
 

1 

£1 

 

March 2021 



 

2 

At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

Church, Tel: 702576,  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the 

above telephone number and e-mail address. 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com  Deadline: 15th of the month. Irene Magill, 

Editor 

• Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or 

visit our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Wardens:  Mr Alan Taylor and Mr Terry Walker 

Important Notice 

Please note all our groups are suspended at present.   We will, of course, let 
you know when we can restart our activities.   

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on the resumption of church activities.  
The church is currently closed for services. See the information on the 
back page.   

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ Church  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

St Francis Bramley                       St Francis Bramley                       

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church  Member—Lockdown 
The Prayer Course—Lent 2021 

Congratulations 

Bouquet of Blessings Part 2 

Heroes of Faith Shi Meiyu 
St Francis’ Church on Social Media 

and much more 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

After the coldest January in Yorkshire for a decade, the snow continued into February. 

As we enter March there are signs that spring is on its way.  Snowdrops have been 

peeping through the snow and daffodil shoots have been growing through the winter 

months.  They will soon be in bloom  to welcome spring. 

It’s been a long winter as the third lockdown has continued, but the vaccine rollout gives 

us cause to believe that, with the lengthening of the days, and flowers beginning to 

provide welcome colour, the worst of this pandemic is behind us. 

Church Closure 

The PCC decided at its recent meeting to continue with the current closure of the church 
for communal worship.  This decision will be reviewed at its next meeting on 11th March 
2021. 

Funeral services will continue to be held un the church, following the Government’s 
restrictions and safety measures. 
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 Thoughts from a Church Member Lockdown  

‘Lockdown’ is a word that has become familiar nowadays, in connection with the 
coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic crisis faced by the world.  We find this word 
everywhere :on the radio, television, newspapers, magazines, and social media. The word 
‘lockdown’ has the definition:  ‘an emergency measure or condition in which people are 
temporarily prevented from entering or leaving a restricted area or building (such as 
schools) during a threat of danger.’  These restrictions now apply to social places of 
entertainment or exercise. 
 
Many countries apply lockdown and social distancing rules to stop the spread of COVID-
19, (you don’t need me to remind you of these), rules that have caused many problems in 
society.   They paralyse economic activity, many people have lost their jobs, schools are 
closed, (except for certain instances  i.e. children of key workers etc), many people are 
starving because it is difficult to get food. Many non-essential shops are closed, and other 
difficulties have arisen because of this problem.  Even as God's people, we do worry 
about every situation we experience, including this coronavirus crisis. Instead of focusing 
on each difficulty and sinking in fear, let's look at the positive side of this crisis.  The 
pandemic is an opportunity to test our faith, to be genuine before God.  The Apostle 
James says ‘Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.’ (James 1:2-4 NIV). 
 
There are many Bible stories that can relate to lockdown, such as Noah in the ark and 
Paul in his prison cell. We can also learn from the experience of the prophet Ezekiel when 
he faced God's command of lockdown and social distancing in Ezekiel chapters 3 and 4.   
Although Ezekiel’s visions and prophecies were clear and vivid, very little is known about 
his personal life.  He was being trained for the priesthood until, along with thousands of 
other young men, he was deported from Judah to Babylon.  God called Ezekiel to be his 
prophet during one of Israel’s darkest times.  From this story we can see the trials ,or 
tests, that faced Ezekiel, how he got through them, and why these tests can help us to 
become God's people with genuine faith in this crisis.  From the many tests Ezekiel 
experienced in these two chapters, let's take the 3 biggest tests.  
 
The first test faced by Ezekiel was the test of obedience (Ezekiel 4:1-3).  When the 
Government gives directions for lockdowns at home and to maintain social distancing, do 
we comply?  There are still many people who don't want to obey that direction, especially 
when the Government made a suggestion that churches had to be closed.  But we have to 
remember that the Government is a servant of God (Romans 13), a God who acts for the 
welfare of His people and in this case, the Government's recommendations are very good 
for protecting our bodies which are the temple of God (1 Corinthians 3: 16-17).  
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Oswald Chambers, the early-twentieth-century Scottish Baptist evangelist and teacher, 
wrote ‘The golden rule for understanding spiritually is not intellect, but obedience – and 
obedience must be the character of God's people’.   
 
Jesus said that when we obey His commands, that is proof that we love Him, "If you love 
me, keep my commands." (John 14:15).  He also said about the blessing of obedience, "If 
you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love" (John 15:10). 
 
The second test, faced by Ezekiel, is the test of loyalty (Ezekiel 4:4-8).  The best test for 
loyalty is time.  Ezekiel was faithful to God's commands.  As God's people who are 
carrying out God's work, let us faithfully do it, ‘He that is faithful in that which is least is 
faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.’ (Luke 16:10 
KJV).  When our work on this earth has been completed, we will be the winner with 
Jesus. 
 
The third test is a test of humility (Ezekiel 4:9-17; 5:1-3).  Ezekiel obeyed all that God 
commanded, he humbled himself before God.  The COVID-19 crisis teaches us we must 
have a humble character that will give us success in spiritual matters and in all things. 
 
Paul exhorted the Philippians to be as humble as our Saviour: ‘In your relationships with 
one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God, did 
not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death — even death on a cross!’ (Philippians 2:5-8 NIV). 
 
Ezekiel, when facing God's command to lockdown, did not have thoughts like, ‘these 
sinners are the people of Israel and Judah, so why do I have to have all these tests?’ or 
maybe you think, ‘I have accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour, so why do I have to be 
tested by  coronavirus?  Why do I have to lose my job?’: and so on.  Instead of asking 
questions like that, let us learn from Ezekiel's example:  He continued to do what God 
commanded him.  He remained as God's agent ‘from his home’. 
 
Ezekiel taught the exiles that God expected personal obedience and worship from each of 
them.  As in Ezekiel’s day, it is easy for us today to forget that God has a personal interest 
in each of one of us.  We may feel that we are insignificant when we look at world events, 
but knowing that God is ultimately in control and that he cares can bring a new sense of 
purpose to our lives. 
 
Let us make this COVID-19 crisis an opportunity to make our faith genuine before God. 
Let it make us more obedient, more loyal, and more humble before Him. 
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Lord, teach us to pray … (Luke 11:1) 

 

In my experience, many Christians feel rather dissatisfied with their life of prayer.  They 
want to ‘go deeper’ or feel that there must be more to learn.  But, so often, they can feel 
‘stuck’ and not sure what to do.  How refreshing The Prayer Course has been so far; 
simple and yet profound at the same time.  I want to share in this article just one insight 
about how we approach prayer.  It focuses on giving thought to how we begin and end 
any prayer time. I think it could well enrich the experience of prayer for many people. 

A model shared in the second video is P.R.A.Y.  Already it has the 
advantage of being instantly memorable! 

P = Pause. We live in a hectic world. Often we are tempted to rush 
into God’s presence with a list of requests, conscious that we 
don’t have much time. Yet, the best way to start to pray may be to 
stop: to consciously still ourselves, to become aware of God’s 
presence. As it says in Psalm 37:7:  Be still before the Lord and wait 
patiently for him.’  

Practically, we can sit or walk quietly, breathe deeply and allow distractions to fall away. 
None of this is complicated but it makes sense.  There are many situations where 
someone takes time to prepare before they act: the rugby  player lining up a penalty kick, 
the pianist about to play. Pausing is vital.  But it may be something that many of us miss 
out when praying. Try it! 

 

R = Rejoice.  In the Lord’s Prayer, this comes very early: ‘hallowed be 
Your name’.  Philippians 4 says this should mark our whole lives: 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice!.  Why is this 
important when praying?  It gives us perspective, reminds us how 
great God is.  

 

How can we do this in simple ways?  You could read (part of) a psalm; after all, this was 
the prayer book of Jesus!  And the psalms stretch us a bit because they sometimes praise 
God in ways that don’t naturally occur to us.  Or you could use a worship song / hymn or 
simply say ‘thank you God’ as you count some of your blessings.  Maybe you do this 
already; great!  But, if not, try it.  See how it changes or shapes your prayer times. 

 

John Hibberd presents a personal reflection, early on in our Lent+ course. 
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 A = Ask. Probably this is what most people think prayer is really 

about! Jesus did teach us to ask in the Lord’s Prayer for a whole 
variety of things – for God’s kingdom to be built up, for our 
daily needs, for forgiveness and grace in our own lives to forgive 
others   So, don’t give up on asking! But, it’s not the case that 
asking = prayer and the other parts are just the ‘warm up’. It’s 
all prayer  Try setting your ‘asking’ prayers in this framework 
and see if they become a richer experience. 

 

Y = Yield. In The Prayer Course, Pete Greig says when he teaches 
this to children, Y = simply my ‘Yes’ to God. That’s what yield 
means really! Having paused, rejoiced and asked, again the way 
we end benefits from a bit of simple attention. Having laid out 
before God what we have to say, we stop to listen to Him.  

We consciously surrender our lives to Him again and ask for a fresh in-filling of the Spirit. 
Surely that’s better than off-loading our requests, pulling up our sleeves, and thinking: 
‘time for me to make this happen’! 

The beauty of this P.R.A.Y. model is that it can fill just 5-10 minutes or a whole day, and it’s 
simple for all ages. In terms of growing in prayer, what struck me most is this: we do not 
have to learn lots of special prayers or complicated theories. Often simple small changes 
in how we pray can take us into a new and deeper relationship with God. 

It's interesting that the Scrabble letters with the highest values are those to do with 
pausing and yielding; coincidence or God trying to tell us something? 

You can find more information about the course here:  

https://prayercourse.org/sessions  

St David’s Day—1st March 

Be joyful and keep your faith and your creed. Do the little things that you have seen me 
do and heard about; I will walk the path that our fathers have trod before us. – St David 

  

Dydd Gwyl Dewi Hapus, or Happy Saint David's Day! 

 

St Patrick’s Day—17th March 

He [God] watched over me before I knew Him, and before I learned sense or even 
distinguished between good and evil, and He protected me, and consoled me as a father 
would his son. - St Patrick 

https://prayercourse.org/sessions
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 The Lord’s Prayer 

I was struck by a piece I saw in another church’s magazine*, about the Lord’s Prayer, and 

it gave me a lot to think about.  The version is from the King James’ Bible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I cannot pray ‘Our’ if I am not in communion with fellow Christians. 

I cannot pray ‘Father’ if I do not treat Him as such, on a daily basis. 

I cannot pray ‘who art in heaven’ if all my interests are on earthly things. 

I cannot pray ‘hallowed be thy name’ if I am not striving, with God’s help, to be holy my-

self. 

I cannot pray ‘Thy will be done’ if I am disobedient to His commands. 

I cannot pray ‘on earth as it is in heaven’ unless I am truly ready to give my life to God’s 

service here and now. 

I cannot pray ‘give us this day our daily bread’ if I am not willing to work for it and to 

share with my neighbour in need. 

I cannot pray ‘lead us not into temptation’ if I deliberately remain somewhere where I 

am likely to be tempted. 

I cannot pray ‘Thine is the power and the glory’ if I am seeking power for myself and my 

own glory. 

I cannot pray ‘for ever and ever’ if all my attention is on daily affairs. 

I cannot pray ‘Amen’ unless I can honestly say ‘Cost what it may, this is my prayer’. 

 

Irene Magill 

(*From the church magazine of St Michael and All Angels, Abbey Wood, London)  
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Congratulations to George 

It’s a Dog’s Life 
 

A dog walks into a butcher’s shop and the butcher asks, “What do you want?” The dog 
points to steak in a glass case. “How many pounds?” The dog barks twice. “Anything 
else?” The dog points to some pork chops and barks four times. So the butcher wraps 
up a two-pound steak and four pork chops. He then takes money from a purse tied 
round the dog’s neck and sees him out. A customer, who has been watching in 
amazement, follows the dog to a house several blocks away, where it rings the doorbell 
to be let in. As the owner appears at the door, the customer says, “What a remarkable 
dog!” “Remarkable?” snorts the owner. “This is the second time this week he’s 
forgotten his keys.” 
 
Thank you Wyn Hibberd for sending in this  dog tale. 

George Fisher is celebrating his 90th birthday, on 4th March. 

Many Happy Returns on this milestone birthday George.  Sending you best wishes  from 

everyone at St Francis’ Church. 
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Bouquet of Blessings 

 

The verse says,  ‘For oft when on my couch I lie, in vacant or in pensive mood, they flash 
upon that inward eye which is the bliss of solitude, and then my heart with pleasure fills 
and dances with the daffodils.’   
 
Tulips  in my book of how flowers got their names it says it’s thought to be the Latin 
name of the Arabic word for ‘turban, and they once must have grown wild on the 
Turkish hillsides’.  An unexpected treat of beauty that would surprise  anyone who came 
across them.  In the late 1500s the bulbs were priceless and various disaster stories are 
told of great fortunes made and lost because of these bulbs.  We think today of the 
Dutch tulip fields, and if we have seen them, we are in awe of their colourful splendour.  
No wonder that in the language of flowers the tulip says ‘Fame and Beautiful Eyes’. 
 
Bluebell – The Wild Hyacinth symbolises constancy, kindness and playfulness.  What a 
pleasant sight it is to walk through a wood whose floor is abloom with bluebells which 
have the ability to re-appear and brighten woods year after year.  The bulbs are buried 
deep within the dark, cold soil where it attracts no attention, until the ground warms up 
in spring and transformation begins.  The leaves push their way to the surface of the 
earth and grow until buds turn into flowers and lift their faces to the sun. 
 
Jesus was buried deep with within a cold dark tomb until the third morning dawned and 
a transformation began.  The earth shook and the stone rolled aside and Jesus rose from 
the dead.  What a faithful God we have. 
 
‘The earth laughs in flowers’   (Ralph Waldo Emerson 1803 - 1882) 
 
GOD BLESS  
 
from JOY 
 

Song of Solomon Chapter 2     Winter is past – the 
flowers appear on the earth and the time for spring 
has come. 
 
Daffodils: Regard and Respect.   The daffodil is also 
known as The Lent Lily, which is very appropriate for 
this season in the church year.   
 When daffodils begin to bloom I’m reminded of the 
familiar poem by William Wordsworth the last verse 
of which could be very apt as we have been or are still 
in lockdown.  
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Flowers for the glory of God 
At the moment, there are no fresh 

flowers in church because all church 

buildings remain closed.  However, 

when church services do resume, you 

might like to commemorate a special 

family occasion; please consider a 

donation to the Flower Fund for an 

arrangement to be  placed in church  

on the Sunday nearest your special occasion.  It may be that you 

would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in memory of a loved 

one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you wish, include a 

special note with the flowers showing to whom they are dedicated.  

For further details please contact Christina Higton or Dorothy 

Barnett Flower Team Co-ordinators, at church when  flowers in St 

Francis’ Church resumes. 

 Although the church is 

closed, flowers are on 

display in church as 

funeral services are being 

held.  Flowers are not 

normally in church during 

Lent, but these flowers  

will remain in church to 

welcome bereaved 

families and  friends. 
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Heroes of Faith— Shi Meiyu 

Shi Meiyu was born in Jiujiang, on the shores of China’s Yangtze River in 1873.  Both her 
parents were first-generation Christians: her father a Methodist pastor and her mother 
principal of a Christian school.  For millennia women had had a well-defined, second-
class role in Chinese culture.  Of the many injustices girls faced, the worst was that it 
was still the custom for a young girl’s feet to be bound, crushing the bones in order to 
produce small feet that were the hallmark of a superior social class.  In a decision that 
foreshadowed their daughter’s own radical actions, her parents refused to do this. 
 
Mocked for her unbound feet, Shi Meiyu grew up as an outsider and her father, 
impressed by a Western female doctor, decided that she should train in medicine. 
Taught in both Chinese and English, Shi Meiyu was sent to the United States in 1892 for 
professional medical training.  Faced with a widespread inability to pronounce her 
name, Shi Meiyu adopted the name ‘Mary Stone’ and in 1896 she and a friend became 
the first Chinese women to graduate as Western-trained doctors. 
 
Shi Meiyu returned to Jiujiang and almost immediately demonstrated her independence 
by politely rejecting a mission board’s offer of work in an American-run hospital.  Still 
only 24, Shi Meiyu was confident that it was time for Chinese Christians to take the lead 
and with a colleague set up a clinic.  It was a success and with American financial 
support she was soon able to open a 95-bed hospital. 
 
Shi Meiyu spent nearly fifty years working in China.  Despite the fact that her small 
stature meant that she had to sit on a stool to operate, she became a respected 
surgeon.  She dispensed medicines and carried out tiring medical visits in the 
countryside, where she would often treat fifty patients in a day.  Yet Shi Meiyu was far 
more than just a pioneering doctor, and for years was not only the administrator of the 
hospital but created and ran training programmes for nurses.  Her vision knew no limits 
and she was involved in setting up hospitals, training centres and schools across China, a 
nation almost the size of Europe. 

Shi Meiyu became a well-known champion for a range of social causes.  She did all she 
could to lift women out of their subordinate status, encouraging some to become 
doctors, campaigning against foot-binding (which was eventually outlawed) and letting 
her hospital and nursing school become a haven for abused women.  Shi Meiyu cared 
for the disabled, was concerned about orphans – adopting four with a friend – and was 
one of the founders of the Chinese Red Cross.  She continued to maintain good links 
with the United States, where she was a popular speaker, and after the Second World 
War she retired there, dying in 1954 at the age of 81. 
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At the heart of this remarkable woman and her innumerable initiatives was a vibrant 
Christian faith.  In the hospital, the day opened with worship – often led by Shi Meiyu – 
and she expected her nurses to be evangelists.  As an increasing number of young Chinese 
doctors arrived, Shi Meiyu was able to step back from practising medicine to spend more 
time on her evangelistic and church work.  She was an important figure in the Chinese 
church, where she is still honoured, and became the nation’s first ordained female pastor. 
 
There is much in the life of Shi Meiyu that challenges and encourages me. 
 
First, I see a godly passion.  The world is divided into those who are driven and those who 
drift.  Shi Meiyu was in the first category, seeing the spiritual and physical needs of an 
enormous nation and working tirelessly to meet those needs.  It’s a great thing to dream 
dreams but it’s an even greater thing to work to make them happen.  Do we have her 
passion and zeal?  If not, why not? 
 
Second, I see a godly wisdom.  It would have been easy for Shi Meiyu to have burned 
herself out in the innumerable battles she faced as a doctor and administrator.  But she 
knew her limits and, aware that she could not realise her vision for China alone, trained 
others in medicine, nursing and evangelism.  Most importantly for the long term, she 
trained them to train others.  Equally, Shi Meiyu didn’t just campaign for progress, she 
demonstrated by example that Chinese women were capable of the highest levels of skill, 
learning and administration.  Shi Meiyu saw, too, that ultimately China could only be 
effectively evangelised by the Chinese themselves and had a vision for a truly indigenous 
church independent of foreign missions.  That emphasis was to prove invaluable when the 
Communist government expelled foreign missionaries in 1949. 
 
Third, I see a godly balance.  During Shi Meiyu’s lifetime China underwent cultural and 
economic changes that in many Western countries had taken centuries.  Living through 
such turbulent times she fought many battles as a reformer.  It would have been easy for 
her extraordinary energies to have been so diverted but her prayerful relationship with 
Christ remained at the centre of all she was.  She was never anything other than a 
Christian with a heart of Christ.  

The Bible reminds us that any genuine living faith must be worked out in practice.  In Shi 
Meiyu’s life we see an example of this on a grand scale: she impacted a vast nation for 
Christ.  May the Lord raise up more Shi Meiyus for a time such as this. 

J. John 
Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 
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Mothers’ Union 

Although we have not been able to meet, the work of Mothers’ Union worldwide 

continues. 

On the first Friday of March every year the Mothers’ Union encourages its world-wide 

branches to hold a Day of Prayer.  Due to the current circumstances, the service in 

church has been cancelled.  Wickersley Methodist Church, this year’s host, has 

requested that members of the four churches in our group be asked to set aside some 

time on Friday 5th March (ideally at 2:00pm when the service would normally start) and 

follow the service in the booklet that has been circulated to members. 

This year’s theme is ‘Build on a Strong Foundation’ featuring the scattered islands of 

Vanuatu.  They are situated just over 1,000 miles to the east of Australia in the 

southwestern pacific.  The women of these islands will be among the first to pray on the 

Day of Prayer, helping to set off the wave of prayer across the globe. 

The format of the service was prepared by a writing committee that was formed from all 

the different denominations and islands and chose the theme.  They understand the 

need for safe buildings and strong foundations as the islands are in the South Pacific 

tropical cyclones zone.  Cyclone Pam caused great devastation in 2015 and the islands 

were just beginning to recover when in April 2020 Cyclone Harold destroyed everything 

in its path. 

Donations are invited (normally there would be a collection taken during the service) to 

continue the important work of Mothers’ Union in places like Vanuatu. 

This year, Mothering Sunday is on 14th March and falls on the 7th day after the 

International Women’s Day on 8th March.  Mothers’ Union is inviting members to come 

together in 7 days of prayer, reflection and action.  Although apart, we can come 

together in prayer and empower women all around the world.  On Mothering Sunday 

we have the opportunity to thank God for the women who have had the greatest impact 

on our lives and to celebrate motherhood for the unconditional love and great sacrifice 

it can mean. 

Bishop 

A little girl told her mother, “we went to a confirmation service at the cathedral and I 
saw the bishop.  Now I know what a crook looks like!” 
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Poetry to ponder 

‘Tis Spring 
From:  A Shropshire Lad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Tis spring; come out to ramble 
The hilly brakes around, 

For under thorn and bramble 
About the hollow ground 
The primroses are found. 

 
And there's the windflower chilly 

With all the winds at play, 
And there's the Lenten lily 
That has not long to stay 
And dies on Easter day. 

 
And since till girls go maying 
You find the primrose still, 

And find the windflower playing 
With every wind at will, 

But not the daffodil, 
 

Bring baskets now, and sally 
Upon the spring's array, 

And bear from hill and valley 
The daffodil away 

That dies on Easter day. 
 

A.E Houseman 
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 St Francis’ Church on Social Media   

 Facebook is a social networking site that makes it easy for you to connect and share with 
family and friends online. Originally designed for college students, it was created in 2004.   
Facebook's mission is to give people the power to build community and bring the world 
closer together. People use Facebook to stay connected with friends and family, to 
discover what's going on in the world, and to share and express what matters to them. 
 
Our Church Facebook page was created in 2015 and we use it to let people know about 
our Sunday services and how to access them while we are having them on Zoom.  It is 
also a page to share scripture verses and a thought for the week/weekend to help us 
through this difficult time we are facing.  Prior to the Coronavirus Pandemic our page let 
people know about community events in church like ‘Cuppa and Chat’, Mother’s Union, 
Bramley Apples and ‘Footprints’ as well as any fundraising concerts taking place.  Now 
we have a vaccine, hopefully it won’t be too long before some or all of these events can 
re-start. 
 
If you are on Facebook please  ‘like’ and ‘follow’ our Church page and to share and 
encourage your friends to do the same. 
 
The Diocese of Sheffield’s Mission Action Plan 4, which our PCC is implementing covers, 
Worship, Evangelism and Mission and our Facebook page will try to put these topics out 
into the wider community. 
 
Don’t forget to check out our Church Website  http://www.stfrancisbramley.org 
 
Alan Taylor 
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Silverwood Mission Partnership 

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

Important Message from Rev Peter Hughes: 

St Alban’s will continue unchanged through the new lockdown.  We can accommodate 

30-40 worshippers at our Sunday 9.30am (Holy Communion) and 6.00pm services and 

Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion.  Our friends from the Partnership are more than 

welcome to join us.  First come first served.  

The 9.30am Sunday Holy Communion service will be livestreamed: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA.  It will be available 

afterwards via the same link on our YouTube Channel. 

Ravenfield will offer private prayer 10.30 – 11.00am on Sundays except for the second 

Sunday when I will celebrate Holy Communion.  Braithwell will host Morning worship at 

10.30am on Sundays except Week 4, when I will celebrate Holy Communion. 

Mission Partnership Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Mission Partnership, 

to do all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout 

Wickersley, Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your 

Holy Spirit guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making 

new disciples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Mission Partnership. Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services) 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfe088e8da9624bdd8df608d8b3f13932%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637457195909030182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
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Book Reviews 

Alive Again— The Easter Story 

By Raffaella Ligi and Sarah J Dodd (Lion Children’s, £5.99)  

 

Here is an engaging retelling of 

the first Easter, with bright and 

appealing pictures that bring the 

powerful scenes to life. Ideal for 

reading aloud, sharing the events 

of the Easter story with children 

aged 4-6.  

God in the Garden 
By Philip Eley, Kevin Mayhew 

£12.99  

This book offers you a year of weekly Bible 
reflections that follow the seasons and 
changes of the gardener’s year.  That may 
make it a good gift for gardeners, organic 
food growers, families with allotments and 
fans of our Wild Worship series.  The devo-
tions help to encourage consistent devo-
tional time – outside with God and deep-
ening a spiritual relationship.  

Bend 

I got a package envelope in the mail the other day that had written on the front, 
‘Photographs: Do Not Bend’. 

 

Underneath the postman had written: ‘Oh yes they do.’ 
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AT HOME IN LENT: AN EXPLORATION THROUGH LENT OF 46 OBJECTS 
by Gordon Giles  (Bible Reading Fellowship) 

 

Is your home your spiritual castle the first sentence asks you ?  Several writers have 
penned the words: 
‘ A man’s house is his ( or her ) castle’, and hymn writer Arthur Smith Arnott (1870 – 
1941) wrote 
‘Home is home however lowly, 
 home is sweet when love is there.’ 
This book seeks to spiritually enter into your home as a welcome guest.  In these days of 
lockdown this may be a ‘Godsend’ to discover through your fixtures, fittings and other 
items with which we surround ourselves at home.   
 
The introduction of the book tells us the Holy Spirit of God is everywhere and in 
everything if we only look with the right eyes and a humble frame of mind.  During Lent, 
we are called to read and reflect, to be penitent and patient and to journey towards the 
renewing light of the Easter dawn.   
 
Revelation 3: 20-22 says, ‘Behold, I stand at the DOOR and knock.  Genesis 18: 27-33:  
FIREPLACE – ‘Ashes to ashes’. BATHROOM SCALES, WASHING MACHINE, TELEVISION 
and over 40 more items are included to spark your interest. 
 
 

From a Parish Newsletter:    

‘Children are normally collected during the Offertory Hymn’. 
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Children’s Corner 
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Children’s Corner 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

News from the Diocese of Sheffield 

The Diocese of Sheffield has recently announced the appointment of six honorary 

canons (who can be lay or ordained) by the Bishop.  The appointments are in 

recognition of distinguished service to the diocese.   Whilst they have no direct part in 

the governance of the cathedral, they promote its mission and ministry throughout the 

diocese. 

Among the appointments is our own Area Dean of Rotherham, Rev Phil Batchford, vicar 

of Rotherham Minster and priest in charge of St Paul’s church, Masbrough. 

And Finally …. 

Peace 

After a very long and boring sermon, the parishioners glumly filed out of the church past 
the minister.  Towards the end of the queue was a thoughtful person who always 
commented on the sermons. ‘Vicar, today your sermon reminded me of the peace and 
love of God.’  

 

The vicar was thrilled. ‘Nobody has ever said anything like that about my preaching 
before.  Tell me why.’ 

‘Because it endured forever.’ 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP CELEBRAT IONS March 2021 
 

Sunday 7th        10:00am Service via Zoom 

Sunday 14th        10:00am Service Via Zoom 

Sunday 21st        10:00am Service Via Zoom 

Sunday 28th       10:00am Service Via Zoom 

 

Important Notice 

At the time of going to print, the UK is in lockdown.  Although 

communal acts of worship are allowed, under the current restrictions, 

the Bishop of Sheffield has advised churches to decide individually 

whether to continue with ‘on-site’ worship, but advises churches to err 

on the side of caution.  

The PCC decided that, due to the rise in Covid 19 cases and the 

concerns regarding the new variant, and with the Bishop of Sheffield’s 

permission, the church should close for communal acts of worship.  

This decision will be reviewed by the PCC on 11th March 2021. 

Should the PCC decide that services can resume, information will be 

given on the church’s website and Facebook page as well as in the 

church bulletin. 

Government restrictions will continue to be observed and the wearing 

of face masks, social distancing and sanitising hands on entering and 

leaving the church will continue.  The church is cleaned between the 

two Sunday morning services.  

We aim to livestream the 11:00am service via YouTube when services 

recommence. Check our website, Facebook page and YouTube 

channel  

 

See page 2 for details of links.. 


