that 
is beyond understanding.  It can give us hope for the future.  Whether eloquent or 
inarticulate, flowing or stilted, the prayers we utter to God could be the words that end 
up changing our year. 
 
In a few weeks’ time we shall enter into the season of Lent.  Lent is frequently seen as a 
time of solemn observance and preparation for the observance of the death and 
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus at Easter.  From its start on Ash Wednesday until 
its conclusion on Easter Sunday, Lent has been a traditional time for fasting or giving 
something up or abstinence.  Just as we carefully prepare for events in our personal 
lives, as a wedding, or birthday, Lent invites us to make our minds and hearts ready for 
remembering Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 
 
Alan Taylor 
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Songs for a December Evening 

Friends in Harmony’s Concert 

Friends in Harmony Choir who rehearse here at St Francis’ gave a concert to a full church 
at the beginning of December in aid of church funds.  The concert was called ‘Songs for a 
December Evening’. 
 
In the first half of the concert the choir sang a mixture of songs from stage and screen 
and included the music of Andrew Lloyd Webber, Simon and Garfunkel and Abba.  The 
choir opened the second half of the concert by inviting the audience to join with them to 
sing ‘Hark the herald angels sing’  - this was the first of six congregational carols.  Choir 
pieces included the intertwining of ‘The First Noel’ and ‘Pachelbel’s Canon in D,’ ‘O Holy 
Night’ and ‘A Holiday Singalong’ a medley of four well known carols.  Solos were sung by 
members of the choir.  The evening raised over £660 for church funds. 
 
On Saturday March 25th at 7pm the choir will be giving a concert to support St Leonard’s 
Church, Thrybergh. 

Friends in Harmony Choir singing at the concert in St 

Francis’ church on 10th December 2022. 
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Flowers for the glory of God Flowers for the glory of God 

If you would like to commemorate a 

special family occasion; please 

consider a donation to the Flower 

Fund for an arrangement  to be placed 

in church on the Sunday nearest to 

your special occasion 

It may be that you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in 

memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you 

wish, include a special note with the flowers showing to whom they 

are dedicated.  For further details please contact Christina Higton, 

Dorothy Barnett, or Joyce Taylor, our Flower Team. 

  

Thank you to Alan Taylor who took the photos of the flowers in church and in the porch 

for the funeral of our dear sister in Christ ,Maureen Moore, on Tuesday 17th January,. 
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Poetry to ponder 

SATNAV 

A Poem by Bill Daniel 

I have a little Satnav; it sits there in my car.  

A Satnav is a driver's friend, it tells you where you are.  

I have a little Satnav, I've had it all my life,  

it's better than the normal ones, my Satnav is my wife. 

It gives me full instructions, especially how to drive.  

"It's sixty miles an hour" it says, you’re doing sixty-five. 

It tells me when to stop and start, and when to use the brake, 

 and tells that it's never ever safe to overtake. 

It tells me when a light is red, and when it goes to green, 

 it seems to know instinctively, just when to intervene. 

 It lists the vehicles just in front, and all those to the rear, 

And taking this into account, it specifies my gear. 

I'm sure no other driver, has so helpful a device.  

For when we leave and lock the car, it still gives its advice. 

 It fills me up with counselling, each journey's pretty fraught, 

So why don't I exchange it, and get a quieter sort? 

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, makes sure I'm properly fed.  

It washes all my shirts and things, and keeps me warm in bed!  

Despite all these advantages, and my tendency to scoff, 

 I only wish that now and then, I could turn the beggar* off. 

Wayne Ashton, who was the guest speaker at the November meeting of Mothers’ Union, 

opened his talk on The Healing Power of Laughter with this poem.  It certainly had us all 

laughing. 

*Original word substituted as this is a church and family publication.  Irene, Editor. 
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Our first meeting of 2023 was on 9th January. We began the meeting lighting our candle 

for members who have passed.  This was particularly poignant because Maureen Moore, 

our dear sister in Christ, and long-time member of Mothers’ Union, died on 23rd 

December 2022.  Her funeral was on 17th January and many members of our branch 

attended. 

We were delighted to welcome to our meeting two representatives from The Children’s 

Society, Jane Foster who is the Regional Relationship Manager for the Midlands and Jenny 

Hosker, voluntary speaker for the Children’s Society. 

Jenny explained that she was a retired social worker, working with children and families 

for 37 years and had seen at first hand the wonderful work the society does with children, 

young people and their families.  As a Christian Jenny was drawn to becoming a volunteer 

for the society and recently had been authorised as a speaker and our Branch, was her 

first opportunity as a speaker. 

Jenny told us that the Society was founded by Edward Rudolf who was a civil servant and 

a Sunday School teacher in south London. One day he noticed two brothers who were 

under the age of 11 hadn’t turned up for Sunday School. He went to find out why and 

discovered that their father had recently died and their mother had 7 children to care for 

and had told them to leave home and fend for themselves and they were found begging. 

This so shocked Edward that he knew he had to do something about this so in 1881, with 

support from the Archbishop of Canterbury, he started the Church of England’s Children 

Society. Edward, inspired by the work of Thomas Barnardo who set up children’s homes in 

1870, followed his example, and set up small Church of England Children’s homes. 

Edward set about his work by: 

Following the example of Jesus who loved all who were vulnerable and those on the 

edge of society. He blessed the children whose parent brought them to Him, 

although the Disciples tried to turn them away. 

Edward prayed to God for discernment and guidance. 

Edward used his voice to approach influential people and organisations for their 

support; and 

Seeking practical help by raising resources to fund the work to reduce child poverty 

and give vulnerable children the love and care they deserved. 
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 Jenny said that the Society no longer runs Children’s Homes because of a change in social 

care policies and now concentrated on working with children, young people and their 

families in their own communities. This is consistent with the Five Marks of Mission of 

the Anglican Communion 

To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
To respond to human need by loving service 
To transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and 

pursue peace and reconciliation 
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the 

earth. 
The Society is committed to five areas of support which are: 

To provide 1:1 support for children who are at risk of getting involved with crime. 
Support for carers of children referred to the society. 
Working with children who are runaways. 
Working with unaccompanied children who are refugees. 
To provide specialist Mental Health workers. 

Jenny said that her work as a children’s social worker meant she had first hand 
experience of all these areas of support. 
 
Jane and Jenny answered questions from members and Jane confirmed that the official 
title of the Charity remains The Church of England Children’s Society but it has been 
shortened for convenience as it is less cumbersome for marketing and printing.  Its 
original name was a very Charles Dickens’ sounding name of The Church of England’s 
Children’s Society for Waifs and Strays.  
 

Many churches, including St Francis, support the work of the Children’s Society through 
the collecting boxes and Christingle Services, held in churches during Advent.  A regional 
organiser had been inspired by this custom of the Moravian church and arranged for the 
very first Christingle service to be held in Lincoln Cathedral on 7th December 1968.  Since 
then the holding of Christingle services has spread and many churches now have them.  It 
has become a very important fundraiser for the Society. 
 
We very much enjoyed the talk and learnt a lot about the Society’s work and are proud of 
the support we, as a church family, give to the society.  It is therefore appropriate to 
include the following comment from The Rt Revd David Walker, Bishop of Manchester 
(and one time Vicar of St Francis’ Church) that ‘The Children’s Society is our major 
partner for domestic mission’. 
 
Our next meeting will be on Monday 13th February 2023 at 1:30pm in church and will be 

our Annual General Meeting.  Everyone is very welcome to join us. 

Irene Magill 
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Blessed by an Angel 

 

Christmas 2022 is now a memory and we venture 
into the time of Lent 2023. 
 
As we look back on the Christmas story we 
remember that angels play a large part in it.  The 
angel Gabriel appearing to Mary with the news that 
she was going to give birth to Jesus the Son of God. 
An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told 
him not to be afraid to take Mary home as his wife 
because what was conceived in her was from the 
Holy Spirit.   

Remember, too, how the shepherds were living out in the fields keeping watch of their 

sheep when an angel of the Lord appeared to them to tell of the birth of Jesus in 

Bethlehem and that the angel was joined by a great company of angels praising God.  

One of the many carols sung during the Christmas period was ‘Angels from the realms 

of Glory, wing your flight through all the earth; come and worship Christ the new born 

King’. 

 

Another well known hymn about angels tell us of ‘Angel voices ever singing round God’s 

throne of light …..and confess thee Lord of might.’  Angels have appeared at every stage 

in the evolution of mankind.  They have led the way of kings, and they have witnessed 

miracles.  They have protected humanity and run errands for God.  In the Bible we find 

many references about angels, beginning in Genesis 16 where an angel appears to a 

servant girl named Hagar who ran away from a very sticky problem and the angel told 

her what the future held for her and instructed her what to do. 

  

Genesis 24: tells another story about Abraham’s servant who was instructed to go on a 

journey and was told that an angel would be sent to make his journey a success. 

 

The book of Exodus tells us of the events of the deliverance of Israel from Egypt and 

their development as a nation.  As they travelled through the desert thy had an angelic 

encounter which went in front of them, guarded them on the way and brought them to 

a place that had been prepared for them.  (Exodus 23). 
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For Candlemas: 2nd February  

Dear Lord, 

Here we are in February  - month of cold days, winter days, but days that promise hope 
and signs of Spring.  Snowdrops and lengthening light; echoes of the hope and light that 
Jesus brought to Simeon and Anna all those years ago in the Temple.  

Thank you, Lord, that you always bring light, you always bring hope and peace and joy 
when we put our trust in Jesus, our Saviour. Jesus, Lord of all our days and seasons.  

In his name we thank you, as we look to his Light. 

Amen. 

The book of Psalms provides poetry, confessions to God, praise and worship.  Psalm 34 

tells us that God helps in times of trouble and V. 7 says that the angel encamps around 

those who fear him, and he delivers them, but we must do our part too by trusting Him in 

all things and remember to talk with Him in prayer.   

Psalm 91 tells us that God doesn’t promise a world free from danger, but promises to 
help us whenever we may face danger.  V. 11 says, ‘He will command His angels 
concerning you to guard you in all your ways.  A quote from St Thomas Aquinas says ’A 
man does not always choose what his guardian angel intends for them.’  Acts 6:15 tells 
the story of Stephen who was stoned to death because he was falsely accused of acting 
against the laws of Moses and God.  Those who threw stones looked intently at Stephen 
and they saw that his face was like that of an angel.  Acts 12 tells of the miraculous 
escape of Peter, the disciple, from prison.  An angel appeared and a light shone in the 
cell.  The angel told him to dress quickly and follow him out of the prison.  When they 
reached the street Peter found himself alone but knew without a doubt that God had 
sent an angel to rescue him.   
 
In Hebrews 13:2 we are told to keep loving and caring for each other because by 
entertaining strangers you may be unaware you are entertaining angels. 
 
Has anyone called you an angel lately ? 
 
Joy 

In a sack 

Seen in a church magazine: “Bring your old newspapers (and your neighbours’), put 
them in a sack and tie them if possible.”  
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Heroes of Faith: 

Thomas Barnardo 

There are very few individuals from the 19th century whose names are widely known 

today. One exception is that of Thomas Barnardo whose work with needy children 

continues. 

 

Barnardo was born in 1845 in Dublin, Ireland, to a family for whom the Christian faith was 

important.  Barnardo’s father, a Jewish immigrant from Germany, had converted to 

Christianity and his mother was a member of the Brethren.  Barnardo came to trust Christ 

in his teens and immediately committed himself to working and witnessing for Christ.  

Feeling called to be a missionary doctor in China, Barnardo began medical training in 

London, preaching and working amongst the poor as he did.  There was no shortage of 

needs to be met.  In the London of the 1860s, a combination of overcrowding, social 

breakdown and disease had produced areas of intense deprivation and ill health, with tens 

of thousands of children either orphaned or living in extreme poverty. 

 

Barnardo taught scores of boys in a charitable  ‘Ragged School’ in London’s East End on 

Sundays and weekday evenings.  One winter’s night he learned that one of his boys had no 

home to go to and, led by him, was appalled to discover that homelessness among 

children was far worse than he had imagined.  Barnardo now realised his calling lay not in 

China but among London’s poor.  Giving up his medical studies (his title of ‘Doctor’ was 

honorary) he began working among homeless children. 

 

Barnardo now began creating homes for boys and in 1870 he opened a house in Stepney 

that could house up to 24 homeless youngsters. Its inadequacy became apparent one 

winter when, after an 11-year-old boy was turned away for lack of space, he was found 

dead from exposure the following day.  Barnardo now put a sign up which declared ‘No 

Destitute Child Refused Admission’. 

 

A tireless worker, Barnardo’s work amongst homeless boys expanded rapidly.  He didn’t 

just simply shelter and feed boys, he gave them education, Christian teaching and work 

training as well.  Barnardo soon built up a generous network of donors and became a 

pioneer  -if a controversial one  - in using photography in public appeals.  Nevertheless, his 

habit of spending on projects in advance of money arriving meant he was always just 

ahead of a financial crisis. 

 

In 1873 Barnardo married Syrie Elmslie, who shared his passion for evangelism and 

charitable work.  The Barnardos had seven children and the fact that one of them had 

Down’s syndrome encouraged a new emphasis on children with disabilities. 
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Syrie pioneered a successful work with orphaned girls, many of whom were sliding into 

prostitution.  Here one notable achievement was Barkingside, a community of 65 cottages 

through which 8,000 girls were to pass. 

 

Barnardo kept creating new homes and promoted various other social endeavours  - a 

seaside retreat, a hospital and coffee shops  - until his death in 1905.  By then there were 

over a hundred homes caring for more than 8,500 vulnerable children and nearly 60,000 

children had been rescued.  His work outlasted him and although, inevitably, its approach 

has changed, Barnardo’s continues today as a major charity dealing with disadvantaged 

children and one which retains a strong Christian ethos. 

 

Thomas Barnardo saw an appalling social need and tackled it with remarkable and lasting 

success.  He was, of course, a man of his time, and he didn’t get everything right.  In 

particular, the well-meant resettling of some orphans in the colonies, especially Canada, is 

now considered to have been a mistake.  Yet an extraordinary amount of what Barnardo 

achieved has stood the test of time.  Indeed, he pioneered much that we now take for 

granted. He rejected large-scale orphanages, adopting instead ‘cottage homes’ where 

children could be supported in small family-style groups.  He promoted fostering and 

adoption, unfamiliar concepts in Victorian society.  He sought not just to protect and 

support children but to teach and train them with a view to offering them a life-long path 

out of poverty.  The concern of the Barnardos to prevent sexual trafficking of vulnerable 

girls and to support children with learning difficulties are all rightly honoured today. 

 

Barnardo was an inspirational Christian.  He is a striking case of someone who, having 

decided where God was calling them, subsequently realised that their true calling lay 

elsewhere.  He embodied the famous missionary principle ‘plan to go, be prepared to 

stay’. Above all, Barnardo never let his social action dull his evangelistic zeal. 

 

Beyond these things, let me suggest three particular aspects of Thomas Barnardo which I 

find striking, and which seem to me to reflect the spirit of the gospel. 

 

First, Barnardo stood for deeds over words.  The Victorian world was not short of strong 

emotions, speeches and proposals about the poor.  But Barnardo did something. Indeed, 

one reason he was so well funded was because other people recognised that he was 

doing what they couldn’t (or wouldn’t) do. 

 

Action is a gospel value. 

Second, Barnardo stood for the weak over the mighty.  In the many battles that Barnardo 

was engaged in, one consistent principle he adopted was to stand alongside the child, 

whether against abusive parents or bureaucratic local authorities.  
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There’s another gospel value. 
 
Third, Barnardo stood for grace over judgement.  He lived at a time when it was common 
to view poverty as something that the poor brought on themselves through laziness or 
moral failings.  In contrast, Barnardo made no distinction between the poor who were 
‘deserving’ and ‘undeserving’; he simply gave assistance to all who needed it. That’s a 
gospel value too: none of us deserve grace  - it wouldn’t be grace if we did. 
 
Tens of thousands of children were helped by Thomas Barnardo’s work and many 
thousands more have been helped by the organisation he created. 
 
What a legacy! 
 
J. John 
Rev. Canon 
 
Submitted by Rita Morse 

One hundred years ago on 16th February 1923 the archaeologist Howard Carter broke the 
seal on the tomb of Tutankhamun.  When he and the Earl of Carnarvon had peered 
through a small hole in November 1922 Carter had described seeing ‘wonderful things’, as 
indeed they turned out to be.  Such treasures, laid up with the mummy of a dead 
pharaoh, were intended to provide security in the afterlife, the tomb of ‘Tut’ was unique 
in that it hadn’t been plundered previously by thieves.  But Jesus had advice on this very 
subject, which we can find in Matthew 6:19-21: 

 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

A Centenary to Celebrate? 

Sick 

During a church service my young niece had to go outside, as she did not feel well. She 
returned a few minutes later and admitted: ‘I have been a little sick.  But it doesn’t 
matter, there’s a box at the door marked ‘for the sick’.” 
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Lent Lunches 2023 

Talking Climate Justice  

This Lent, we're reflecting on the transformative nature of our faith, and seeking justice. 
 
The Christian life is one of transformation.  In this Talking Climate Justice small group 
discussion guide we will take key themes of the Christian life: repentance, sacrifice, 
redemption, reconciliation and reparation, to help you and your church grapple with the 
realities of poverty and the climate crisis and how you can respond as a church.  
 
Each week you will explore a new theme, with Bible readings, stories and prayers, to stir 
up ideas of how you can act together for climate justice.  
 
You will also find a climate justice action log where you can record 
the actions you want to take together.  Committing to and then taking actions as a group 
is a great way to encourage and energise ourselves.  
 
Christian Aid also offers daily or weekly prayer resources from www.christianaid.org.uk 
 
Our annual Lent Lunches start in Blessed Trinity church hall on Thursday 23rd February 

12  - 1:00pm until 30th March.  The last lunch on 6th April will be held in St Alban’s Barn. 

Donations can be gift-aided if you pay tax. 

 

Gill Haggie 

Prayer for Lent 

God of arid lands and grassy plains, in ancient times you encountered your people in the 

desert. May we, this Lent, enter that desert where, stripped of all the trappings of 

modern life, we learn to  depend on you alone. 

Help us to a new awareness of your presence this Easter and the living water of your Son, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen 

From the Mothers’ Union book Prayers We Breath. 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk
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God’s Smuggler 
 

The coastline of Britain is awash with coves and caves that were used by smugglers 
trying to avoid the taxes placed on goods entering the country.  The illegal trade was so 
common in the 18th century that it is estimated that at one point about four fifths of all 
the tea drunk by Britons had been smuggled into the country.  Today there is a 
tendency to romanticise what could, in fact, be a deadly business and to think that 
smuggling existed only in a bygone era of frock coats, candlelit houses and horse-drawn 
transportation. 
 
Dutchman Anne van der Bijl, better known as Brother Andrew, was a different kind of 
smuggler.  He spent years secretly taking Bibles to China and countries behind the Iron 
Curtain.  After the fall of communism in Eastern Europe, he discovered copies of KGB 
reports that detailed his work in the Soviet Union. 
 
Brother Andrew was inspired in his work by his belief that anyone can have their lives 
turned around by becoming a Christian.  He would have known the Bible verse that 
says: God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die (John 3:16 
Contemporary English Version). 
 
There is a lot of talk today of fake news but Brother Andrew believed that the scriptures  
-those words passed on over hundreds of years  - were good news and contained the 
truth that people were seeking. 
 
Brother Andrew died 27th September 2022 age 94.  In 1955 he founded the Christian 
Organization Open Doors 
 
Alan Taylor 
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Book Reviews 

 
Reflections for Lent 2023  

By Kate Bruce, Mark Oakley and Graham James, 
CHPublishing, £4.99 

Reflections for Lent are designed to enhance your 
spiritual journey through the forty days from Ash 
Wednesday to Holy Saturday. 

Covering Monday to Saturday each week, it offers 
reflections on readings from the Common Worship 
Lectionary, written by some of today's leading spiritual 
and theological writers. 

Each day includes: full lectionary details for Morning 
Prayer; a reflection on one of the Bible readings; a 
Collect for the day 

This volume offers daily material for 22nd February to 8th April 2023.  It is ideal for 
individuals and groups seeking Lectionary-based reflections for use during Lent and Holy 
Week, or for anyone wishing to try Reflections for Daily Prayer before committing to a 
year's worth of material.  It also features a simple form of morning and night prayer, a 
guide to keeping a good Lent and an introduction to lectio divina by Stephen Cottrell. 

An Easter Book of Days – Meeting the Characters of 
the Cross and Resurrection 

By Gregory K. Cameron, Canterbury Press, £10.99 

 

Gregory K. Cameron explores 25 characters from the 

stories of Lent, Holy Week and Easter from the 

perspectives of scripture, history and legend and 

asks how they can enrich our practice of faith today. 

As well as the familiar figures  - Christ Himself, Mary 

His mother, Mary Magdalene, the disciples, Pilate, 

the soldiers, and the thieves crucified with Jesus, he 

explores aspects of the story not found in scripture,  

such as Veronica wiping the face of Jesus as He carried His cross.  The book considers 

biblical accounts alongside folk legends.  Cameron also looks at the rich traditions that 

have built up around the cross and the crown of thorns as well as tales of how the robin 

got its red breast, or what happened to the disciples after the ascension, creating a richly 

textured guide to the Easter season. 
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Children’s Corner 



 

19 

Children’s Corner 

Solution on page 21 
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Silverwood Area Mission  

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, 

 St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, 

 St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

 

Area Mission Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Area Mission, to do 

all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout Wickersley, 

Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your Holy Spirit 

guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making new disciples, 

to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Area Mission.  Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services). 

 

Important Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 4th February  - Cuppachat in church between 

10:00am  - 12 noon. 

Monday 13th February  -Mothers’ Union meeting in 

Church at 1:30pm.  All welcome to come along. 

Ash Wednesday  - 22nd February  - Please check the church’s website and bulletin for 

details of the service for Ash Wednesday as this information was not available for the 

magazine at the time of going to print. 

Thursday 23rd February  - Lent Lunch 12-1:00pm at Blessed Trinity Church Hall.  The 

theme for the Lent lunches is Talking Climate Justice 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £17.50 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or email: 

bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Solution to Word Search 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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Worship Celebrations during February 2023 

All Sunday Morning Services at 10:00am 

Sunday  5th:  Holy Communion 

Sunday  12th:  Morning Worship 

Sunday 19th:  Holy Communion 

Wednesday 22nd:  Please check the church bulletin for 

details of the Ash Wednesday Service. 

Sunday 26th: Morning Worship and Holy Baptism 

Everyone is very welcome at all our services.  A designated 

play area for children and parents has been set aside in the 

church. 

Refreshments are served in the church hall at the end of 

the service. 

Contact Details for St Francis’ Church 

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Church Office: Tel 01709 702576 

Rev Helen Terry  -helenterry_uk@yahoo.co.uk 

 
St Francis Church Bramley 


