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At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of 

Marriage, Wedding or Baptism services at St 

Francis’ Church, call into church on 1st 

Saturday of each month between 10:00am and 

12 noon or Tel: 702576,.  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com  Deadline: 15th of the month.  Irene Magill, 

Editor 

• Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or 

visit our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Warden:  Mr Alan Taylor (and one vacancy) 

Important Notice 

Although all our groups are suspended at present  Cuppachat has re-started 
on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am   - 12 noon.  The next 
one is on Saturday 3rd July. 

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on the resumption of church activities.  
The church has re-opened for services. See the information on the back 
page.   

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

 

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ church  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

St Francis Bramley                       St Francis Bramley                       

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church Member  -Summertime 

Thy Kingdom Come  - Beacon Event 

Cycle Pilgrimage 2021 

Heroes of Faith: Rembrandt 

                         Pandita Ramabai  

Saying Goodbye to Pam Kaye 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

On Sunday 23rd May 2021 we were delighted to welcome the Bishop of Sheffield, Bishop 

Pete Wilcox, to St Francis’ church for the Beacon event, to celebrate Pentecost.  This was 

Bishop Pete’s second visit to St Francis’. 

You can read more about the service, which was live streamed, on page 6 of Signpost. 

Thank you to Rita Morse, who took this photo. 

 
Bowls 

 

A small boy stunned his 
parents when he began to 
empty his pockets of coins. 
Finally his mother asked him 
where he had got all that 
money. "At church," the boy 
replied nonchalantly. "They 
have bowls of it there." 
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 Thoughts from a Church Member: 

Summertime 

and months of the pandemic.  
   
July and August are months of warmth, light and sunshine and hopefully a few showers 
too.   How will you spend the next couple of months ? Maybe you are taking the 
opportunity to enjoy a relaxing break. 
 
In 1885 the Swedish poet Carl Gustarv Boberg was walking home in the bayside town of 
Mönsterås, which is located on Sweden’s south-eastern coast. A storm appeared on the 
horizon. Lightning flashed. Thunderclaps shook the air, sending Boberg running for 
shelter.  When the storm began to relent, he rushed home. He opened his windows to let 
in the fresh sea air, and the vision of tranquility that greeted him stirred something deep 
in his soul. The sky had cleared. Thrushes sang, and in the distance, the resonant peal of 
church bells sounded. Seeing the contrast between the roaring thunderstorm and such an 
idyllic calm as background, Boberg sat down and wrote “O Store Gud”—the poem that, 
through a winding series of events would become  “How Great Thou Art.”   A verse from 
the hymn speaks of wandering  through the woods and forest glades and feeling the 
gentle breeze and that should encourage us to go for a wander somewhere physically or 
even in our imagination.    
  
When Job’s life was in turmoil God told him to look to the sea, the sky and the stars for 
evidence that God had not forsaken him.  In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus says, ‘Look at the 
birds of the air, the flowers in the fields’ (or in your garden) these things can reduce 
anxieties and the remind us that God cares.  Let nature speak into whatever situations you 
are in today.  God created the world and all that is in it and he saw that it was good.   
 
Our actions each day can define our health and well-being and lift our spirits. 
 
God Bless You 

Summertime and the livin' is easy’;  so 

goes the opening lines of an aria by 

George Gershwin…..BUT IS IT?   I trust that 

the word ‘lockdown’ is just a memory and 

we have all moved on to what we now 

perceive as ‘some sort of normality’.   We 

may look back from time to time on how 

we managed our lives and what kept us 

going during those many days, weeks  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mönsterås
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Christian Aid Week 2021 

Many thanks to all from St Francis who contributed to the 

total of £2036.15 including £262 from St Francis.  
 

The total in 2019 was £1882,  just £340 more. 

We are heartened by this wonderful outcome, which will make such a difference to the villagers of Kenya, like 
Florence and Rose, who will now be able to grow vegetables and have much healthier future for their families.

Several regular donors will have donated online, and one of our group held 3 quiz events 
raising another £210.  The total in 2019 was £1882,  so this has been exceeded by 
£154.15 

We are heartened by this wonderful outcome, which will make such a difference to the 
villagers of Kenya, like Florence and Rose, whose stories were featured in the May issue of 
Signpost,  They will now be able to grow vegetables and have a much healthier future for 
their families. 

Thanks again from Wickersley and Bramley Christian Aid Group.  

Gill Haggie 

Church Commissioners Support Impact Investment to Address 
Climate Change 

  

The Church Commissioners for England recently announced their goal to reduce the 
carbon intensity of their investment portfolio by 25% by 2025. 

 The Commissioners focus on using their influence as a responsible investor to engage 
companies and policy makers on setting and supporting net zero targets, thus bringing 
more constituents of its portfolio onto the same decarbonisation pathway. 

  

With the Olympics and the Idea of Running a Course in Mind... 
 

There is a way of winning by losing, a way of victory in defeat which we are going to 
discover.  - Laurens van der Post 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. - 2 Timothy 4:7 

Make the least ado about your greatest gifts.  Be content to act and leave the talking to 
others. - Baltasar Gracian 

No great achievement is possible without persistent work. - Bertrand Russell 

Shattered dreams are a hallmark of our mortal life. - Martin Luther King 
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Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement, initially created by our two 
Archbishops, but which has spread now to over 100 countries and across many 
denominations.  It takes place between Ascension Day and Pentecost, a time in the early 
church, when we read that Jesus’ followers ‘all joined together constantly in prayer’ (Acts 
1:14).  So, we pray for God to fill us afresh with His Spirit as His witnesses; and for God’s 
Spirit to open the hearts of non-Christian friends and family, that they might come to 
know joy, hope, and fullness of life in Jesus. 

St Francis’ church, Bramley, hosted a Pentecost Beacon event for the Silverwood Mission 

Area, which was also livestreamed on Sunday 23rd May.  Bishop Pete was our visiting 

preacher.  In his sermon, he focused on three particular words associated with Pentecost 

and we picked this up in one of our prayer stations   

 

 

Bishop Pete made the point that the church exists for mission, just as ‘a fire exists by 
burning’ (as one theologian put it).  This is essentially what church is: not a building, 
not a club, but a people with a mission to make Jesus known in word and deed.  Sadly, 
this does not seem to be the focus of the life in many churches.  Jesus gives us the Holy 
Spirit specifically to empower us for this mission.  Those three words: Spirit + church + 
mission. 

If you want to hear more of what Bishop Pete said, listen to the sermon on the link 
below. 

Sheffield Diocese has produced an animation to try to show what it might look like if 
we were Renewed, Released and Rejuvenated by God’s Spirit.  If you missed the 
service, you can watch / download the animation here: https://
www.sheffield.anglican.org/tkc.  

https://www.sheffield.anglican.org/tkc
https://www.sheffield.anglican.org/tkc
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Prayer is at the heart of our diocesan vision; building a Prayer Community of 2025 
people is the focus of the Renewed part of the strategy.  Psalm 127 says, ‘Unless the 
Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain’.  We genuinely want to base ALL that 
we do as a diocese on prayer, depending on God.  Will you join us?  Become a member 
of the prayer community.  Signing up is easy (https://www.sheffield.anglican.org/
renewed).  Together we aim to pray each day the Lord’s Prayer, the Diocesan Vision 
Prayer (below) and to ask God to bring numerical growth, and we also read a short 
portion of Scripture.  It’s not hard to do!  But we believe prayer changes things, 
especially when we stand shoulder to shoulder as God’s people. 

Living God 
Jesus calls his followers to seek first your kingdom 
Renew us as we make your love known; 
Release us to share freely together in mission; 
and Rejuvenate us to be fruitful in your service. 
Give us courage, wisdom and compassion, 
that strengthened with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
we may, as the Diocese of Sheffield, 
both flourish and grow through Christ our Lord.  
 
Amen 
 
John Hibberd 

Bishop 

Pete with 

John 

Hibberd, 

who 

arranged 

the Beacon 

Service. 

Photo 

taken by 

Rita Morse 

https://www.sheffield.anglican.org/renewed
https://www.sheffield.anglican.org/renewed
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Cycle Pilgrimage 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 22 May 2021 John Hibberd led a cycle pilgrimage of 12 people from 

Rotherham Minster to Sheffield Cathedral.  We began with a service to instal a prayer 

station for the diocesan 2025 Prayer Community at the minster. 

At the cathedral, we had a short time of prayer with Rev Canon Keith Farrow at the 

prayer station that was set up earlier in the week. 

There is an excellent cycle route between the two places, taking in the canal and the 

River Don, including the Five Weirs Walk.  Later in the year there are plans for cycling 

and walking pilgrimages that will visit the prayer station at Doncaster Minster. 

 
 

 

The Pilgrimage begins: 

The photo shows John with 

Rev Canon Phil Batchford by 

the Prayer Station in 

Rotherham Minster 

 
Journeys 

End: 

The 

pilgrims 

arrive at 

Sheffield 

Cathedral 

and are 

welcomed 

by Rev 

Canon 

Keith 

Farrow 
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Bouquet of Blessings  - Part 6 

 
Daisy    
The most ordinary flower, unnoticed, trodden 
underfoot but still a flower. Symbol of life and beauty 
and one of God’s creation. The daisy also symbolises 
Thankfulness.    
Honeysuckle 
Symbolises bonds of love, generous and devoted 
affection.  The name honeysuckle comes from the sweet 
nectar that the flower produces to intoxicate the greedy 
bees. 

Wild Honeysuckle 
A symbol of inconstancy in love.  The country name is Woodbine 
Peony   
The symbol of bashfulness 
Crown Imperial 
An emblem of of power and majesty 
Hollyhock 
Originated in China and was considered to be the emblem of fruitfulness and a Victorian 
symbol of female ambition. 
Cornflower 
The emblem of skill and capability 
Day Lily 
In flower language symbolises coquetry.  Although the Day Lily plant flowers for weeks 
each blossom only lasts a day. 
SUNFLOWERS 
The heads of the sunlower turn to follow the sun.  Some of the heads seem to smile, 
others have a pensive or sad expression. 
 
Joy 

 

If you are interested in finding out 

more about the language and 

meanings of flowers then Joy 

recommends these two books. 
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Heroes of Faith for July: 

  Rembrandt 

The great 17th-century Dutch artist Rembrandt is an unusual Christian hero, yet, by 

universal agreement, he is one of the truly great Christian artists. 

 

Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn was born in 1606 in the Dutch town of Leyden.  He 

grew up immersed in the Bible, which was to shape his art. 

 

As a teenager Rembrandt demonstrated remarkable artistic talent.  He began a career as a 

painter of portraits and quickly acquired a reputation for producing portraits that saw 

beyond the physical features to the character beneath.  He was also gifted in drawings 

where he was able to capture lives and landscapes. 

 

In 1634 Rembrandt married Saskia van Uylenburgh.  Despite the deaths of three of their 

four children in infancy, Rembrandt continued to develop his skills in painting. 

Commissioned to paint a formal portrait of a group of wealthy volunteers, he produced 

the awesome ‘The Night Watch’ , a painting of extraordinary realism that broke every 

convention. 

 

In 1642 everything changed.  Tragically, Saskia died after her fourth pregnancy and 

Rembrandt’s habit of letting expenditure exceed income began to catch up with him. 

Saskia had left him an income but only if he didn’t marry anybody else.  Possibly as a 

result, Rembrandt found himself in a disastrous relationship which ended up in the law 

courts and incurred displeasure from church and society.  He then had a longer, happier 

marriage with a woman named Hendrickje Stoffels.  By now, however, Rembrandt’s style 

was falling out of fashion as people preferred more elegant, dramatic portraits. Refusing 

to compromise, Rembrandt continued to produce paintings, and drawings, often of 

landscapes and biblical themes.  Rembrandt no longer simply portrayed biblical scenes; he 

let the Bible speak. 

In 1657 poverty forced Rembrandt to auction most of his prized possessions and move to 

a more modest house.  Hendrickje died in 1663 and Rembrandt died in 1669, leaving 

behind a daughter and hundreds of his paintings and drawings.  Buried as a poor man, his 

extraordinary talent was only recognised much later. 
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What encourages me about Rembrandt? It is not simply his artistic brilliance; it is that in 

his artistry I find things that, as an evangelist, I admire. 

First, Rembrandt shows us the value of humanity.  Rembrandt had a fascination with 

human beings.  In everyone he painted or drew – including himself – we see an honest 

fascination with who they are as people.  Everybody, whether they are a major or minor 

figure in his picture, is depicted with authenticity and affection.  People counted to 

Rembrandt and, in an age when human beings are reduced to elements on a 

spreadsheet or items on a database, he reminds us that every single one of us is valuable 

because we are made in the image of God. 

 

Second, Rembrandt shows us the nature of humanity.  One of Rembrandt’s characteristic 

techniques was to paint faces half in light and half in darkness.  In doing this it seems to 

me that Rembrandt takes a biblical view of who we human beings are.  On the one hand, 

we are made in the image of God, yet we are all people on whom the shadow of sin has 

fallen.  Rembrandt’s artistry shows human beings as they really are: beautiful but flawed. 

 

Third, Rembrandt shows us the Bible story.  Rembrandt was a deeply biblical artist with a 

third of his work based on the Bible.  For Rembrandt the Bible was the story of reality; of 

real events happening to very real people.  To add to the authenticity of his Bible images, 

Rembrandt consulted Jewish rabbis.  That the Bible was not just history but also 

personally relevant is highlighted by the way that Rembrandt often portrayed himself as 

a character, even in crucifixion scenes.  One of his most remarkable images is ‘The 

Hundred Guilder Print’, a scene that seems to portray the whole of Matthew chapter 19. 

 

Finally, Rembrandt shows us grace.  Rembrandt applied the Bible to himself.  One of his 

last paintings is The Return of the Prodigal Son  in which we see the younger son of Luke 

15 being welcomed back home by his father who, in a gesture of reconciliation and 

acceptance, has lovingly put both his hands on him.  The son has come home.  It’s a 

story that Rembrandt clearly identified with; his turbulent life revealed that he sought 

and received grace from Jesus our Saviour.  But then whose life does not? 

J. John 

Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 

(The paintings mentioned in this article can be seen on the internet.  The Night Watch was cut down 

from the original to fit into the Amsterdam Town Hall in the early 18th century.  A restoration of the 

painting, using modern technology and skilled artists has restored the painting to its original  size). 
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Remember Me’  

 St Paul’s Launches Fundraising Campaign for Memorial 

 St Paul’s Cathedral has launched a campaign in 

partnership with the Daily Mail to raise £2.3m 

to build a physical memorial in St Paul’s 

Cathedral for those who died as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.   The campaign has 

received support from HRH The Prince of 

Wales, leaders of all faiths and leaders across 

the political spectrum.  

It will be the first build of its kind at St Paul’s for nearly 150 years and is part of the b 
project, an online book of remembrance launched last year.  More than 7,300 names of 
those who have died as a result of the pandemic have been entered into the book.  

The campaign will install the online memorial book at a permanent site within St Paul’s as 
well as on the internet.  People entering the Cathedral by the new Equal Access Ramp will 
be able to go through the memorial into a tranquil space and take time to remember the 
many individuals who have died as a result of the pandemic. 

The memorial will be a portico in the North Transept on the site of an earlier porch 
destroyed by a bomb in 1941.  Oliver Caroe, the Cathedral’s Surveyor to the Fabric, who 
has designed the memorial, lost his mother during the pandemic. 

The campaign has been so successful that the target was reached in a matter of weeks.  It 
is hoped that the memorial will be completed in time for the second anniversary of the 
first lockdown, 23 March 2022. 

 
 

 

Obvious 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class 
why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with 
them to Jerusalem.   A small child 
replied: "They couldn't get a baby-
sitter." 
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Flowers for the glory of God 

 At the moment, there are no fresh 

flowers in church  

However, when fresh flowers are 

back in church you might like to 

commemorate a special family 

occasion; please consider a 

donation to the Flower Fund for an 

arrangement  

to be  placed in church on the Sunday nearest your special occasion.  

It may be that you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in 

memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you 

wish, include a special note with the flowers showing to whom they 

are dedicated.  For further details please contact Christina Higton or 

Dorothy Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators, at church when  fresh 

flowers in St Francis’ church resumes. 

 

The flower arrangement 

in the photos was on 

display in the church 

porch over Easter, 
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Heroes of Faith August: 

Pandita Ramabai   

Pandita Ramabai was a truly extraordinary woman: reformer, educator and evangelist. 

She was born in 1858 into a British-ruled India that was dominated by the Hindu caste 

system which placed everybody in rigid social levels and treated women as inferior to 

men.  Her father was a high-caste Hindu priest who, defying tradition, taught both 

Pandita and her mother to read Sanskrit, the sacred language of the Hindu scriptures. 

 

In the famine of 1876–78 Ramabai, aged 16, lost both parents and a sister to starvation. 

Penniless, she travelled with her brother over India, publicly reciting the Hindu scriptures. 

She was gifted with an astonishing memory and was invited to speak before the holy men 

- the ‘pundits’- in Calcutta.  They were so astonished with her knowledge of the sacred 

texts that she was awarded the title pandita – ‘the learned one’. 

 

Displaying the independence that was to be a life-long characteristic, Pandita broke 

cultural rules by marrying a man from a different caste.  Sadly, her husband soon died, 

leaving her a widow, with a daughter, at the age of 23.  In Hindu belief, the loss of a 

husband was felt to be a punishment on the wife for something bad done either in the 

present or in a past life, with the result that widows were condemned to live in exclusion 

and poverty.  Pandita, by now an orphan, a widow and a single mother, found herself in 

the worst of all situations. 

 

Defiantly rejecting any exclusion, Pandita began creating an association that would 

promote women’s rights - including education, women doctors and an end to child 

marriage. She soon became a figure to be heard and spoke powerfully in an enquiry run 

by the British authorities.  In various ways, Pandita encountered Christianity and, coming 

across a copy of Luke’s gospel, found herself impressed with how Jesus treated women. 

In 1883 Pandita came to Britain, with her daughter, in the hope of becoming a doctor, a 

venture that failed due to her advancing deafness.  She stayed with an Anglican women’s 

community where she was impressed by their care for prostitutes and the homeless.  She 

decided to become a Christian and was baptised.  It was a high-profile conversion that 

was considered a betrayal back in India.  Although Pandita accepted Christianity, she 

retained much of her culture, wearing Indian dress and remaining vegetarian. 

 

Pandita was passionate about reforms in India and travelled to the United States.  There 

she wrote a book that was very critical of the way women were treated in India.  She 

developed close friendships with many American Christian women activists, including 
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Harriet Tubman, and gained support from a wide range of churches and organisations. 

Pandita returned to India in 1888 where she immediately became involved in social work 

and opened Mukti, a residential centre near Mumbai where young widows could learn to 

read and write and be secure.  It grew rapidly and by 1900 had 1,500 residents. 

 

Pandita‘s life was transformed in 1891 when she read the book From Death into Life in 

which the English vicar William Haslam recounted his dramatic conversion from a dead 

formal Christianity to a living faith.  Pandita wrote, ‘One thing I knew by this time, that I 

needed Christ and not merely His religion.  I had at last come to an end of myself, and 

unconditionally surrendered myself to the Saviour.’  

 

From now on Pandita’s life had a new power and joy and although she remained heavily 

involved in social work, she was now an evangelist, preaching to all a message that 

focused on Christ, the Holy Spirit and prayer. 

 

Inspired by news of the Welsh revival of 1904 Pandita encouraged prayer for revival in 

India, and in 1905 there were extraordinary encounters at Mukti as the Holy Spirit fell, 

giving deep repentance, conversions and profound and lengthy worship.  The revival 

spread out across India and was a tremendous encouragement in the United States when, 

a year later, the Azusa Street Revival broke out. 

 

Pandita was an extraordinary linguist - she was fluent in seven languages including Greek 

and Hebrew - and in the last two decades of her life worked to create a new and more 

accessible Bible translation in her own Marathi language.  It was finally completed just 

days before her death in 1922 at the age of 64. 

 

Pandita had a remarkable life and three things intrigue me about it.  First, the progress of 

Pandita’s faith is fascinating.  Ramabai starts off as a good person - a committed social 

activist - who makes a Christian commitment and is baptised but who, some years later, 

comes into a deeper, joyful, Spirit-empowered faith.  It’s easy to get stuck in a rut in the 

Christian life and I suspect a lot of us need to progress from where we are. 

 

Second, the passion of Pandita’s faith is inspiring.  Ramabai always had an enormous 

passion to change things for the better.  With her first ‘head commitment’ to Christ and 

her later ‘heart surrender’, that zeal grew, deepened and became more focused.  Here’s a 

quote about Pandita late in her life: ‘She has but one idea, one ideal, and that is that she 

may reflect the Lord Jesus Christ.   



 

16 

Pandita Ramabai radiates the Lord Jesus.’  We need more like her!  

 
Third, the price of Pandita’s faith is challenging.  She lived sacrificially, earning nothing 
and owning nothing. She paid a price elsewhere.  With her independence and challenging 
faith, Pandita found herself something of an outsider, not just with Hindus but even with 
churches and missions in India. 
 
Although Pandita Ramabai was called by one Indian academic ‘one of the greatest Indians 
in all history’ she has been largely forgotten by her nation.  I think it’s time to remember 
her. 
 
J.John 
Reverend Canon  
 
Submitted by Rita Morse 

Goodbye to Pam Kaye 

Pam has been a much-loved member of St Francis’ Church for over 40 years and was 

active in many of our church ministries, providing help and support behind the 

scenes. She and her husband Philip used to take their grandson Christopher to Foot 

Prints before he started school.  

Many years ago, Pam trained as a pastoral visitor, after which she supported a local 

person who was living with AIDS. 

Her most recent role was as Pastoral Co-ordinator and she and Philip visited church 

members when they were in hospital and taking Holy Communion to those who were 

not able to get to church because of illness.  Pam was also a great support to Philip 

when he was churchwarden. 

Pam has now moved to Churchtown, Lincolnshire and will be with her family, Alex her 

daughter, Steve, her son-in-law and Christopher. 

We have not been able to say goodbye to Pam in the way we would have liked but 

were able to give her a gift as a token of our love and good wishes. 

We send our love and prayers to Pam and her family as they begin this new chapter in 

their lives and hope we will see her before too long. 
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Mothers’ Union News 

Although our meetings have been on hold 

because of the current restrictions, the work of 

the Mothers’ Union worldwide and in the Diocese 

of Sheffield continues. 

 

There are 44 branches of the Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Sheffield, with over 900 

members.  Although the Corona Virus pandemic means we can’t meet together we have 

been able to support the following: 

 
• Mothers’ Union run a number of 

toddler groups across the diocese; 

• Prison play area for visiting children; 

• Baptism and bereavement visiting; 

• Support four women’s refuges across 
the diocese; 

• Organise Away From It All holidays and 
away days; 

• Are part of the Clewer initiative working 
alongside Sheffield Police to provide 
bags containing essential items for those 
victims of modern day slavery; 

• Provide Red Boxes to schools across the diocese for those young people unable to 
access sanitary wear; 

• Prayer chain across the diocese and Wave of Prayer. 

We are part of a worldwide links with Diocese of Central Zimbabwe, Lango in Uganda, 

Kebbi in Nigeria, Tamale in Ghana and Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. 

 

At the time of writing it is hoped that the annual Mary Sumner Day Service will be able to 

go ahead in Sheffield Cathedral.  If it goes ahead it will be without the beautiful banners of 

the branches in the Diocese. 

 
The photo is St Francis’ Branch’s Mothers’ Union Banner which is displayed in church 

throughout the year.. 
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Book Reviews for July and August 

Margaret reminds us of the sort of questions we may be asked such as ‘what kind of day 
you have had?’ or ‘had a good day?’.  As a minister serving on the staff of St James’ 
Church, Selby and a regular contributor to the BBC Radio 2 ‘Pause for Thought’,  her book 
gathers together many of her experiences of her day through her warmth and wit.   Sadly, 
Margaret died a few years ago now but because of my friendship with her it reminds me 
of her when re-reading one of her books.   

My Kind of Day 

Rev. Margaret Cundiff..- Published by Triangle Books 

1990 

I have several books on my bookcases relating in some 

form or other about ‘Days’.  In this book Rev. Margaret 

Cundiff writes about her kind of day.   

This is another book I have used through the lockdown.  It is a book leading us gently 
through a day with inspiring and practical suggestions weaving a pattern of prayer, 
scripture reading, exercise and relaxation.   We may be thanking God now we have been 
freed from  some of the restrictions, 

‘One Day for God  -Making your own Retreat’  

Anthea Dove  - Published by Triangle Books 1995 

OUT of the ORDINARY 

Anthea Dove and Christina Caldwell. Published by Triangle Books 1995   

This book of Calligraphy and Meditations draws out particular Christian grace in objects 
we see and use everyday. 
 
Some examples are ‘Relax a While’ – lets start with the words by John Keble: 
New every morning is the love our wakening and uprising prove.  Do you start your day 
with a cup of tea and breakfast of perhaps toast?  Matthew 10:42 says, ‘If anyone gives 
a cup of water to one of these little ones, because he is my disciple, then in truth I tell 
you he will most certainly not go without his reward.’  Also bread  -newly baked, warm 
and smelling wonderful!  
 

The Anglican Church Eucharist reminds us that though we are many we are one body 
because we all share in one bread.  One of the miracles of Jesus is the feeding of the five 
thousand with five barley loaves and two fish (Matthew 14:15-21).   
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We ask God in the Lord’s Prayer to give us our daily bread too.  Fill in your kind of 
ordinary or extraordinary day and remember to look up at the end of the day at the 
night sky and be reminded of the nursery rhyme: 
Twinkle, twinkle little star how I wonder what you are or  these lines from the well loved 
hymn ‘Great is thy Faithfulness’: 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, join with all nature in manifold witness to 
thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 
Joy 

 

 Jesus: the unauthorized biography 
By Martyn Whittock and Esther Whittock, Lion 

Books, £10.99 

Who was Jesus Christ, and how did He make such an 

astonishing impact that still resonates today?  

This book explores the evidence from the New 

Testament gospels, early church writings, the 

apocryphal gospels, Roman literature, and 

archaeology, together providing a vivid portrait of 

Jesus’ first-century Jewish cultural context.  

As well as reviewing Jesus’ life and claims, the book explains questions such as why He 

was at odds with religious authorities; the influence of Roman occupation; the 

interactions with contemporary resistance movements; and the prominent role of 

women in His disciple community.  

 Colouring Jesus 
By Flix Gillett, Candle Books, £6.99 

Here is a fun activity book for children aged 7-9, 
which offers 14 pages of 
colourful comic strips telling the key events and 
verses about Jesus’ life and teaching. Comic strips 
are then provided as colouring activity pages for 
readers to illustrate in their own way. 
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Poetry to ponder 

William Shakespeare is remembered as England’s greatest playwright, and a prolific one. 

He was also an accomplished poet, and his sonnets are among the most beautiful poetry 

in the English language.  

The theme of this poem is that if we want to live a peaceful life, a life without tensions 

and problems, then we should spend time in the shelter of a greenwood tree  were we 

will find peace and quiet and respite from the bustle of everyday life.  The voice of birds 

is the only noise that intrudes on the solitude found under the greenwood tree.  Perhaps 

another way to describe this thought is ‘being in tune with nature, God’s creation. 

The title of this poem inspired another renowned English writer, Thomas Hardy,  to call 

his novel: Under the Greenwood Tree  

Under the Greenwood Tree 

Under the greenwood tree 
Who loves to lie with me, 
And turn his merry note 

Unto the sweet bird's throat, 
Come hither, come hither, come hither: 

Here shall he see 
No enemy 

But winter and rough weather. 
 

Who doth ambition shun 
And loves to live i' the sun, 
Seeking the food he eats, 

And pleased with what he gets, 
Come hither, come hither, come hither: 

Here shall he see 
No enemy 

But winter and rough weather. 
 

William Shakespeare 

From As You Like It 
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The Gateway 

Thank you to Nigel Morse who took this beautiful photo of Wickersley Woods in late 

spring .  

Five Fun Things to do During Boring Sermons 

1   Pass a note to the organist asking whether he/she plays requests. 

2   See if a yawn really is contagious.  

3   Slap your neighbour.  See if they turn the other cheek.  If not, raise your hand and tell 
the minister.  

4   Try to take the handbag of the lady in front of you by putting your toe through the 
handle. 

5   If all else fails, look up at the ceiling, point, and scream. 

** 
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 Silverwood Area Mission  

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, 

 St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, 

 St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

Area Mission Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Area Mission, to do 

all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout Wickersley, 

Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your Holy Spirit 

guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making new disci-

ples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Area Mission.  Please be encour-

aged to use it in private prayer and for prayer) 

 

Church Notices that Didn’t Quite Come 
Out Right…. 

 The preacher for Sunday next will be 
found hanging on the notice board in the 
porch. 

 The minister is going on holiday next 
Saturday. Could all missionary boxes be 
handed into the vicarage by Friday 
evening, at the latest. 

 Ladies, when you have emptied the 
teapot, please stand upside down in the 
sink. 
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Children’s Corner 

Answers on page 26 
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Children’s Corner 
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Children’s Corner 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Word search answers from P.23 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP CELEBRAT IONS July 2021 
Sunday  4th       10:00am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 11th       10:00am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 18th     10:00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 25th     10:00am Morning Prayer 

WORSHIP CELEBRAT IONS August 2021 
Sunday  1st       10:00am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 8th       10:00am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 15th      10:00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 22nd      10:00am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 29th      10:00am Morning Prayer 

Important Notice 

At the present time it is only possible to have one service on Sunday 

mornings.  Places must be reserved by contacting the church office by email 

(preferred) or telephone  between 10:00am  and 1:00pm on Tuesday 

mornings only.  Contact before these times will not be recognised.  The 

services are live streamed on YouTube.   

The opening of the church on Tuesday mornings will be on hold for July and 

August and will be reviewed to see if there is a need for this to resume in 

September.. 

Government restrictions will continue to be observed and the wearing of face 

masks, social distancing and sanitising hands on entering and leaving the 

church will continue.  In the meantime please continue to check the church 

bulletin, website and Facebook page in the event of changes to the current 

arrangement.  All contact details are provided on page 2 of the magazine. 


