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At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

church, call into church on 1st Saturday of each 

month between 10:00am and 12 noon or Tel: 

702576.  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Important Notice 

 

The church is open for services.  See the information on the back page. 

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on church activities.  

Cuppachat is on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am - 12 noon.  
The next one is on Saturday 2nd July 2022 and also on Saturday 6th 
August 2022.  Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ 
website for up-to-date information on the church activities.  

Mothers’ Union is the 2nd Monday of each month.  Meetings are in church, 
starting at 1:30pm.  Everyone welcome. 

Bramley Friendship Group meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month 
from 2:00pm  - 4:00pm in the hall.  Please bring your own art and craft 
materials.  Or if you prefer, board games are available or just come along and 
enjoy a cuppa and chat.  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and e-
mail address 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com.  Deadline: 15th of the month: Irene Magill, 

Editor 

Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or visit 

our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Churchwarden:  James Moore. 

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church Member: Wordle  

Celebrating the Platinum Jubilee of H.M The Queen 

Poetry to Ponder: God Save The Queen 

A Young Soldier in a Busy Market Place 

Landscape of Promise 

Calling All Crocheters And Knitters 

Heroes of Faith: William Carey   

Mothers’ Union’s Visit to Winthrop Gardens. 

Sea Sunday 10th July  

and much more 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

The photo on the cover of this month’s issue of Signpost was taken by Nigel Morse.  This 

is Wickersley Woods in all summer’s glory. 

Thank you, Nigel, for sharing this beautiful photo, which was taken last summer. 

 

Thoughts on God’s Creation 

I think that God’s works are so beautiful that I am amazed that people can admire them 

but deny that they have a Maker.  

Commissioner Catherine Bramwell-Booth  
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 Thoughts from a Church Member: 

Wordle 

Have you been bitten by the WORDLE bug?   This word game, which you play on your 
phone or computer is deceptively simple.  All you have to do is find the five-letter word 
within six guesses.  It sounds easy, but there are absolutely no clues to help you.  Could 
it be drain or train, baker or joker, chunk or clunk, mints or mince?  Trying to decide on a 
sensible solution without any hint about how to begin is just like life. 
 
Wordle creator Josh Wardle designed the game for his puzzle-loving girlfriend, he 
launched it to the world and within two months there were 300,000 players, now there 
are millions.   
 
It seems that the appeal with each new day’s empty grid is the almost limitless number 
of possible solutions.  There are about 13,000 five letter words in the English language 
and Wordle fans often think about five-letter words more often than they should.   
 
Rich, positive, life-affirming five-letter words keep jumping off the page when I read my 
bible. Words such as quiet, peace, value, worth, watch, learn, trust, power, mercy, 
plant, light, bread, kneel, fruit and faith.  Using the word faith as an opening word is a 
great way to start a new game and begin each new day. 
 
Because we are such diverse people, Christians will no doubt have different ideas about 
the best five-letter word of all from the Bible.  For me, it is saved.  Knowing God loves 
me enough to send Jesus to die for me, forgives my sins and gives me the certainty of 
eternal life with him, after my days on earth are over, is huge.   
 
Romans 5:8 says, ‘But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us’. (New International Version). 
 
What’s even more mind-blowing is that the free gift of salvation is available to 
everyone.  All you have to do is ask.  Romans 10:9 says, ‘If you declare with your mouth 
“Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved’. (New International Version)  

For St. Swithun’s Day—15th July  

St Swithun's day, if thou dost rain,  
For forty days it will remain;  

St Swithun's day, if thou be fair,  
For forty days 'twill rain na mair. 

Ancient rhyme   
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Celebrating H.M The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Bramley Friendship Group Celebrates 

 
Bramley Friendship Group met on the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend and in 
addition to the usual activities members brought with them their favourite poems to 
share.   There were poems relating to the Queen, favourite poems enjoyed over the 
years along with poems from childhood.  Wyn Hibberd shared a poem that she had 
written about the Queen (see Wyn’s poem on page 8 of this issue of Signpost). 
 
The group has had another visit from ‘Julie’s Crafts’ and members took the opportunity 
to do Iris Paper Folding, which is a paper craft technique that involves folding strips of 
coloured paper in such a way to form a design.   

 

The group meets 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at St Francis church and have a 
chat and cuppa as well as getting involved in crafts.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Malcolm Brown, had the pleasure of 
presenting a donation to Bramley Friendship Group. 

 

Malcolm, second from 
right in the back row is 
presenting the cheque to 
Alan Taylor, with other 
members of the  Bramley 
Friendship Group. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camera_lens
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Celebrating H.M The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 

The Jubilee Concert on 20th May 2022 

A sell  - out audience attended a fantastic concert in 

St Francis’ church, organised by Bramley Parish 

Council to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

The concert featured Bramley Brass band, the choirs 

from Bramley Sunnyside School and Ravenfield 

Junior School and commenced with two Girl Guides 

marching in the Union Flags.   

The audience were treated to a selection of music to suit everyone with a different 
young person introducing each item. Bramley Brass performed music from each decade 
of the Queen’s reign and the school choirs performed songs from the 70’s and the 90’s.  
2012 marked a year of celebration for The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and music with the 
patriotic title ‘Lovely Jubilee’ gave the audience a chance to sing and wave their flags to 
‘Rule Britannia’ and ‘Land of Hope and Glory’. 
 
The evening ended with band and choirs along with some of the children of band 
members joining together to perform ‘SING’ written by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Gary 
Barlow for the Diamond Jubilee.  A video of each decade of The Queen’s reign was 
shown throughout the concert and pieces of a Jubilee cake which had been baked were 
given to the children.  The chair of the Parish Council thanked everyone and proceeds 
from the evening were being donated to Bluebell Wood Children’s Hospice.  A sum of 
£500 was donated to Bluebell Wood Hospice. 
 

Bramley Parish Council: 
 
As part of the celebration of the Platinum Jubilee the 
parish council have given a grant to each school in 
the village to hold a ‘Street Party ‘ 
The Chairman of the Parish Council attended a 
Jubilee Picnic at Bramley Grange  
when children and parents were treated to a picnic 
and May Pole Dancing along with     other activities 
centred around the jubilee.  Thank you to the staff at 
Bramley Grange School for making memories for the 
children. 
 
Alan Taylor 
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Service of Celebration on Sunday 5th June 2022 

 St Francis’ church hosted a special Sunday morning 
service on 5th June 2022 to celebrate the Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee and very special it was too. 

The service was led by Rev Judy Leverton. Judy had 
a quiz where we had to 'fill in the blanks' such as 
questions about the Queen, for example her age at 
time of accession, which was good fun.   The music 
was provided by Steve Trotter on the organ with a 
few rousing hymns.  The Parish Council was 
represented by four members and it was so good 
of them to support us.  

We finished the service by singing the National 

Anthem which to me was very emotional.   I always 

get a lump in my throat when I sing God Save the 

Queen.   

If you couldn’t make the service you missed a treat.   

At the end of the service, refreshments were served, including a special celebration cake 
to commemorate the Jubilee. (See photo below  -Irene, Editor) 

Thank you to everyone who took part in this celebration of our Queen’s long and record  
-  breaking reign. 

 

Rita Morse 

 

Thank you to Sylvia Graham for the 

photo of the Platinum Jubilee celebration 

cake served as the end of the service. 

Also thank you to our flower ladies, 

Christina, Dorothy and Joy, for the 

flower arrangements in church which 

feature on these pages and on page 9, 

which were arranged especially for the 

Jubilee service. 
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Poetry to ponder 

God Save the Queen 

 

Raise your glasses  to her Majesty 

Elizabeth our wonderful Queen 

70 years her commission has been 

96 years old and without a doubt 

Strong determined what e’er is about 

Crowned, renowned, avowed to the last 

All this she has achieved in ages past 

Many Prime Ministers have served her fair 

While others have withered under her powerful glare 

Her love of horses never surpassed 

Beloved Philip sadly has passed 

Faithful as ever in her task 

Her beautiful smile often only a mask 

And as she nods and waves her hand 

Buglers and drummers strike up the band 

And as we stand and give three cheers 

Thank you Ma’am for Your Glorious Years 

Hip Hip Hoorah. 

 

Wyn Hibberd 
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It may be that you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in 

memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you 

wish, include a special note with the flowers showing to whom they 

are dedicated.  For further details please contact Christina Higton or 

Dorothy Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators. 

 

Flowers for the glory of God 

If you would like to commemorate a special 

family occasion; please consider a donation 

to the Flower Fund for an arrangement  to 

be placed in church on the Sunday nearest to 

your special occasion.  

  

The flower display in the left photo were sponsored by Hazel Clayton in memory of her 

daughter.  The flowers in the right photo were on display in the entrance to the church  

on 5th June for the Platinum Jubilee service. 
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A Young Soldier in a Busy Market Place 

The glorious sunshine was just beginning to heat up the already buzzing marketplace in 
Jamaica.  It was noisy and busy with people pushing hand carts overloaded with the 
produce needed to start their trading.  There were wheelbarrows filled with all sorts of 
things, essential to their day’s work; woven sacks full to the brim with vegetables, and 
everyone rushing hither and thither to be ready for when the customers arrived.   
 
Market stalls were being erected, some were just planks of wood balanced across 
trestles, whilst others were just boxes of their produce to be sold straight out of the   
boxes.  There was lots of banter amongst the stall holders as they laughed and joked 
with each other.  They were working busily, trying to get everything ready for what they 
hoped and prayed would be a good trading day for customers, rich and poor alike. 
 
There were lots of brightly coloured materials, typical of Jamaican culture, and some 
steel drums and guitarists were tuning up to provide the music that was part of this 
scene at this busy marketplace 
 
Soon everything was ready, and it was time for refreshment before the gates would be 
opened to let the customers in.  The Jamaican mams had their young babies strapped 
to them, not only to keep them safe, but because some were little more than new-born 
and needed to be breast fed on demand, a common scene in a place like this. 
 
Just behind the market stalls was quite a large clearing, at the side of which stood a fig 
tree, full of figs ready to be picked. It was adjacent to an orange tree, similarly laden 
with fruit.  No one attempted to touch the fruits.  All the toddlers started to gather in 
this opening, some of them had a tin that they were kicking to each other, others had 
empty plastic bottles with stones inside which they shook to make a noise and dance. 
They looked as if they were waiting for someone or something. 
 
Just before the gates were due to open, a young man wearing navy blue trousers, and a 
white shirt approached the children who ran to him hugging him and laughing and 
jumping up and down with excitement.  He was one of the young Salvation Army 
soldiers, who came every week to entertain the children while their parents worked. 
After a game of chasing, and rolling a football around the floor, they joined hands in a 
circle and started to sing a familiar tune.  Normally the words of ‘Old McDonald had a 
Farm’ would be sung to the tune, but the children sang: 
‘God Created all the World, I Know, I Know, I Know, 
And in the world he put some’….  
 
There was a slight pause, while the young Salvation Army soldier pointed to a child who 
shouted out the name of an animal….’sheep’ shouted the little one,  
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The song continued: 
 
‘There were big sheep, little sheep, little sheep, big sheep,  fat sheep, thin sheep, thin 
sheep, fat sheep; 
God created all the world I know, I know, I know’. 
 
The song continued with different children naming different animals and much laughter 
as the little children tried to fit the words and actions together. 
 
The young soldier raised his hands in the air and brought them down, and as the children 

squatted on the floor, he pointed to the fig tree, and opened his Bible, and read from 

Luke 13 v  6-9.  Jesus told this story ‘A man had a fig tree growing in his garden, he went 

to look for fruit on it but did not find any.  So, he said to the man who took care of his 

garden “for three years now I have been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and have 

not found any.  Cut it down!” ’  

 
As the young soldier told the story he used the tree behind him as a visual aid, then he 
explained what it meant.  He said:  ‘You see my dear little ones, it means that some 
people will hear the stories of Jesus and ignore them and go on living in a bad way, not 
being kind and loving and helpful.  They are like the tree that didn’t bear fruit but, the 
man dug around it and fertilized it, to give the tree a second chance to produce some 
fruit, because he wanted the tree to be useful.  That’s why I come here every market 
day, so that you can hear the Good News about Jesus, and then go and be kind, and 
loving and helpful to other children and adults, showing them how Jesus wants us to live 
and hope they will want to live that way too.  Remember everyone deserves a second 
chance, even if they get it wrong, once they can hear about Jesus and get it right next 
time.  Just like the man gave the tree another chance to produce fruit . So who do we 
want to grow up to be like?’  The children chanted J E S U S-  JESUS  and clapped and 
cheered. 
 
The young soldier reached into his bag and gave each child a magazine called ‘The Young 
Soldier’, 4 Wax crayons, and a packet of sweets.  The children all lined up to receive their 
gift and give the man a hug and a salute, raising their little index finger towards the sky. 
The young soldier picked a fig and an orange and gave them to each child as a reminder 
of what they had seen and heard that day. 
 
The people who had gathered around to watch and listen clapped enthusiastically. 
 
This is only a story, but we, too, are now challenged to live the Jesus way, and take any 
opportunity that comes our way to witness for Him, just like the young soldier in the 
busy marketplace. 
 
Captain Sylvia Bird 
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Landscapes of Promise: Forests 
 
Psalm 96:12-13 (an abridged version from the Bible) 
 
‘Let all the trees of the forest sing for joy, let all creation 
rejoice before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth’. 
Springtime in the woodland can be a magical place, with 
new growth of the pretty woodland flowers and the 
greening leaves of the trees.  The bird song strengthens 
and spring fever is in the air. 
 

Thank you God for these moments of joy  - -help us to treasure the memories of nature’s 
energy.  The squirrels come out to play and the trees produce blossoms and fruit. 
 
Forests have ancient trees of great significance and history.  As we think of forests and 
their beauty, there are dangers too.  In the barrenness of winter, the forest floor is dark 
with mud and dead leaves, the branches of the trees are bare and it’s not such an inviting 
place.  We can get quite lost in a forest.  Trees can be uprooted by strong winds and there 
is danger of forest fires too.  We can learn lessons for life through thoughts about trees 
and forests. 
 
We can rejoice in the good fruitful times in our lives and try to hold fast to our faith in a 
God of love when we feel the barren, desolate times that perhaps none of us escape from 
as surely as winter follows autumn.  But, as in the seasons of nature, there are seasons of 
life and springtime comes around again with new memories to make as new landscapes 
are explored.  So travel to your favourite forest in reality of imagination and God bless 
your journey. 
 
Joy 

 

Camping Tips 

When using a public camping ground, a tuba placed outside your tent will keep the 
spaces on either side vacant. 
 
You can duplicate the warmth of a down filled bed roll by climbing into a plastic dustbin 
bag filled with several geese. 
 
A potato baked in coals for an hour makes an excellent side dish.  A potato baked in the 
coals for three hours makes an excellent hockey puck. 
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Calling All Crocheters and Knitters ……. 

 Four years ago members of St Francis’ church responded to an 
appeal for poppies to be knitted and crocheted to decorate 
Bramley Village and church to mark the centenary of the 
ending of the First World War.  Every year we have been able 
to decorate  the church with these  poppies.   

This year we would like to decorate from the top of the church 
tower. In order to do this, we need more poppies.  If you 
knitted or crocheted last time, or not, we need YOUR help to 
achieve this goal.  

Sylvia Graham has patterns for either crochet or knitting and can even provide needles 
and wool.  If you have never knitted or crocheted before, don’t let that stop you as we 
are happy to show you what to do. 

Let’s really make our church a worthy visual memorial for this year’s time of 
Remembrance. 

(You can find the patterns to crochet or knitting poppies on page 17 of this issue of 
Signpost.)  

 

Seagull 

A woman went to the beach with her children.  Her four-year-old son ran up to her, 
grabbed her hand, and led her to the shore where a dead seagull lay in the sand. 
“Mummy, what happened to him?” the little boy asked.  

Not wanting to upset him, she said: “He died and went to heaven.”   

The child thought for a moment and said, “And God threw him back down?”  
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Heroes of Faith: William Carey  

If you’ve ever wondered how much anyone can do in a lifetime, then take a look at 

William Carey. 

 

Born in Northamptonshire in 1761, the young Carey soon showed extraordinary 

linguistic ability.  Leaving school at 14 he became a cobbler, but as he worked on shoes 

he studied new languages. He came to faith in Christ in his teens and, at the age of 20, 

married Dorothy. 

 

In 1783 Carey was appointed a local schoolmaster.  His mind, however, was increasingly 

focused on more distant horizons; he researched all he could to find out about the 

world and the extent of Christianity, praying over the vast areas where the gospel had 

not been preached. 

 

In 1792 Carey printed a pamphlet entitled An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians 

to use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens, arguing that Jesus’ Great Commission 

of Matthew 28:16-20 was still binding on the church.  Shortly afterwards he preached a 

sermon to Baptist leaders, out of which came a phrase that was to be permanently 

associated with him: ‘Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God.’  The 

result was the creation of what was to become the Baptist Missionary Society and it 

was soon agreed that he personally should go to India.  In 1793 Carey, with a pregnant 

wife and four children, set sail on a journey that was to take five months.  For the first 

few years in India they faced not just poverty and ill-health but the hostility of the 

British colonial authorities to missionary activity.  Finally, Carey got a job managing a 

dye plant that allowed him to continue translating the Bible into the Bengali language. 

 

Eventually, after seven years of struggle, matters began to improve.  There was the first 

trickle of converts and, after relocating to a Danish colony at Serampore, now part of 

greater Calcutta (Kolkata), Carey was able to set up the printing press from which came 

the first Scriptures and textbooks in local languages.  Two missionaries, Joshua 

Marshman and William Ward, also arrived and, with Carey, formed a powerful team 

that endured for decades.  In 1801 the British authorities recognised Carey’s 

extraordinary ability by offering him a position teaching Bengali at a college for British 

civil servants. This position allowed Carey to translate the Bible into other Indian 

languages. 

Setbacks, however, continued.  Dorothy Carey died in 1807. (Carey was to suffer the 

loss of his second wife and to remarry a third time.)  
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 There were countless illnesses, the deaths of colleagues and children and a fire that 

destroyed years of work.  Yet as time passed, the achievements of Carey and his co-

workers accumulated.  Between 1801 and 1832 his Serampore Press printed 212,000 

copies of books in 40 different languages.  Forty-five free schools catering for thousands 

of pupils of every social class were created, and in 1818 Serampore College was founded 

to train pastors but also to provide education to anyone ‘regardless of caste, colour or 

country’.  It was to become the first institution in Asia to grant degrees. 

 

Carey spent his final years quietly revising his Bengali Bible, preaching and teaching.  He 

died in India in 1834, aged 72. 

How much can anyone do in a lifetime?  Carey sets a very high benchmark.  He mastered 

numerous Indian languages, translating the Bible into Bengali, Oriya, Assamese, Marathi, 

Hindi and Sanskrit.  In his lifetime, his mission printed and distributed all, or parts, of the 

Bible in over 40 languages and dialects.  He pressured the British authorities for wide-

ranging social reforms including outlawing widow burning and child sacrifice, and he 

worked constantly to undermine the caste system.  He protected lepers, introduced 

savings banks to fight crippling interest rates for borrowers, and encouraged education 

in every form and for everybody, including women, lower-caste individuals and the poor. 

Somehow he found time to study and write extensively on Indian botany and set up the 

Agricultural Society of India with a view to improving India’s farming system.  Carey’s 

achievements are even more remarkable precisely because he was a pioneer: he 

followed in no one’s footsteps. 

 

In considering all that Carey did over four decades in India, I’m struck by how he lived 

out in different ways the three great Christian values of faith, hope and love. 

Carey’s faith had determination.  He saw the world’s need to hear the gospel and 

committed himself to it.  In India he pushed on through discouragements, difficulties 

and disasters.  When asked about his achievements Carey said that he was a plodder: ‘I 

can plod. I can persevere in any definite pursuit.  To this I owe everything.’  I think we 

could do with a few more plodders today! 

Carey’s hope was seen in his expectation.  Theologically, Carey was an optimist and held 

the view that God’s will was that the kingdom of God would ultimately expand across 

the world.  As such Carey saw his role not simply in seeing short-term effects but in 

laying the foundations of a glorious church in Asia.  In our time, such confidence and 

long-term vision are much needed.  
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Carey’s love was displayed in his compassion.  Carey loved India and his passion for 

social reform was driven by his desire for men and women to find the freedom that 

there is in Christ.  

That compassion was seen in a desire to understand Indian culture.  Although Carey 

never drifted from his belief in Christ as the only saviour of humankind, he engaged 

deeply with Indian culture, translating many of the Hindu epics into English. Carey’s 

work is a reminder that all we do must be done in love. 

 

‘Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God’ was the motto Carey gave 

to history.  Carey did both and in doing so became a man who achieved great things for 

God.  May we also ‘expect great things from God’ and ‘attempt great things for God’. 

 

J.John 

Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 

  

Church Library 
 

Have you noticed the addition of a library of books in church 
hall?   
These have kindly been donated to us by Laurie Flack after 
the death of his wife Ann, who attended our church.  Please 
feel free to borrow or take any books that you would like to 
read.  Books are a wonderful resource.  They can take us to 
world-wide places for adventure, and can be companions in 
our hours of loneliness, sadness or can make us laugh with 
amusing stories and tales.  We can use them for references 
to gain knowledge and understanding. 

Look amongst the shelves of the book case for something to your liking  - poetry, art, 
gardening, history, novels and so on.    We are sure there will be something for everyone.  
 
 HAPPY READING. 
 
If you have read a book you have found useful and enjoyed you may consider doing a 
review for the church magazine. 
 
Alan Taylor 
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Crochet a Poppy 

Using a 4.5mm crochet hook and double knitting – please adjust to suit your yarn you 

have available. 

Using black yarn ch 4 and join with a slip stitch (creates the centre circle). 

Row 1: Ch 2, work 11 tbl stitches into the centre circle – join to the first stitch with a slip 

stitch. 

Row 2: Join the red yarn and chain 3 (counts as 1tbl) and work 3 tbl stitches into the next 

stitch. Work 3 tbls into each remaining stitch – join to first stitch with a slip stitch. 

Row 3: Chain chain 3 (counts as 1 tbl) and work one stitch into the next stitch. Work two 

tbls into each remaining stitch – join to first stitch with a slip stitch. 

Bind off and sew in tails. 

Knit a Poppy 

Using 41/2mm knitting needles cast on 80 stitches in red. 

Work 8 rows in k1, p1. 

Break off red and join black – first row purl. 

Next row k2, k 2 together to end. 

Next row p1, p2 together. 

Next row k2 together to end. 

Break off and thread through stitches, pull up tight and fasten off. 

Sew together row ends. Leave black ends for sewing  

 

Summer Guide to Modern 
Science around the House 

1. If it's green or it wiggles, it's Bi-
ology. 

 2. If it stinks or explodes, it's 
Chemistry. 

3. If it doesn't work, it's Physics. 
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Browsing the Bible 
The Old Testament 

 Habakkuk was a man who asked difficult questions of God 

and sought answers.  He was troubled by what he saw 

happening in the world then, as we are now  - wars, 

illness, famine, slavery and so on.  Habakkuk took these 

bitter complaints to God, ‘Why is there evil in the world?’ 

he asked, as it broke his heart to think that wickedness in 

the world seemed to be winning over goodness.  Life is 

filled with questions asking ‘how, why and when?’, and we 

probe to find satisfying answers  

Although there are no easy answers to many of the questions Habakkuk asked, and we 
may still be asking the same ones today, God is still in control of the world despite the 
apparent triumph of evil.  One day he will rule the earth with perfect justice.  Like 
Habakkuk we need to wait, hope and trust in God even when we don’t understand why 
events occur as they do.  Habakkuk concludes with a song of praise.  The prophet 
acknowledges God’s person, power and plan.  By looking at God and not his own 
circumstances, Habakkuk is transformed from being restless to being able to rest in God’s 
purposes. 
 
Zephaniah’s overriding theme is God’s judgement, because of the people’s wicked ways.  
The first chapter of Zephaniah’s prophecy is filled with terror.  In chapter two however, a 
whispered promise appears  -‘Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, you who do what 
he commands.’  In chapter three finally there is true hope, grounded in the knowledge of 
God’s justice and in his love for his people. 
 
Haggai Although Haggai is a small book, it is filled with challenge and promise, reminding 
us of God’s claim on our lives and our priorities.  Pressures, demands, expectations and 
tasks can push us to the limits of our time and energy. 
Haggai’s single task was to get God’s people to work at rebuilding God’s temple which 
had been destroyed about 70 years before.  Rebuilding the temple of God for the people 
to have a place to worship and praise God was the vital spiritual message that was 
important to the prophet Haggai.  Today our churches of bricks and mortar, boards and 
nails keep us grounded and connected with the ordinary world in which we live, and 
where we can worship, praise and pray to God too. 
 
Zechariah was a major factor in recovering the magnificence of the proud people of 
Judah who had returned from the degradation of exile in Babylon.  He reinvigorated their 
imagination with his messages, visions and images of a sovereign God.  The messages 
forged a fresh vocabulary that gave energy and credibility to the long-term purposes of 
God being worked out in their lives.  
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Zechariah is prophesying in 524BC and talking to the residents of the destroyed 
Jerusalem.  His language was poetic and visionary.  Today, it can be interpreted as God 
outlining his intention to restore Israel and to make Jerusalem his dwelling place again; 
he announces divine judgement on nations who oppressed Israel and on individual sin.  
The later chapters outline some events that will occur before the ultimate fulfilment of 
these visions.  A king will come.  God’s scattered people will gather in Israel.  There will 
be a refund payment of thirty pieces of silver.  The nations will mourn for the one they 
have pierced.  A shepherd will be struck and forsaken.  Christians believe that such a 
vision has been partially fulfilled in the flesh and blood appearance of Jesus Christ.  
They also believe that it will be completely fulfilled through his Second Coming at the 
end of time.  Like other prophets , Zechariah blended prophecies of the present, near 
future and final days into one sweeping panorama.  Through his message we learn that 
our hope is found in God and his Messiah, who are in complete control of the world. 
 
Malachi:  The Last Book in the Old Testament   
Malachi’s prophecy is a mixture of good and bad news.  He starts with the good news: 
through the prophet, God reminds the people of Israel of his love for them.   
Then follows the bad news.  When it comes to sacrifices, God requires animals without 
defect.  But the people are offering blind, crippled or diseased animals.  God considers 
this cheating and regards it as an insult. The priests have fallen short of God’s 
standards and their teaching of the law is second rate.  In their financial giving, people 
are short changing God and are questioning whether their faith is worth the effort. 
Even though the place of worship  - the Temple  - has been rebuilt, it is the purity of 
worship that still needs working on.  
 
Help, though, is at hand.  A day is coming when ‘all the arrogant and every evil doer 
will be as stubble’ (like the ground after the grain has been harvested.)  Those who 
revere God’s name, ‘the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays’.  In the 
light of this, God implores his people to keep the faith. 
 
There is more good news.  Before the day of God’s final reckoning comes, he will send 
a messenger  - “like the prophet Elijah”  - to prepare the way  - (in the New Testament 
John the Baptist.)  The Lord will come to his Temple; the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you desire will come’. 
 
This reference to the Messiah is the last word from God recorded in the Bible until 
John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, appears in the wilderness crying: ‘Prepare 
the way for the Lord.’ 
 
Joy 
 



 

20 

We did not have our usual meeting in church in June; we went on our summer outing on 

Tuesday 14th June 2022.  This was a very enjoyable day and 23 members of Mothers’ 

Union and friends visited Winthrop Gardens in Wickersley. 

It was a very warm and sunny day so we were able to sit outside and chat until everyone 

had arrived.  We were then shown around the gardens by one of the volunteers, who  

explained how the gardens came into being and pointed out hidden gems in the gardens 

and amongst the flowers which we might otherwise have missed. 

Afterwards we gathered in the Atrium for a delicious Afternoon Tea, which included bite  

-  size savouries such as sausage rolls, quiche, a selection of sandwiches, scones with 

cream and strawberry jam and delicate fancy cakes.  As it is the summer of celebration 

for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee we were all ‘invited’ (no afternoon tea unless we all 

agreed) to wear a hat appropriate for the occasion from a selection available to us. 

Judging by the chatter and laughter I think I can say everyone had a wonderful time and 

it was made perfect by glorious summer weather, unlike the last time we visited a few 

years ago, when it rained! 

Our next meeting is on Monday 11th July at 1:30pm and we are back in church.  We will 

be hosting our annual strawberries and cream tea, in aid of AFIA (Away from it All) which 

provides holidays for families in need.  We will also have a speaker from Samaritan’s 

Purse to talk about the charity’s essential work, especially to the children of Ukraine. 

Everyone is very welcome to all of our meetings and we look forward to welcoming you 

to this event. 

Irene Magill 

 Monday 11th July at 1:30pm 

St Francis’ Mothers’ Union invites you to 

its Annual cream tea and strawberries in 

aid of AFIA and guest speaker from 

Samaritans Purse.  There will also be a 

silent auction and raffles. 

Entry: £3 
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Members of St Francis’ church and friends enjoy Afternoon Tea at Winthrop Gardens, 

wearing very posh hats 

Thank you to Anne Walker who organised this event and also to the volunteers at 

Winthrop Gardens who looked after us and made us so welcome.. 
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Sea Sunday 10th July 2022: 
 Celebrating the Mission to Seafarers 

 

Others went out on the sea in ships; 
They were merchants on the mighty waters. 

They saw the works of the Lord, His wonderful deeds in the deep. 
Psalm 107: v 23 and24 

 
As well as Christian Festivals that often fall on Sundays, some Sundays are designated to 
commemorate or celebrate a particular part of the church’s ministry.  One such Sunday 
is Sea Sunday and this falls on Sunday 10th July 2022.  It celebrates the Mission to 
Seafarers.  Founded in 1856,  this Anglican charity was originally called the Mission to 
Seamen but changed its name to reflect the increasing number of women who now 
work at sea.  The Mission’s Patron is Her Majesty The Queen and its President is the 
Princess Royal. 
 
How do we define a seafarer?  Well, it’s anyone who works on board any type of 
seafaring vessel from fisherfolk on fishing vessels and trawlers to merchant shipping, 
transporting cargo around the globe. 
 
This may sound like a simple definition, but it covers a huge variety of vessels.  The work 
of seafarers is perhaps not always appreciated nor understood.  Every day, 365 days a 
year, the work of the seafaring work force continues, often in very difficult and 
dangerous conditions.  Not only do seafarers have to face the challenge of the elements, 
but there is also the very real threat of piracy and hijacking of ships.    
 
The work of the Mission to Seafarers is also nonstop.  It provides help and support to 
merchant seafarers in over 200 ports in over 50 countries around the world to whoever 
needs it, regardless of religious beliefs.. 
. 
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There are about 1.5 million international seafarers worldwide and  they are so important 
in helping to maintain our way of life by importing and exporting  goods to and from our 
shores. 
 
Day and night for 365 days per year, the Mission is on call providing help for seafarers, 
with port chaplains and volunteers there to offer a helping hand, providing practical, 
emotional and spiritual support through ship visits, drop-in seafarers centres and a range 
of welfare and emergency support services.  
 
An important part of The Mission to Seafarers’ work is to raise awareness of threats to 
merchant shipping.  The incidence of piracy has decreased in recent times, although 
incidence of hijacking at sea, kidnapping and violence make the seafarers’ occupation one 
of the most dangerous in the world. 
 
Seafarers far from home and in need of friendly support will find help and support in many 
ports, thanks to the continuing ministry of this Christian charity. 
 
Irene Magill 

 

WOW! 

WOW Rotherham is a vibrant and 
colourful celebration of women 
connecting Rotherham to other 
women and girls across the globe as part 
of the WOW  - Women of the World 
family.  
Local artist Teresa Sayner will be coming 
to Bramley Friendship Group and running   

a workshop on Thursday 7th July between   2pm – 4pm.   This free to attend workshop 
will teach how to make paper flowers that will be used to decorate the entrance to the 
festival which is at Clifton park on 16  -17 July. 
 
Please spread the word and bring a friend. 
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Important Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 2nd July: Cuppachat in church between 

10:00am  - 12 noon. 

Thursdays 7th and 21st: Bramley Friendship 

Group in the church hall between 2:00  - 4:00pm 

Monday 11th July: Mothers’ Union Strawberries, Scones and Cream Tea in aid of AFIA in 

the church hall from 1:30pm. 

Thursdays 4th and 18th August: Bramley Friendship Group in the church hall between 

2:00  -4:00pm. 

Saturday 6th August Cuppachat in church between 10:00am  - 2 noon. 

Tuesday 9th August Mothers’ Union Mary Sumner Day Service: 2:00pm ar Sheffield 

Cathedral. 

A Very Important Date in September: 

Sunday 4th September: Rev. Helen Terry will be commissioned as Curate in Charge at the 

Sunday morning Service by Rt. Revd Dr Pete Wilcox, Bishop of Sheffield.  

Please note the service will be at 11:00am and will be followed by a Bring and Share 

lunch. 

Contact Details for St Francis’ Church 

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

 

Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Church Office: Tel 01709 702576 
 

 St Francis Church Bramley     
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

 Silverwood Area Mission  

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, 

 St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, 

 St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

Area Mission Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Area Mission, to do 

all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout Wickersley, 

Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your Holy Spirit 

guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making new disciples, 

to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Area Mission.  Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services). 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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Worship Celebrations during July and August 

2022 

All Sunday Morning Services at 10:00am 

July 

Sunday 3rd  Morning Worship   

Sunday 10th Holy Communion 

Sunday 17th Morning Worship 

Sunday 24th Morning Prayer and Holy Baptism 

Sunday 31st Morning Worship 

August 

Sunday 7th Morning Worship and Holy Baptism 

Sunday 14th Morning Worship and Holy Baptism 

Sunday 21st Morning Worship 

Sunday 28th Holy Communion 

 

Everyone is very welcome at all our services.  A designated 

play area for children and parents has been set aside in 

the church. 

 

Refreshments are served in the church hall at the end of 

the service. 


