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At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

Church, Tel: 702576,  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the 

above telephone number and e-mail address. 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com  Deadline: 15th of the month. Irene Magill, 

Editor 

• Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or 

visit our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Wardens:  Mr Alan Taylor and Mr Terry Walker 

Important Notice 

Please note all our groups are suspended at present.   We will, of course, let 
you know when we can restart our activities.   

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on the resumption of church activities.  
The church is currently closed for services. See the information on the 
back page.   

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ church  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

St Francis Bramley                       St Francis Bramley                       

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church  Member  - After Easter  
The National Day of Reflection  

Heroes of Faith :  - Sojourner Truth 

Remembering Linda Gregory 

Bouquet of Blessings Part 4  -The Perfume of Flowers 
Christian Aid Week  - 10th—17th May 2021 

and much more 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 
The first anniversary of the first national lockdown was observed across the country on 
23rd March 2021 as a national day of reflection  The day was organised by the charity for 
end of life care, Marie Curie.  

St Francis’ Church was opened for an hour on 23rd March, and included the minute of 

reflection at 12 noon.  The response to the reflection in St Francis’ church was very good. 

There are also photos  and further details of the National Day of Reflection on page 6 of 

this issue of Signpost 

Thank you to Rita Morse who took the photo on the cover which was taken shortly after 

the church opened. 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

The annual Parochial Church meeting will be held in church on 17th May 2021 at 7:15pm.  

There are three vacancies for membership of the Parochial Church Council.  Application 

forms are available on request from the church office. 
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 Thoughts from a Church Member:  

After Easter 

The anniversary of Jesus finishing his earthly ministry can risk being ignored, usually 
because it falls during the week, rather on a convenient Sunday.  Of course, a few days 
after, we arrive at Pentecost Sunday, and that is a much more convenient day and 
occasion to mark.  Let’s face it, whatever we may think about the Holy Spirit, we can at 
least acknowledge the birthday of the church!    
 
Ascension Day is a truly remarkable day in many other ways.  It shows an enormous act 
of faith on the part of the disciples, whose own faith had been tested over the span of 
Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection.  This time, we see the faith that Jesus has in his 
disciples.  Jesus had given them the opportunity to take baby steps into life without him 
when he sent them out into towns and cities (Matthew 10, Luke 9 and 10), but the 
Ascension marks a watershed moment where faith is truly put to the test.  The promise 
of the Holy Spirit is all that the disciples can hold onto for the future.  Not knowing how 
the rest of the book of Acts would play out, they would have left the mountain-top with 
only an upper room to return to.  Not knowing what form the Holy Spirit would take 
(another Messiah?) or when it/he/she would arrive (how long?), there wasn’t a great 
deal to go on.  But this is the depth and risk of faith that Jesus showed in these men and 
women.  It was certainly a risk; who could tell if they would stay in the threat-filled city 
or, like Peter only a short while before, head back to the comfort of the lake and fishing 
net?  The following few days would tell. 
 

I wonder what the mood was among the disciples as they left the mountaintop where 
they had witnessed Jesus ascending to His father.  We are left speculating about this, but 
it is doubtful that they went on their way rejoicing.  I imagine their journey back to 
Jerusalem as being a long, hard slog. You would think that the descent from the summit 
would be easier than going up, but I think that their feet would have dragged, unwilling 
to leave that fateful spot. Far from the public gaze, I wonder how often they turned back 
to see if Jesus was still there, wondering where they had got to.  But no, there was no 
repeat of the sudden reappearances of the last few weeks; even back in their room in 
Jerusalem, Jesus did not suddenly appear to them.      
 
Let us try and understand that day in the context of today.  The disciples have been left, 
without the security and reassurance that would have come with being with Jesus.  They 
could well have felt invincible; after all, even death had not been able to hold Jesus 
down.  But now they felt anything but.  There are parallels between us in our current 
state and those disciples.  We have lost a lot of the comfort that we derived from the 
simple pleasures of being together in one place, whether that is in church or with family 
members.  We might even feel abandoned by God, such is the depth of feeling that has 
been expressed.  
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I think that the disciples trudging back to the city would strike a chord with us.  Of course, 
we know what happened next for them and how the coming of the Holy Spirit launched 
what has evolved into what we now call church.  For us, though, we are still waiting in the 
upper room; unsure of what the future will hold  
 
Some of us may be wondering what church will look like when the Government guidance 
enables us to start meeting again. How will that work, how often shall we meet, what can 
we do, will we ever have tea and coffee after the service again? These are all crucial 
questions for another time. 
 
Another question is, what is God going to do?  Do we believe that God’s Holy Spirit is right 
in the thick of it today; ministering to those who are sick, comforting those who are 
grieving and offering peace to those who are troubled. But what next? Are we going to 
receive an out-pouring of God’s Holy Spirit, meeting us in our grief and confusion and 
taking us into some glorious new future with him. 
 
The disciples had to stop relying on the presence of the resurrected Jesus in order to deal 
with the reality of each day, while waiting for an unknown future. Jesus placed his faith in 
them that they would stick around to see something wonderful……  dangerous, but 
wonderful.  We have had to stop looking at the reliable structures of old in order to deal 
with the grim reality of the coronavirus pandemic.  Jesus has faith in us that we are going 
to keep going through this. What the future holds we do not know, but we can cling onto 
the promise that God is going to be right at the heart of it.  Are we willing to stick 
around…? 
 

Ascension 

To complete Your seamless robe, and so to complete our faith, You 
ascended through the air into the heavens, before the very eyes of the 
apostles. In this way You showed that You are Lord of all, and are the 
fulfilment of all creation.  Thus from that moment every human and 
every living creature should bow at Your name.  And, in the eyes of 
faith, we can see that all creation proclaims Your greatness.    

 

A prayer of Bernard of Clairvaux (1090 – 1153). He was the main 
inspiration of the Cistercian Order of Monks.   
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The National Day of Reflection 

The first anniversary of the first national lockdown was observed across the country on 

23rd March 2021 as a national day of reflection  The day was organised by the charity for 

end of life care, Marie Curie.  Its patron, The Prince of Wales, sent a special message, 

which you can read on  page 8 of the magazine.  The purpose of the day of national 

reflection was  for everyone across the nations to come together to ‘reflect on our 

collective loss, support those who have been bereaved, and hope for a brighter future’.  

 

St Francis’ Church opened for an hour on 23rd March, and included the minute of 

reflection at 12 noon.  People could drop in for the whole hour or whatever time they 

were able. There was background music from Taize and prayers on screen, some provided 

by Marie Curie.  Outside, the church had yellow ribbons decorating the rails to the 

entrance into church, yellow being the colour of Marie Curie.  A large poster was on 

display outside, inviting people to come in. 

 

The response to the reflection in St Francis’ church was very good. 

 

 

The above photo was taken by Annette Walker at the end of the hour’s reflection, 

before the candles, lit by those who attended, were extinguished. 
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At the end of the hour’s reflection, Annette Walker blew out the candles and took them 

home.  She re-lit them in the evening to coincide with the vigil of light that Marie Curie 

had invited people to participate in, to show that light is shining in the darkness caused 

by Covid 19. 

 

Thank you to all who made this possible in St Francis’ church: Terry Walker who arranged 
for prayers to be displayed on the screen above the altar, Annette Walker who ordered 
and organised the sand tray with the candles and Sue Watts who provided the 
background music from Taize.  Both Annette and Sue stewarded the hour. 
 
Sue commented that this event reminded her of the word TEAM with its message that: 
Together Everyone Achieves More. 

The above photo was taken by Annette Walker, after she re-lit the candles and placed 

them in her home to burn out  

‘This Day of Reflection is an opportunity to pause and remember all that’s happened over 

the past year, to mourn those who have died but also to give thanks for those who have 

looked after us and our communities.   It is a moment to pray together to our Father in 

Heaven to comfort us in our grief and to lead us into the hope of the risen Christ and the 

eternal life he promises.  

As we reflect on the pandemic, may He strengthen our resolve to rebuild a kinder, fairer 

and more compassionate society, may He be with those who are struggling and may He 

guide us in honouring those we have lost over the past year’.  

Message of the Most Rev Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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Message from The Prince of Wales. Patron of Marie Curie 

for the National Day of Reflection 

Over the past year our country has been through a trial which has tested our resolve and 

our resilience in countless ways. We have all been inspired by the resourcefulness we 

have witnessed, humbled by the dedication shown by so many and moved beyond words 

by the sacrifices we’ve seen. 

We are emerging from this time with a renewed confidence in one another, and with a 

strength and faith in our society, richly diverse in its many communities and cultures but 

united in its commitment to the common good and the welfare of others, particularly 

those most vulnerable.  

As we do so it is right that we pause to remember those whose lives have been so 

tragically cut short. 

As patron of Marie Curie I am so very proud that this charity, which does so much to help 

people at the end of their lives, has taken a lead in helping the entire country cope with 

losses we have never foreseen but must never forget. 

Whatever our faith or philosophy may be, let us take a moment together to remember 

those who have been lost, to give thanks for their lives, and to acknowledge the 

inexpressible pain of parting. In their memory let us resolve to work for a future inspired 

by our highest values, that have been displayed so clearly by the people of this country 

through this most challenging of times. 

God of Love 

As we think about all that has changed this  

year 

help us to trust that you are always with us. 

As we remember those who have died. 

help us to trust  that they are at peace with 

you. 

As we reach out to others with kindness and 

care 

May hope shine out in every heart and 

home.  

Amen 
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 Flowers for the glory of God 
 At the moment, there are no fresh flowers 

in church because all church buildings re-

main closed.  However, when church ser-

vices do resume, you might like to com-

memorate a special family occasion; 

please consider a donation to the Flower 

Fund for an arrangement to be  placed in 

church on the Sunday nearest your special 

occasion.  It may be that you would like to sponsor one of the ar-

rangements in memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and 

we can, if you wish, include a special note with the flowers showing 

to whom they are dedicated.  For further details please contact Chris-

tina Higton or Dorothy Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators, at 

church when flowers in St Francis’ church resumes. 

 

The flower display in the 

photo was arranged 

especially for the service 

on Easter Sunday. 

Flower arrangements 

were also in the porch. 
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The woman who became known as Sojourner Truth was born Isabella Baumfree in New 

York in 1797.  Born into slavery, Isabella was to be a slave for thirty years.  She suffered 

bitterly: her brothers and sisters were sold off in her infancy, she grew up without 

education and remained illiterate.  At the age of nine Isabella was sold at auction with a 

flock of sheep for $100.  Speaking only a form of Dutch, she failed to understand the 

orders of her new English-speaking owner and as a result was whipped so brutally that 

she bore the scars all her life.  Isabella was to be bought and sold four times by a 

succession of owners, some of whom abused her physically and sexually.  She married 

another slave with whom she had five children. 

 

Although New York State began abolishing slavery in 1799 it was a task that took another 

thirty years to complete.  In 1826 Isabella, who had some Christian teaching, felt led 

through prayer to leave her owner.  She took an infant daughter but as her other children 

were still legally bound as slaves she was forced to leave them behind.  Free, Isabella 

learned that her five-year-old son had been sold illegally and took the case to court and 

recovered her son, becoming the first black woman to win a case against a white person. 

 

In 1828 Isabella moved to New York where she worked as a housekeeper and, becoming 

involved in various churches, started to acquire a reputation as a preacher. 

 

Isabella’s faith grew, and aware that Jesus had liberated her from all that slavery had 

inflicted on her, realised that she was indeed ‘born again’.  As a symbol of that 

transformation she changed her name to Sojourner Truth on Pentecost Sunday 1843.  

Her name was chosen because she felt that the Holy Spirit was calling her to become a 

travelling preacher who would stay only temporarily in places – sojourning – in order to 

preach the truth.  With a new confidence and determination, she travelled across the 

United States preaching the gospel and that slavery must be abolished.  It was not easy: 

while slavery had been abolished in these regions, discrimination persisted and she was 

frequently criticised and attacked. 

 

Sojourner Truth soon acquired a reputation of being a remarkable speaker.  Nearly six- 

feet tall, she spoke with poise and passion.  She was gifted with words, used vivid 

imagery, had a ready wit and often accompanied her preaching with song.  

Heroes of Faith: Sojourner Truth— 



 

11 

 

She was a powerful evangelist but increasingly spoke about social reform, whether 

slavery, women’s rights or prison conditions.  Even when she preached on social issues, 

her love of Jesus and of the Bible (which she constantly had read to her) was always a part 

of what she said. 

 

In 1850 Sojourner Truth gave an account of her life in The Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A 

Northern Slave. An honest account of her sufferings, it sold well and encouraged the 

growing antislavery movement.  A year later Sojourner Truth attended a women’s 

convention where she made a passionate speech demanding justice for both women and 

blacks.  Although it made an impact then, it acquired a new life when years later, amid the 

Civil War, it reappeared in a dramatically rewritten version in which Sojourner Truth spoke 

in a way that made her sound like a stereotypical black slave of the southern United 

States.  

 

In this popular version, Sojourner punctuates her speech four times with a cry that has 

gone down into history: ‘Ain’t I a woman?’ 

 

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Sojourner Truth helped recruit black troops for the 

army. She continued preaching and speaking nationally and, an increasingly well-known 

figure, eventually met President Lincoln. 

 

Sojourner Truth continued her speaking ministry after the war; there were always 

injustices to denounce and causes to promote. She maintained her speaking ministry until 

she was well into her seventies. She died in 1883 and her last words were: ‘Be a follower 

of the Lord Jesus!’ Far from being forgotten after her death, Sojourner Truth became an 

inspiration for subsequent generations. In 2009 she became the first African American 

woman to have a statue in the US capitol and, in an extraordinary gesture, NASA gave her 

name ‘Sojourner’ to its Mars Pathfinder robotic rover in 1997. 

 

Sojourner Truth impresses in many ways. Let me list just two. 

 

First, I find myself inspired by her forgiveness and grace. Despite having suffered 

extraordinary injustices, Sojourner Truth forgave and, while continuing to fight against 

injustice, rejected bitterness.  In a speech she admitted that although she had once hated 

white people, since meeting ‘her final master’ Jesus, she was filled with love for everyone.  
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Second, I’m struck by how Christ changed her.  Remember, this was an illiterate woman 

who had been crushed down under slavery for the first thirty years of her life.  Yet after 

her conversion, she became someone full of confidence and a sense of mission who 

preached boldly before thousands.  It’s a proof that, as an evangelist, I see everywhere: 

Jesus Christ transforms lives.  

Sojourner Truth was an extraordinary woman with a remarkable sense of mission.  She 

reminds us of what a single life, even with the most unpromising beginning, can achieve. 

It’s something to inspire us all. 

 J. John 

Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 

 

 

 

Mea Culpa 

A group of lads took a trip to France and decided to attend Mass in a small town, even 
though none of them understood French.  They managed to stand, kneel and sit when 
the rest of the congregation did, so it wouldn't be obvious they were tourists.  At one 
point, the priest spoke and the man sitting next to them stood up, so they got up, too. 
The entire congregation broke into hearty laughter.  
 
After the service they approached the priest, who spoke English, and asked him what had 
been so funny.  The priest said he had announced a birth in the parish and had asked the 
father to stand up. 

Sportsmanlike 

During a game, the coach asked one of his young players: ‘Do you understand  
what cooperation is?  What a team is?’  The little boy nodded yes.  ‘Do you understand 
that what matters is winning together as a team?’  The little boy nodded yes. ‘So,’ the 
coach continued, ‘when a strike is called, or you are out at first, you don't argue or curse 
or attack the umpire. Do you understand all that?’  Again, the boy nodded yes. 
 
’Good,’ said the coach.  ‘Now go over there and explain it to your mother.’ 

 

Chicken run 

Idealistic politician: ‘I dream of a better tomorrow where chickens can cross the road and 
not have their motives questioned.’ 
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Remembering Linda Gregory 

superb marmalade, which was sold in aid of Mothers’ Union Funds, and the projects 

supported by the Mothers’ Union, such as AFIA (Away from it All holidays for struggling 

families in the Diocese of Sheffield) and the Mothers’ Union Overseas Fund.  Linda raised 

more than £350 through the marmalade sales.  Linda was an active member always 

there when anything needed doing, helping with the refreshments when it wasn’t even 

her turn, making date and walnut cakes and her pastry was out of this world, so crisp 

and light.  Linda’s particular speciality were almond and coconut tarts. 

On quite a few occasions Linda carried the Mothers’ Union Banner at the Mary Sumner 

Day Service in Sheffield Cathedral.  Mary Sumner was the Founder of Mothers’ Union 

and we celebrate this on 9th August every year.  Linda was very proud of carrying the 

banner and rightly so. 

Unfortunately, because of the pandemic Linda was not able to attend the church she 

loved, but members of our church family kept in contact with her.  

We miss Linda, her caring qualities, her kindness, her generosity and her dry sense of 

humour and will remember her with love and great affection. 

James and Maureen Moore, Brenda Duty and Marlene Nougher Fuller attended Linda’s 

funeral at Rotherham Crematorium on 6th April 2021, representing St Francis’ Church.  

Rita Morse and Anne Walker also attended, representing the members of Mothers’ 

Union.  The service was conducted by Terry Nougher Fuller. 

We send our condolences and love to Linda’s brothers, Michael and Alan Gregory and 

her family and friends. 

Many of our church family will be saddened 

by the death of our dear sister in Christ, 

Linda Gregory, who died on 21st March 

2021. 

Linda had been a member of our 

congregation for many years, attending 

services regularly and was a member of 

Marlene Nougher Fuller’s house group.   

Linda was also a member of St Francis 

church’s branch of the Mothers’ Union, 

regularly attending meetings and making her  
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Bouquet of Blessings  -4 

 

FLOWERS AND THEIR MEANINGS 
There is no doubt that flowers have held a special 
place in our hearts since the beginning of time.  Life 
would be a soulless place without these beautiful 
expressions of nature. 
 
May Blossom: New beginnings   - purity  -loveliness. 
 
Cherry Blossom: Hope and cheerfulness. 
 
Apple Blossom: Divine  - a positive attitude to life. 

God Bless  
 
from Joy 

 

Anemone:  A wind flower  -a sacred symbol of hope, possibly the lilies of the field 
mentioned in the New Testament Matt 6:28. 
Lilly of the Valley: Innocence, purity and sweetness, happiness, delicacy and trust. 
Dianthus Carnation: Considered to be a divine flower: promises of good things to come,  
-pure affection and devotion. 
 
Is Your Garden a Little Patch of Heaven? 
 
Consider walking barefoot through the grass, smelling the flowers, harvesting the fruit 
you have carefully nurtured and grown. 
 
Enjoying a summer evening just sitting in contemplation at the end of the day. 
 
Grass kept finely cut is very pleasing to the eye.  A bible verse from Psalm 23 says: ‘The 
Lord is my shepherd I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, He 
restoreth my soul.’ 
 
I finish with words from a short poem by Joyce Kilmer: 
 

TREES 
‘I think that I shall never see a poem as lovely as a tree 

A tree that looks at God all day and lifts her leafy arms to pray. 
Poems are made by folk like me, but only God can make a tree. 
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Poetry to ponder 

The Travellers 

 

They travelled together sad and forlorn 

With all of their dreams shattered and torn, 

It started so well, their hopes were high 

Never to guess that He would die. 

 

The Man joined the two as they walked along, 

He asked why their faces were sad and long, 

‘Have you not heard’ disbelieving they cried 

‘How the One we followed was crucified?’ 

 

Opening the scriptures He began to unfold 

How the Christ should suffer as written of old, 

It was not a disaster, but all of God’s plan 

That one should come as Redeemer of man. 

 

They listened enraptured as slowly they saw 

The purpose of God revealed in the Law 

The Prophets and Psalms, it’s all about Him 

The One who should come and rescue from sin. 

 

O that eyes should be opened and scripture made plain, 

To see Christ in its pages again and again, 

That just like the travellers I too should see 

The Master, the Saviour dying for me. 

 

By Megan Carter 
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 His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh 

On Friday 9th April 2021 Her Majesty announced, in great sorrow, that her beloved 

husband Prince Philip had died.  Much has been said, in tribute to Prince Philip, about 

his service to the Queen and his adopted country.  He was also a war veteran, having 

served with distinction in the Royal Navy in the second World War. 

The Prince was born into the Greek royal family and was brought up in the Greek 

Orthodox church.  When Prince Philip became engaged to the then Princess Elizabeth in 

1947 he became a British citizen and was admitted to the Church of England. 

Prince Philip was a very spiritual person with a deep Christian  faith.  He has been 

described by many who knew him, including the Archbishop of York the Most Reverend 

Stephen Cottrell, as a Christian with a questioning faith.  In his recent tribute the 

Archbishop referred to an occasion at Sandringham when he preached the Sunday 

morning sermon and described how Prince Philip analysed his sermon over the lunch 

that followed, asking probing questions.  

It was Prince Philip’s Christian faith that led him to take a keen interest in environmental 

issues, long before they became the modern concern of today.  He believed that God 

the creator had created all things and it was the responsibility of people created in 

God’s image to protect the planet on His behalf.  This inspired Prince Philip to form  The 

Alliance of Religions and Conservation (ARC) in 1995 because he recognised the role of 

different faiths in international programmes on environmental conservation, sustainable 

development, eradication of poverty, and climate change, but based on their own core 

values.  In 1966 His Royal Highness also founded St George’s House Trust with the then 

Dean of St George’s Chapel, Windsor. 

It is said that in Prince Philip’s personal library there were more books on Religion and 

Ornithology than any other subjects. 

Following the tragedy of 9/11 in 2001 Queen Elizabeth ll sent a message to the people 

of New York which was read out at the memorial service held in the Anglican Cathedral 

of St Thomas.  The message included the words ‘Grief is the price we pay for love’.  Over 

the past year the truth of these words has been experienced by many bereaved 

families.  Now, these words are experienced by the Queen herself and Prince Philip’s 

family. 

Prince Philip’s funeral service was held in St George’s chapel, Windsor in accordance 

with the Government’s restrictions of only 30 people attending funerals. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Silverwood Area Mission  

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

Important Message from Rev Peter Hughes: 

St Alban’s will continue unchanged through the current lockdown.  We can 

accommodate 30-40 worshippers at our Sunday 9.30am (Holy Communion) and 6.00pm 

services and Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion.  Our friends from the Partnership are 

more than welcome to join us.  First come first served.  

The 9.30am Sunday Holy Communion service will be livestreamed: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA.  It will be available 

afterwards via the same link on our YouTube Channel. 

Ravenfield will offer private prayer 10.30 – 11.00am on Sundays except for the second 

Sunday when I will celebrate Holy Communion.  Braithwell will host morning worship at 

10.30am on Sundays except Week 4, when I will celebrate Holy Communion. 

Area Mission Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Area Mission, to do 

all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout Wickersley, 

Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your Holy Spirit 

guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making new 

disciples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Area Mission.  Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services). 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC8ChFp1f4DhdlfvukTc6ufA&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfe088e8da9624bdd8df608d8b3f13932%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637457195909030182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
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The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse 
is by Charlie Mackesy and published by Penguin 
Books  was a gift from my daughter. It seems to be 
a popular one, found and promoted on social 
media.  It is an easy read, whether you are eight or 
eighty, and the message is all about friendship.  
The last page says ‘sometimes all you hear about is 
the hate, but there is more love in this world than 
you could possibly imagine.’ 
 
Joy Taylor  

Book Reviews 

 

Faithful Leaders and The Things That Matter Most  

At this time when as a church we have been putting together a Parish Profile in 
anticipation of the appointing of an Oversight Minister I have read an interesting book; 
Faithful Leaders and The Things That Matter Most’  by Rico Tice and published by The 
Good Book Company.  
 
This book is all inclusive for paid and voluntary leaders in the church and it offers 
encouragement with practical and helpful advice.  In a humble, honest and gentle way it 
points us to follow in the footsteps of Christ, who came to serve and not be served.  The 
message of this book is one that we all need to be reminded of over and again that it’s 
not what people say about you and your ministry that matters. Ultimately, we seek the 
approval of our Lord. 
 
Alan Taylor 
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This year is focussing on dependable water supplies in Kenya, with the story of Rose, who 
strives to provide for her grandchildren who live with her.  She does all she can to give 
them happy childhoods, like the times she remembers when there was reliable rain 
watering the crops, and plenty of food.  But the climate crisis is driving her to the brink. 
In times of drought, Rose sets out on a long and dangerous journey every morning to 
collect water for her family. She walks on an empty stomach. 
 
‘Because I am old, I can’t walk very fast. When I get home I just rest in the evening. I have 
no energy to do anything else,’ Rose says. Even when the rains do come, relief for Rose is 
often short lived. 
 
There is a nearby earth dam just minutes away from Rose’s home. It should be a lifeline. 
But it’s not wide enough or deep enough for everyone’s needs. It runs out of water too 
quickly.  Imagine how dispirited Rose must feel watching the rain fall for days, only to find 
the dam empty just a short while later.  What’s more, the rains are much heavier than 
they should be, putting Rose’s community at risk of flooding. 
 
Rose is over 60 years old and simply won’t have the strength to fetch water from further 
afield for much longer.   ‘I believe God gives me strength and helps me persevere. I pray 
that God will help people to help me’. 
 
Christian Aid Week starts on May 10th, but there are several events before then: 

• Saturday May 8th at 7pm you can take part in the on-line ‘Christian’ Aid Quiz 2021 
to start the fundraising week.  You can book for this on christianaid.org.uk/Christian 
Aid Week/virtualevents; - or you can run your own quiz available on 
www.caweek.org/resources.  Answers will be published on www.caweek.org/
quizanswers after 31st May 2021. - 

• Christian Aid envelopes will not be collected by a volunteer at your  door, but can 
be delivered to a local letterbox of a Christian Aid  supporter. They may also be 
available in church, or e-envelopes will be sent to those on email. 

• Tuesday 8th June ‘Song of the Prophets’ a requiem for the climate, with the 
Chineke! Orchestra - Europe's first majority-BAME orchestra, and St Paul’s Institute, 
a new piece of music based on Christian Aid’s climate change work.  

• Wickersley and Bramley have a Christian Aid Week Justgiving page which anyone 
can use to hold their own fund-raising event.  You can also pay in online at 
caweek.org or send a cheque to Christian Aid, 35-45 Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL. 

•  Gill Haggie 
 

Christian Aid Week  10th  - 17th May 2021 
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Children’s Corner 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

As I left a meeting at our church, I could not find my car keys.  They were not in my 
pockets.  They were not in the church.  Then I thought  ‘I’ve left them in the car!’  As I 
burst through the doors of the church, my heart sank: the church car park was empty.   

With a heavy heart I called the police, confessed that I had left my keys in the car, and 
that it had been stolen.  Then I made the really difficult call: ‘Darling,’ I began (I always 
call her ‘darling’ at moments like this), ‘Darling, I have left my keys in the car, and it has 
been stolen.’   

There was a little gasp.  ‘You did not have the car.  I dropped you off.  Remember?   

My heart sang as relief flooded through me.  ‘Of course!  Thank Goodness!  Well, come 
get me quick.  I am already running late. ..What is keeping you?’  

My wife replied with ominous calm: ‘What’s keeping me?  I’ll tell you what’s keeping me.  
The police are here.  They think I’ve stolen our car…’ 
 

What did I do with the Car? 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP CELEBRAT IONS May 2021 
Sunday 2nd        10:00am 

Sunday 9th         10:00am  

Sunday 16th        10:00am  

Sunday 23rd       10:00am  

Sunday 30th       10:00am 

Important Notice 

The PCC recently reviewed the closure of the church and decided that 

the church will re-open for communal acts of worship.  

The church re-opened on 18th April 2021 and the PCC agreed that one 

service only will take place on Sundays.  The service will be live 

streamed on YouTube and will also be available via Zoom.  Places 

must be reserved by contacting the church office by email (preferred) or 

telephone  between 10:00am  and 1:00pm only.  Contact before these 

times will not be recognised. 

The PCC is committed to returning to the format of two services on 

Sundays and is exploring how this can be made possible. 

The church is now open for private prayer for an hour every Tuesday 

morning between 10:00am and 11:00pm.  This will continue for the time 

being. 

Government restrictions will continue to be observed and the wearing 

of face masks, social distancing and sanitising hands on entering and 

leaving the church will continue.   

The PCC will review the current provision of our services at its meeting 

on 6th May 2021. 

In the meantime please continue to check the church bulletin, website 

and Facebook page in the event of changes to the current 

arrangement.  All contact details are provided on page 2 of the 

magazine. 


