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Important Notice 

Cuppachat has re-started on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 
am - 12 noon.  The next one is on Saturday 2nd October 2021.  Please check 
the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up-to-date 
information on the resumption of church activities.  

The church has re-opened for services. See the information on the back 
page.   

At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

church, call into church on 1st Saturday of each 

month between 10:00am and 12 noon or Tel: 

702576,.  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and e-

mail address. 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com.  Deadline: 15th of the month.  Irene Magill, 

Editor 

Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or visit 

our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Churchwardens:  Two vacancies 

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ church  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

 
St Francis Bramley                       St Francis Bramley                       

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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This month…..  

What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church Member:  Harvest 

Code Red for Humanity 

Signpost 

Browsing the Bible -Part  Two 

Heroes of Faith:  St Francis of Assisi 

and much more 

Cover Story 

Our church is dedicated to St Francis of Assisi and his patronal day is on Monday 4th 

October.  His story was told in Signpost a couple of years ago.  St Francis’ love of creation 

and all living creatures is well remembered and it is appropriate that we celebrate Harvest 

on the Sunday nearest to St Francis’ special day.  You can read more about St Francis on 

page 14 of this issue. 

Thank you to Terry Walker who took the photo of our church.  There is another photo of 

our church from the rear, which Terry also took, on page 5. 

Pause for Thought 

God made the moon as well as the sun; and when He does not see fit to grant us the 
sunlight, He means us to guide our steps by moonlight.  

 

Richard Whately 
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 Thoughts from a Church Member: 

Harvest 

Harvest Festival is a time when we give thanks to God for his goodness to us.  We live in 
a society were we have so much that we often take it all for granted.  Yet it is important 
to give thanks and celebrate God’s goodness to us and to realise how blessed we are. 
COVID has forced us to re-examine the way we do everything in church life, as much as 
in everyday life.  It forces us to think about why we do things, and the way in which we 
do them. 
 
Harvest Festival is one of the high points of the Church’s year, and one of the most 
popular.  Traditionally, we might expect to see some people at church three times a 
year: Christmas, Easter and Harvest.  For some church members the name evokes 
happy memories of barn dances, harvest suppers and the church beautifully decorated 
with fresh fruit and vegetables.  It’s also one of the Church festivals that those people 
outside of Church may find easiest to engage with, because of its celebration of nature. 
Yet Harvest, as a church festival, is actually a relatively recent innovation compared to 
many other parts of the Christian calendar.  It was only in 1843 that an Anglican 
clergyman in Cornwall revived an older tradition of harvest thanksgiving to create what 
would become Harvest Festival.  Gradually certain prayers and hymns became closely 
associated with that special Sunday and it took a firm hold in our heritage.  Of course, 
the idea of celebrating the bounty of the earth and gratitude for the harvest is much, 
much older.  Harvest festivals, in one form or another, can be found in all ancient 
civilisations and faiths - unsurprising, given the utter dependence of everyone 
ultimately on a good harvest.  You might like to read Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (First Fruits 
and Tithes). 
 
This rather touching ceremony, described by the writer of Deuteronomy, might be 
described as one of the first Harvest Festivals.  In fact, the ancient Israelites, along with 
other cultures, had several harvests: barley, wheat, grapes, olives, fruit, and others.  A 
study of Israelite religion in fact shows that nearly all the great Jewish festivals could 
originally be traced back to harvest celebrations linked to these different crops. 
Passover was probably originally associated with celebrating the gathering in of the 
barley harvest;  Pentecost, or Whit, to the first wheat harvest, and so forth.  Over time, 
though, these festivals took on a deeper meaning as people began to relate them to 
their own history and their collective experience of God. 

 
In this reading we have a description of the traditional practice of First Fruits - a 
tradition that continued well into modern times in many traditions.  The message of the 
writer and the purpose of the ceremony is clear: people should recall their relationship 
with their Creator  - and the rest of Creation  - and their dependence upon God for all 
they have.  There is no room for pride or self-sufficiency here.  Everyone, from the 
richest landowner to the least, is called to bring their first and their best crops to God,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival
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who is the ultimate source of all that grows and exists on the earth;  they may rejoice in 
what they have given but they cannot hoard what they have solely for themselves and 
have  a private party.  Instead, the passage says, “you, together with the Levites and the 
aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God 
has given to you and to your house.”  Again, they are to recall that all that they have 
ultimately comes from God and they have a responsibility to those who do not have their 
own land to harvest. 
 
At this time of pandemic, I know only too well that many people may feel that they have 
very little for which to be grateful.  I think especially of those who have lost loved ones, 
those who have lost jobs, those who have been forced into self-isolation.  I know, too, 
that many of us are very worried about what the winter holds as we seemingly may 
return to another lockdown.  For such people and in such times, I think no one would 
blame them or us for finding it hard to find anything to say thank you for. 
 
However, the current crisis has highlighted the deeper wholeness that comes from living 
life gratefully.  Pasta, a tin of tomatoes, a bag of flour and, of course, a toilet roll!  What 
do these all have in common?  Well, they all became symbols of scarcity during the 
pandemic.  Who would have thought it possible at harvest time last year that the shelves 
of the Supermarkets would be empty one day?  That we would be hunting across town 
for eggs, bread and tinned goods?  What about people too?  One of the most striking 
memories of that time will also be the Thursday night ‘clap for the NHS’.  Whatever our 
misgivings, for so many participants it was a heartfelt act of appreciation for those who 
were doing so much to help them and was their only way of expressing their gratitude. 
Perhaps we learned to appreciate others more: neighbours, friends, families, the kindness 
of strangers. 
 
In some ways the pandemic has shown us that our society, and we as individuals too, 
have taken so much for granted, and been happy to pay as little as possible for as much as 
we can get, and simply to ignore those toiling away in the background to keep our world 
going.  The ancient festival of First Fruits reminds us that neither we nor our society are 
whole or healthy if gratitude is not at the heart of all that we do, with a real awareness of 
where our health and prosperity truly come from.  That gratitude should lead us on to act 
in ways that express that thanksgiving and, as the passage from Deuteronomy reminds 
us, to share God’s abundance with everyone.   

 
The photo of the 

back view of St 

Francis’ Church 

was taken by Terry 

Walker, 
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Code Red for Humanity 

For my title, I have taken a headline about the IPCC report (Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change), published in August 2021.  This carefully researched document, 
contributed to by hundreds of scientists, will form an important resource for the 
conference taking place in Glasgow, COP26, 31 October  -12 November 2021. 

Hidden in Plain Sight 

If you have watched the news at all over past months, you cannot have failed to see 

examples of extreme weather and other phenomena associated with climate change. 

Remember the devastating floods in Germany and the Benelux countries, in which 

hundreds died and whole villages were devastated.  The photo  below shows the severe 

flooding in the Erftstadt Valley in Germany.  The summer followed this with forest fires 

due to a heatwave from Turkey and Greece across to France and Spain.  The USA has 

seen immense forest fires again in California and other western states and, more 

recently, record rainfall from one of the most intense hurricanes to make landfall in 

many years, inundating places from Louisiana to New York at different points.  

July 2021, it was stated recently, was the hottest month ever recorded worldwide. 

 

I noted all sorts of climate-related headlines May to August 2021.  Some are positive, like 

the fact that we now source more energy in the UK from renewable sources than fossil 

fuels.  But most are causes for concern, e.g. ‘Britain becoming warmer and wetter’ (0.9oC 

warmer but 6% wetter) or that glaciers are shrinking faster now than ever before.  

Some are surprising: Bitcoin (the crypto currency) uses immense amounts of energy on 

computer servers.  What a phenomenal waste!  And, arguably, Bitcoin is mainly used by 

those who reside in the murkier parts of societies.  
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What are the Key Issues?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5oC. Why the fixation with 1.5C? This is thought to be a ‘tipping point’. We are already 
seeing more extreme climate events but these will intensify if the temperature 
increases. Why? Simple. Hotter air can absorb more moisture, producing more rain. 
When that rain is in the form of a hurricane or simply one of our autumn storms, 
flooding and other adverse effects become likely. It has other effects too. Warming 
oceans expand, raising sea levels (already impacted by melting ice) and warmer seas kill 
coral. 

Human responsibility. The language of the IPCC reports has changed as evidence has 
mounted.  Now, they are confident to state that WE are the cause of the climate crisis. 
We might resent being told: ‘it’s your fault’.  But, there is a positive to this: if we change 
our behaviour, we can make a difference. If it wasn’t down to humanity, then we might 
be at a loss. Simple things like switching to a renewable energy tariff, avoiding polluting 
forms of travel where possible (especially flying), insulating our homes, and eating less 
meat each make a difference. 37% of human generated emissions come from food 
production, much of it related to meat (beef in particular). I am not a veggie, by the way! 

 

What Next? 

I resisted the urge to write ‘Conclusion’ because I actually don’t want you to read this and 
think, ‘Done that’.  This issue isn’t going away and it demands our engagement.  You could 
look at the further resources.  Try to keep up with COP26 when it happens.  I hope that 
they will present key parts of their discussions in ways that we can readily understand.  We 
cannot continue ‘to kick the can down the road’.  When it comes to the climate crisis, the 
key questions are: if not now, when? If not us, who? 
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 Further Resources 

In many ways, I have only skimmed 
the surface here.  It is also very easy 
to read something like this, feel 
overwhelmed and do nothing.  So I’d 
encourage you to explore this more 
for yourself and have provided a few 
links below: 

Flooding at New York Stadium 2019 

COP26 conference: https://ukcop26.org 

IPCC report: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1.  This gives you access to a range 
of materials. 

The BBC coverage of the IPCC report (about 10 min video): https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdJmyhqElTc  

5 key things video I used in church: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6ON380pby5o  

A video I would have liked to have used but it was a bit long: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCYsXgq5en4  

H2O series on BBC i-player (available until Aug 2022): https://www.bbc.co.uk/
iplayer/episode/m000z2ct/h2o-the-molecule-that-made-us-series-1-1-pulse  

For those who like a book, I can recommend our most recent Grove booklet (just 24 
pages, so very digestible!):  Climate Action as Mission by Grace Thomas & Mark 
Coleman 

John Hibberd 

 

Flooding in 

Fishlake 2019 

https://ukcop26.org
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdJmyhqElTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdJmyhqElTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ON380pby5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ON380pby5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCYsXgq5en4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCYsXgq5en4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000z2ct/h2o-the-molecule-that-made-us-series-1-1-pulse
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000z2ct/h2o-the-molecule-that-made-us-series-1-1-pulse
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Flowers for the glory of God 

At the moment, there are no 

fresh flowers in church.  

However, when fresh flowers are 

back in church you might like to 

commemorate a special family 

occasion; please consider a 

donation to the Flower Fund for 

an arrangement  to be  placed in  

church on the Sunday nearest your special occasion.  It may be that 

you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in memory of a 

loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you wish, include 

a special note with the flowers showing to whom they are 

dedicated.  For further details please contact Christina Higton or 

Dorothy Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators, at church when fresh 

flowers in St Francis’ church resumes. 

 The flowers in the photo were in 

the church  porch in September. 

Thank you to Christina Higton 

who takes these wonderful 

photos and, of course to 

Christina, Dorothy and Joy who 

continue to arrange the flowers 

which are such a welcome sight 

to church members and visitors. 



 

10 

“It tells you the way” she said laughingly. “I know; it’s satnav”. “No it’s not”, she replied 
“it’s signpost”. 
 
I praised my little granddaughter for her ability to outsmart me. 
 
Signposts are rarely wrong, whereas the satnav can get it very wrong.  Have you ever 
ended up in a dead end, or been faced with a large field with no gate? 
 
We visited the Yorkshire Wildlife Park recently, via its new entrance.  I set my satnav 
with the new postcode, but I think my satnav must be due for an update, because we 
had turned off the M18 at junction 3 and took the turning advised, when halfway along 
the road, the satnav said “do a U turn”, but the signpost at the roundabout pointed us 
to a left turn for the wildlife park.  Then came the instruction “go to the nearest road”.!! 
 
I decided to ignore the satnav and follow the very clear instruction on the signposts, and 
consequently arrived safely at the Yorkshire Wildlife Park. 
 
However, this little adventure caused me to think about now many signposts we ignore 
on our life’s journey, and more importantly on our spiritual journey.  
It is so difficult sometimes to stick to the signposts in the Bible, there are so many of 
them. I had to smile when I heard the story of  a young person seeking advice from her 
pastor as to just how important the 10 commandments are.  She argued “I can see the 
point of all the God-ones, but surely a little bit of adultery, occasionally using the 
companies envelopes and stamps without permission from the boss can’t be that bad?” 
The Pastor replied, “The hint is in the title they are 10 Commandments, not suggestions 
for living, if you stick to them all you won’t go far wrong”. 
 
Then we have the Fruits of the Spirit.  I don’t know about you but I love fruit, it’s sweet, 
juicy, and good for you; well, they say an apple a day keeps the doctor away.  So it 
suggests to me that these Fruits of the Spirit must  be very good for us.  We have a little 
chorus in The Salvation Army that goes to a jaunty tune that makes it easy for us to 
remember them, it goes like this:- 

 Signpost 

“I spy with my little eye something beginning 
with S”  a little voice piped up from the back 
seat of the car. 
 
“Sun; sky; silly sausages; sheep; 
seagulls; sparrow. I don’t know, give me a 
clue” I  said after my numerous guesses. 
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Now the fruit of the Spirit is patience, 
And the fruit of the Spirit is peace, 
The fruit of the Spirit is gentleness 

And hope that will never cease. 
The gift of the Spirit is healing, 
And hope for the darkest hour, 

The gift of the Spirit is love, yes, love and 
power, and power 

(John Gowans) 
(Based on Galatians  5 v 22) 

 
There are other fruits tucked away in those verses of scripture too like kindness, 
faithfulness, self-control and joy. 
 
Imagine a world built on these fruits.  The current teaching in schools now encourages 
children to eat five a day to keep healthy.  Imagine if we practised these Fruits of the Spirit 
5 a day, not just you and me, but everyone, that would definitely leave a sweet, juicy 
lovely atmosphere wherever we went.  I think if we exercised kindness, faithfulness, and 
self-control, which in my arithmetic adds up to love peace and joy it could stop war, 
oppression and unkindness for everyone everywhere.  We might need some help though, 
as we spread these treasures on our life’s journey so let’s make this our prayer “Fruit of 
the Spirit take root and grow in me. Lord, your Love bestow on me, your life in me 
increase”. 
 
Signposts like these are so necessary and unlike the satnav will always keep you heading in 
the right direction.  Good luck on your life’s journey and may God go with you. 
 
I spy with my little eye people doing just that. 
 
Sylvia Bird. 

Faith’s Favourite Stories 

In the September issue of Signpost Sylvia explained how she was inspired to answer the 

challenge issued by Captain Sir Tom Moore’s family to commemorate what would have 

been his 101st birthday.  Sylvia’s book is raising much needed funds for her chosen charity, 

but its not too late to order a copy of these children’s stories, written by Sylvia. 

Sylvia can be contacted on 01709 739865.  If anyone who buys a copy lives locally Sylvia 

will deliver.  Cash is the preferred form of payment. 

Sylvia has asked me to thank everyone who bought a copy of her book, in response to her 

article last month. 

Irene Magill, Editor 
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Deuteronomy   
Moses reminds the people of their history.   In chapters 12 to 16 he lists their religious 
observances and in chapters 20 to 28 he lays down civil laws.  Having prepared his 
people for a new life the book ends with the death of Moses. 
  
Joshua    
Joshua succeeded Moses as leader of the people of Israel.  During this time many battles 
were fought and we know from the song ‘Joshua and the battle of Jericho’, the walls of 
that city came tumbling down. 
  
Judges 
It has been said that this is one of the saddest books in the bible.  It is a book about 
heroes, one of them being the story of Samson and Delilah in chapters 14 to 16. 
  
Ruth 
A story of tragedy, loyalty, faithfulness, and a happy ending.  A story of a daughter-in-
law and a mother-in-law’s relationship.  A famous key verse is found in chapter 1: 16 
‘Where you go I will go, where you stay I will stay.   Your people will be my people and 
your God my God.’ 
  
1 Samuel 
Since establishing themselves in the Promised Land, the Israelites had been ruled by 
Judges. Samuel would be the last.  The story of David and Goliath is found in chapter 17. 
 
2 Samuel 
David, the shepherd boy, became a great soldier and king of Judah and Israel.  As a 
soldier he fought in many wars; wars that amounted to a great loss of lives and material 
losses.  David restored peace for a while. He then committed adultery with Bathsheba 
(chapter 11) whom he later marries.  David sinned but he repented and found peace 
and fellowship with God again. 
  

 

Browsing the Bible Part 2 

The Old Testament 
Numbers 
 As the Israelites headed for the Promised Land of 
Canaan they spent forty years in the desert. During 
that time Moses undertook a Census of the people.  
Life was not easy during for them and many stories 
have been written about those difficult times.  
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The New Testament 
Romans 
The apostle Paul wrote a letter to the church in Rome – he had good news and bad news.  
The bad news was that the Jews were not living up to the divine laws of that time and 
Paul tells them of the consequences of this.  The Good News was that Jesus died so all 
could be forgiven. In chapters 12 – 14 Paul offers guidance about how Christians should 
behave towards God and each other. 
  
Joy 
  

Prayer Boats 

Concerned about the future of our planet?  Christian Aid campaigns for meaningful 
change to ensure we reach zero carbon emissions by 2050. 

Christian Aid is joining the Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN) in a pilgrimage for 
climate justice.  They are carrying a model boat on their pilgrimage, representing our 
hopes to set sail towards a more just future.  The relay started in Cornwall in June, where 
the G7 met at the last climate meeting, and reached Sheffield on Sept 6th (via London) 
reaching Glasgow by October 31st in time for the COP 26 meeting there. 
  
Taking inspiration from YCCN’s boat, we’re asking you to create a prayer boat, together 
with your church.   
You can display your boats as a focus for prayer, add them to our online fleet, use them 
to advocate for climate justice with your MP and send them to COP26. 
More information and step by step how to make your boat and where to send it 
on www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/climatejustice. 

Gill Haggie  

What you need 

A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make sure she had 
made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must do before you can obtain 
forgiveness of sin?”  

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy spoke up. 
"Sin?"  

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/climate
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Heroes of Faith: St Francis of Assisi 

Francis of Assisi is apparently the world’s most popular saint, but much of this popularity is 

for the ‘legendary Francis’; an amiable, uncontroversial spiritual figure who loved animals, 

proclaimed peace and endorsed the simple lifestyle. Behind this largely imaginary 

individual lies the real Francis, a man who is not just authentic but also much more 

challenging. 

 

Francis was born in the Italian town of Assisi in 1181 to a prosperous family and grew up to 

become a young man who lived for pleasure. Slowly, after imprisonment during a local war 

and having had a vision of God, a conversion process began. Francis publicly repented of 

his life and attitudes, and as he wandered alone through the countryside, Francis had a 

second vision in which Christ told him to ‘repair my house’. 

 

Taking a vow of poverty, Francis began preaching, restoring church buildings and caring for 

lepers. Francis soon began to attract followers. He imposed simple but strict commands on 

them: to follow Jesus’ teaching, to wear simple clothing, to preach repentance, love and 

peace, and to perform acts of kindness. In creating his religious community Francis – who 

was never ever a priest – was operating without the authority of the church, a risky 

process at a time where heresies were brutally treated. In 1209 he went to Rome to see 

the Pope who reluctantly gave him authorisation. 

 

Back in Assisi, Francis created rules for what became known as the Franciscan Order. Soon 

he had to form two other orders: one for women and another for those who could not join 

him full-time. Although a man of great prayer, Francis had evangelistic zeal, preached 

regularly in streets and markets, and sent his followers out as evangelists across Europe. 

Feeling personally called to witness to Muslims, Francis made several attempts to reach the 

Arab world. Finally, in 1219 he sailed to Egypt in the middle of the Fifth Crusade with the 

goal of seeing the Sultan of Egypt converted. Crossing over to the Muslim lines during a 

ceasefire, he was captured and brought before the Sultan to whom he spoke about Jesus 

for several days. Although the Sultan was never (at least openly) a convert, he was 

impressed enough to allow Francis safe passage back to Italy, where he was forced to be a 

manager in order to mobilise his multiplying followers into organisational structures that 

would outlast him.  
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That done, Francis, who disliked management, handed over leadership of the three 

orders. Having struggled with poor health since his visit to Egypt, Francis now  became 

seriously ill. He died in 1226 at the age of only forty-four. Within a few years Francis was 

canonised as a saint by the Catholic Church, a title that, with his humility and simplicity, 

he would have no doubt rejected. 

 

In thinking about Francis, let me mention what he didn’t do. The authentic Francis never 

said, ‘Preach the gospel at all times and use words if necessary.’ In fact, as an evangelist 

who proclaimed the gospel everywhere to everyone, Francis would have strongly 

rejected the phrase. As do I. Neither did he write the so-called ‘Prayer of St 

Francis’ (‘Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me 

bring love . . .’). That’s probably twentieth-century and also talks too much about ‘I’ and 

‘me’ and too little about Jesus to be authentic. Finally, Francis probably didn’t persuade a 

wolf to stop eating people and he almost certainly didn’t preach to the birds, although he 

loved them. 

 

What’s truly important about Francis is what he did do. With its simplicity and 

enthusiasm his ministry was a wake-up call to the church, and the three Franciscan 

orders he founded have continued to the present day. The authentic Francis did love the 

natural world but we need to note that he cherished nature because he saw God’s 

handiwork in it. Although not a prolific writer – he was too busy praying and preaching – 

Francis left some fascinating instructions, prayers and poems. One of these, which has 

given us the hymn ‘All Creatures of Our God and King’, is the Canticle of the Sun in which 

Francis thanks God for the sun, moon, wind, water, fire, earth and even death who are 

his ‘brothers and sisters’ and through whom God is praised. 

  

The real problem with the ‘legendary Francis’ is that it allows the creation of a universal 

figure that suits everyone, whatever their beliefs, and softens the impact of a remarkable 

and challenging man. The real Francis raises questions for all Christians. 

 

First, how seriously are we committed to our spiritual life? Francis sought to walk as close 

to God as he could, seeking a holy simplicity of life in order that nothing would get in the 

way of encountering and knowing God. Here, Francis is a reminder of the simple but vital 

truth that Christians must put God first. 
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Second, how seriously are we committed to those who are suffering?   Francis made the 

care of the poor and downtrodden a priority in his ministry. I think that is a correct and 

biblical emphasis.  

  

Yet supporting the needy is costly in every way and it’s easy to let it slide into the 

margins of our faith. Here, Francis reminds us that if our faith is to be genuine, we must 

not neglect those who are struggling in whatever way. 

  

Third, how seriously are we committed to sharing the good news? Francis was a man 

who risked everything to share Jesus with those who seemed to be Christianity’s 

bitterest enemies. Here he is a reminder that it is our duty and our privilege to share the 

gospel. 

 

Francis challenged the church and Christians of his time: he continues to do so today. 

 

J. John 

Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 

 

 

 

Is it Me Or…... 

Do you ever get up in the morning, look in the mirror and think, "That can't be accurate.” 
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Bouquet of Blessings  - Part 8 

Exotic flowers with their most intense source of 
colour and beauty have the power to amaze us 
and emotionally touch our hearts.  A Chinese 
proverb says, ‘Flowers leave some of their 
fragrance in the hands that bestow them.’ 
 

Lavender with its symbolic meaning of devotion  - success and tranquillity. 
Lavender has been used for it’s perfume for centuries. How many of us have 
lavender bags scattered around in our drawers and wardrobes I wonder? 
Marigold Despite its beautiful, sunny appearance, this flower remains a symbol of 
pain, grief and sorrow.  In Victorian times people set their clocks by the time of the 
marigold which at nine o’clock in the morning the flower opens and around three 
o’clock it’s pretty petals close again. 
 
Joy 

We’re Back!!! 

After a gap of 18 months not being able to 

meet in church , because of the Covid 

pandemic, we had our first meeting on 13th September. We were delighted to welcome 

several visitors to our meeting,  

As we do at the beginning of every meeting we had a brief service and remembered past 

members, particularly Linda Gregory and Dora Greaves who died earlier this year. 

Our guest speaker was to have been one of our members, Angela Parker who was going 

to talk about the work of AFIA (Away from it All Holiday Fund).  Unfortunately Angela had 

to cancel because she was unwell.  Instead we had a quiz, prepared by Maureen Moore.  

This was a quiz to guess the ages of famous people. Some of whom might have been 

complimented by the younger ages inaccurately guessed and some might have been 

offended by being give a few extra years. 

Next month we will not be meeting in church, as we will be  having our annual lunch 

outing, deferred from April last year.  We will be visiting Whitby’s fish restaurant.   
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 Poetry to ponder 

Helping Hand 

Sometimes in Life a helping hand 

Is all some need to help them stand 

When they fall down and lose their way. 

So be the friend whose loving grace 

Lifts them up and helps them see 

A second chance is all they need 

To help them turn their life around. 

For in the mess hope still abounds. 

You never know, it could be you 

Who’s one day standing in their shoes. 

Don’t be the judge who condemns. 

Be a loving, thoughtful friend 

Who reaches out to meet a need; 

Helping others to succeed. 

Karen Wilson 

Some of our church members will remember Karen from the time when her husband, Rev. 

Paul Wilson was a curate at St Francis’ church. 

Karen is a very talented poet and has written many poems which reflect her Christian 

faith , with empathy for the difficulties people may face every day, faith and hope. 

Karen has her own Facebook page where her poems appear. She is also happy to share her 

poems in the magazine, so there will be more to come. 

Musings on everyday life 

If you can smile when things go wrong, you probably have someone in mind to blame.  
 

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a replacement.  

 

When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it? 
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Book Review  

This past 18 months, all churches have had to learn to do things differently during 
closure due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

None has been more imaginative or inventive than 
London's St Martin in the Fields, working through its 
HeartEdge programmes. It is now a virtual college, 
with an impressively varied programme for 
practitioners. 

Here the St Martin's team shares pastoral and 
practical wisdom on: finding God in lockdown; 
meeting God and one another online; rediscovering 
contemplative prayer; facing grief amidst separation; 
preaching at such a time as this; singing the Lord's 
Song in a strange time; hearing Scripture together in 
difficult times; praying through crisis; creating a 
community of practitioners; and finding faith at home. 

Finding Abundance in Scarcity – step towards church 
transformation 

By Samuel Wells, Canterbury Press, £13.49 

 

 

 

Quiet 

Sad teenager: “Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was ‘shut up’.” 



 

20 

Children’s Corner 
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Children’s Corner 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

 Silverwood Area Mission  

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, 

 St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, 

 St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

Mission Partnership Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Mission Partnership, 

to do all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout 

Wickersley, Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your 

Holy Spirit guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making 

new disciples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Mission Partnership. Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP Celebrations in October 2021 
Sunday 3rd     10:00am Holy Communion 
Sunday 10th    10:00am Morning Prayer Safeguarding Sunday 

Sunday 17th     10:00am Morning Prayer 

                  2:00pm and 4:00pm—Memorial Services 

Sunday 24th     10:00am Morning Prayer–  

Sunday 31st     Moring Prayer 

 

Coming in November 

          Sunday  14th November Remembrance Sunday 

                       

Important Notice 

The PCC is committed to returning to the format of two services 

on Sundays and is exploring how this can be made possible. 

 

The Thursday Morning Prayer service has now resumed  at 

10:00am and continues as a Zoom service.  Please contact the 

church office if you would like the link for this service to be sent 

to you. 

In the meantime please continue to check the church bulletin, 

website and Facebook page in the event of any changes. 

All contact details are provided on page 2 of the magazine. 

 


