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At your service   

Because of the current Covid-19 crisis the drop-

in At Your Service is on hold for the time being. 

To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage, 

Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’ 

Church, Tel: 702576,  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com  Deadline: 15th of the month.  

• Church/hall bookings - please contact Church Office: 01709 702576 

or visit our web site 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Wardens:  Two vacancies 

Important Notice 

Please note all our groups are suspended at present.   We will, of course, let 
you know when we can again start our activities.   

Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on the resumption of church activities.  
The church is gradually re-opening for services but attendance is restricted 
because of social distancing.  If you would like to attend a service please ring 
the Church Office on the telephone number: 01709 702576. 

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Canon Rev’d Neil Bowler 

     Assistant Priest in the Silverwood Mission Partnership 

    Tel: 01709 851556 

 E-mail: Neil.Bowler@sheffield.anglican.org 

 

 St Francis Bramley                      @stfranbram  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
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What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

……..... and much more 
Message from Canon Revd Neil Bowler: September  
Hidden Wings 

Mayflower: 400th Anniversary 

Gifts Part 6 

Poetry to Ponder: Leisure 
When We Had Time to Stand and Stare 
 

This month ……. 

Cover Story 

At the beginning of lockdown on 23rd March 2020 the Government guidelines allowed 
many of us who were not shielding, because of underlying health issues, to take one 
hour’s walk a day near our homes. 

The beautiful photo on the front cover was taken by Nigel Morse during his lockdown 
exercise. 

You can see some more ‘lockdown photos’ on page  17. 

What am I? 

A teacher gave her young class a lesson via Zoom on the magnet and what it does.  The 

next day in a short test, she included this question: "My full name has six letters.  The first 

one is M.  I am strong and attractive. I pick up lots of things.  What am I?"  

 

When the answers were sent in, the teacher was astonished to find that more than half 

her students had answered the question with the word: "Mother." 
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September 

 

Earth has not anything to show more fair; 

Dull would he be of soul who could pass by 

A sight so touching in its majesty. 

This city now doth, like a garment, wear 

The beauty of the morning; silent, bare, 

Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie 

Open upon the field and to the sky; 

All bright and glittering in the smokeless air. 

Never did the sun more beautifully steep 

In his first splendour, valley, rock, or hill; 

Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep! 

The river glideth at his own sweet will. 

Dear God! The very houses seem asleep; 

And all that mighty heart is lying still! 

 

This beautiful poem by William Wordsworth simply titled ‘September’, captures the 

moment as he stood very early one morning on Westminster bridge in London.  He 

looks out onto a scene that is full of glittering beauty and yet is still and silent, but 

also full of hopeful anticipation.  This poem came into my thoughts recently as I went 

at dawn for a very early walk around Ravenfield ponds.  There was no one about 

except one or two people fishing but the place had such a powerful tranquility and 

peace.  The line of the poem which stood out for me as I looked out upon the scene 

was; 

Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep! 
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We continue to live in very challenging and uncertain times individually and together as a 

community, as we try to allay the continuing effects of the coronavirus, as we also try to 

begin to live a relatively ‘normal’ life.  In times like these it’s suggested, for our own good 

mental health, that we try to make and find space and time, where we have that real 

sense of calmness, that real sense of peace.  

We aren’t all physically able to walk around Ravenfield ponds at dawn, but it’s suggested 

that a space and a time of peace and calm can also be found at our homes, maybe sitting 

quietly in our gardens, listening peaceably to a piece of music or maybe lighting a candle 

and saying a few quiet prayers.  As we do so we might call to mind the words that Jesus 

said; 

 

Come to me all that are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

Matthew 11 v28 

 

Love and prayers 

Revd Neil 
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The Gift of Books: Hidden Wings - A Book Review  

Among the many books I have read and re-read in 

this time of the STAY AT HOME instruction to STAY 

SAFE is the Margaret Silf book titled ‘Hidden Wings’ - 

Her message is: emerging from troubled times with 

new hope and deeper wisdom.  You must become 

the change you long for. 

Fine words, a great vision, but where to begin?  

We caterpillars know.  

From the moment we are conceived in our parents mating dance, we already contain the 
cells that hold our future butterfly.  We become, literally, the change we carry within us, as 
our hidden wings take shape’  

Let us tell you our story …… Tumultuous changes are occurring in the world around us, and 
the structures and values by which we have charted our lives seem to be collapsing. Many 
of us are struggling to plot a spiritual path through this unfamiliar landscape, and to 
believe in a positive future.  

Hidden Wings’ is a book offering hope and understanding.  Using the example of a 
caterpillar entering the devastating world, the altering stage of the chrysalis before 
emerging - transformed - as a butterfly, Margaret Silf helps us see that these times of 
chaos could in fact be an opportunity for profound spiritual transformation.  Margaret Silf 
is a spiritual explorer who travels widely, engaging with other pilgrims, both through her 
books and on the retreats she leads.  

The author of a number of books for twenty-first-century soul-adventurers, Margaret Silf  
is also a mother and grandmother and makes her home in Staffordshire.  The book was 
printed in 2017 but is so relevant for now.  It is such a good read you may cry a little and 
laugh a little too as you wonder how the story of ‘The Naked King’ ( or as I remember it 
‘the emperors new clothes’), or the story of Goldilocks and some stories about elephants 
in rooms fit in.  As the story states it is about caterpillars.  

I have watched with interest as the caterpillars I have left on my prize greenery that I 
would usually use in flower arranging, devour overnight the leaves and I hope that as I 
have left them to their feast I will be around when they turn into butterflies.  

‘Hidden Wings’ is available from Darton Longman & Todd or Amazon Price £12.99  

.Joyce Taylor 
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Flowers for the glory of God 
 

At the moment there are no flowers in 

church because all church buildings 

remain closed.  However, when church 

services do resume you might like to 

commemorate a special family 

occasion, please consider a donation to 

the Flower Fund for an arrangement to 

be placed in church on the Sunday 

nearest your special  occasion.   

It may be that you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in 

memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you 

wish, include a special note with the flowers to whom they are 

dedicated.  For further details please contact Christina Higton or 

Dorothy Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators, at Church when St 

Francis Church re-opens. 

 

Until then we are able to 

enjoy photos of flowers in 

church before the 

lockdown which have not 

featured in the magazine.. 

The flowers in the photo 

were on display in the 

church porch. 
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This year is the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower ship sailing from England.  On 16th 

September 1620 (or 6th September in the Julian calendar) the Mayflower set sail from 

Plymouth to cross the Atlantic Ocean, carrying its passengers to a new life in the 

Americas.  The ship landed, in what is now Provincetown Harbour, Cape Cod, 

Massachusetts, on 11th November.  They had intended landing in Virginia, but were 

unable to reach it because of heavy seas.  On board were people seeking a fresh start in a 

new land or religious freedom  The arrival of the Mayflower was to have a huge impact 

on the native Americans, the indigenous people who had lived and cared for the land for 

10,000 years, before the new settlers came. 

There were 102 passengers on the Mayflower and they came mainly from three counties 

of England, modern day Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire and also from the 

city of Leiden in Holland.  The colony that they founded was not the first English colony 

and they did not ‘discover’ America .  Sir Walter Raleigh arrived in North America and 

claimed the land where he arrived and named it Virginia in honour of his Queen, 

Elizabeth l.  He is said to have brough back potatoes and tobacco.  In 1607 settlers arrived 

in Virginia and founded a colony called Jamestown, in honour of James l.  The settlers in 

Jamestown were seeking a new way of life rather than religious freedom.  But it is the 

arrival of the passengers in 1620 that has endured in history.  It is a story of four nations, 

the Wampanoag nation whose land was ‘the host’ to the new settlers, the UK, the 

Netherlands and the USA. 

A significant number of the passengers were known as ‘separatists’ or Puritans as they 

wanted to separate from the Church of England.  It was too close in worship to the 

Roman Catholic Church and non-attendance at Church of England Services led to fines.  

They were regarded as renegades who rejected the fundamental principles of state and 

would not conform to the Church of England. 

The separatists met in secret to worship and to avoid arrest.  There were two main 

groups, one in Scrooby in Nottinghamshire and one in Gainsborough, Lincolnshire.  When 

the authorities started to crack down the two groups decided to go to the Netherlands 

which was regarded as more liberal in religious matters.  They were betrayed by the 

captain of the ship they boarded in Boston, Lincolnshire, arrested and spent time in 

prison.  The separatists were eventually released and planned a second escape, this time 

successfully and settled in Leiden. 

However, the time in a foreign land took its toll  because of the growing ‘licentiousness of 

the city’ and the group started to plan a journey to a new land to start again.  They 

wanted to find a place completely free of limitations in worship. 
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The looming threat of war with Spain also cast a cloud over their future and so they 
began to plan to go to Virginia, which was an obvious choice as it was already established 
with settlers from England. 
 
The Separatists were in contact with merchants in England who provided money to invest 
in a ship, in return for a share in profits made in the new settlement. They were able buy 
a ship called the Speedwell to take them to Virginia.  There was another group of 
passengers who were seeking a new life, rather than religious freedom and they were to 
sail on their own ship, the Mayflower, from Rotherhithe in South East London.  The 
Mayflower’s captain was Christopher Jones whose statue can be seen in the Parish 
Church of St Mary, Rotherhithe.. The two ships met up in Southampton and began their 
long journey.  The Speedwell, which had been causing concerns about her seaworthiness, 
began taking on water so the two ships diverted to Dartmouth in Devon for urgent 
repairs.  The two ships then set sail.  But when the two ships were about 300 miles into 
the journey problems with the Speedwell began again so they turned back, this time to 
Plymouth.  Some passengers dropped out when it was decided Speedwell could not 
continue so the remaining passengers crammed onto the Mayflower and set sail again. 
 
After 66 days at sea (and one birth – a baby boy named Oceanus) the Mayflower 
approached Cape Cod, a few degrees out from the intended destination in Northern 
Virginia.  Here they decided to settle, watched by the indigenous population, the 
Wampanoag nation.  Although they knew they were not entitled to claim the land they 
believed this would be an ideal place, away from the restrictions of the way Jamestown 
was governed, and the Pilgrims would have a new start in how they worshipped and 
governed themselves.  There was eventually an understanding with the Wampanoag 

people and the Plymouth colony was successfully established.  Crucial to its success was 
the adoption of a covenant to ‘establish a civil Body Politick for our ordering and 
Preservation’  This had been necessary because the interests of those seeking religious 
freedom clashed with the interests of those seeking their fortunes and was seen as a way 
of resolving their differences in how the settlement should be governed.. 
 
So why has the story of the Mayflower endured for over 400 years when earlier settlers 

have faded into the history books?  Perhaps it is because  of The Mayflower Pilgrims’ 

principles of individual liberty and freedom, which first took root in England, nurtured in 

the Netherlands and then flowered in America and the Wampanoag nation.  Their values  

summarised in the covenant have since guided many modern democracies, and led to 

the birth of a new independent nation following the American War of Independence..  

That is perhaps why the achievements of the Pilgrims are worth remembering in this 

special anniversary year. 

It is estimated that there are 30 million descendants' of the 102 passengers and the 

planned celebrations in the USA were of great importance. 

 

Irene Magill 
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 Mothers’ Union National News 

Local branches of Mothers’ Union may not be able 
to meet just yet, bit the work of the Mothers’ 
Union continues, as this message from Mary 
Sumner House shows.  

Mothers’ Union’s ‘Thank You Key Workers’ Appeal  

The Mothers’ Union wants to help families of key workers by offering them a range of 
free day trips/experiences and short breaks. It is appealing to MU supporters to help 
make this possible. 

As a spokeswoman for MU explains: “There has been an outpouring of compassion and 
care during the crisis from our hospital workers to our delivery drivers, carers to cleaners 
and our refuse collectors to bus drivers. But because of their personal sacrifices, quality 
family time has not always been possible.   

“Therefore, we are extending our existing Away from it all Programme (AFIA) to say a 
special ‘thank you’ to key workers in these unprecedented times. 

“Any donation will help provide a range of day trips/experiences and short breaks for 
families of key workers, especially for those who have been kept apart or who are on low 
incomes - families who would generally be unable to have experiences like this.”  

If you would like to send a donation, go to:  

Say thank you to a keyworkers family today - Donate now  

 

 

http://Virginmoneygiving.com/fund/mothersunionkeyworkers
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Consecrations at York Minster - The Bishop of Doncaster and the 
Bishop of Sherwood 

. 

The Revd Canon Sophie Jelley, former Director of Mission, Discipleship and Ministry in the 
Diocese of Durham and Canon Missioner at Durham Cathedral, will be consecrated as 
Bishop of Doncaster in the Diocese of Sheffield on 21st September 2020..  Sophie will be 
consecrated in the morning by The Archbishop of York, The Most Reverend Stephen 
Cottrell, assisted by the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler and the Bishop of Sheffield, Pete 
Wilcox. 
 
In the afternoon, the Revd Dr Andrew Emerton, former Dean of St Mellitus College, 
London, will be consecrated as Bishop of Sherwood in the Diocese of Southwell and 
Nottingham.  Andrew will be consecrated by the Bishop of Durham, the Right Revd Paul 
Butler, assisted by the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally and the Bishop of Southwell and 
Nottingham, Paul Williams. The Archbishop of York will preside at both services. 
 
Celebrating the consecrations, Archbishop Stephen said:  “I rejoice and I am looking 
forward to the consecrations of Bishop Sophie and Bishop Andy in York Minster. I invite 
you to join with me in celebration and in prayer for them and their families, for the 
Dioceses of Sheffield and Southwell and Nottingham. May God bless these, His servants 
and friends, as they embark on the next stage of their vocations as Bishops in the church 
of God.” 
 
Canon Sophie's consecration was originally scheduled for 25th March, but it was delayed 
due to the closing of places of worship.  Sophie has been licensed to carry out her role in 
the Diocese since that date as the Bishop-designate of Doncaster. 
Commenting on Sophie’s consecration, The Bishop of Sheffield, the Right Revd Dr Pete 
Wilcox said: 
 
“I am relieved and excited in equal measure that we now have a firm date for Canon 
Sophie’s consecration, delayed by the pandemic since 25th March.   Sophie has inhabited 
the role of Bishop-designate to full effect, but it will be such a joy to welcome her fully 
into her episcopal ministry.   I am especially glad that it will enable her to share collegially 
with me in the ordination of our priests and deacons at the end of September.  I am also 
delighted that this will be Archbishop Stephen’s first consecration at York Minister and I 
look forward to the occasion immensely.” 
 

School 

Mother to young daughter after first day at school:  “Well, dear, what did they teach you 
today?” 

Daughter:  “Not much.  I’ve got to go back again tomorrow.” 
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Gifts Part 6 

Good Books:    In the days of the 

instructions to ‘STAY AT HOME - SAVE LIVES’ 

how have you spent your time ?  I find that 

reading in some form or other passes many 

an hour.  From my book 365 Gifts I came 

across a reading about ‘Good Books’.    In the 

book of Daniel Chapter 1 we read about 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach,and Abednego. 

Verse 17 says: ’to these four young men God 

gave knowledge and understanding of all 

kinds of literature and learning.  Daniel 

could understand visions and dreams of all 

kinds.’    

Some books by their covers beg you to open them.  Their stories keep you awake into 

the night because as we say, ‘we can’t stop reading, or put the book down’ - we need to 

follow the gripping story.  Our book shelves may be overflowing with the books we have 

accumulated with many gathering dust and others well-thumbed with use.  Some of us 

love our books so much that they are a part of our lives, treasured with memories of 

how we have acquired them - as an heirloom, from a friend or a gift received with joy or 

one recommended to us as a good read.  Maybe an impulse purchase.   Between the 

pages of a book with words and / or with colourful illustrations we are carried away and 

transported back in time or fast forwarded into the future.  Transported to other parts of 

the world and lifted out of the doldrums.  We learn many of life’s lessons and discover 

new truths.  We can get books from so many places: charity shops (which have lots of 

books – recycling!), libraries and of course, the modern ways of technology.  They 

become part of our lives.   I am a book lover - history, fiction and non-fiction, biography 

and travel. I have even years ago attempted to write my father’s biography and a 

children’s story with artistic illustrations for my grandson when he was a child.  Our 

daughter has continued the family trait by writing and publishing her own 

autobiography. 

Bird Song:   In the past months we have felt the distinct quietness of the places around 
us.  It has made us aware of the voices of nature, the birds chirping outside my window 
as they sing their morning song.  Perhaps you watch them feeding from a bird table or 
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you stand and watch them at play as they hop from the tree branches, land on a fence or 
soar up into the air.  Who gives them melody and how do they know when to sing the 
dawn chorus 
We read in scripture stories about birds (look them up for yourself).  The Lord takes care 
of them so how much more will he take care of us?    In Psalm 104:12 we read ’Beside 
them the birds of the heavens dwell; they sing among the branches.’ 
 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for the reminder that all creation lifts a song to you.  We listen to 
the birds and we also want to praise you in our song.  Some say we may be a nightingale 
or another sort of bird, but whatever,  they all have a song.    
 
Thank you, God, for caring for even the sparrows. 
 
There is a chorus which says, ‘There are hundreds of sparrows, thousands, millions, two a 
penny far too many there must be.   God loves everyone and God loves me. 
So perhaps we may still have time to spend at home.   Think about your books - re read 
those special favourite ones again.   Even dust your books on your book case.   Put pen to 
paper and write something -  even for this magazine !! (I’ll second that – Irene, Editor) 
 

Joyce Taylor 
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Poetry to Ponder 

Leisure 

What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

 

No time to stand beneath the boughs 

And stare as long as sheep or cows. 

 

No time to see when woods we pass 

When squirrels hid their nuts in grass. 

 

No time to see in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars, like skies at night. 

 

No time to turn at Beauty’s glance 

And watch her feet, how they can dance. 

 

No time to wait till her mouth can 

Enrich that smile her eyes began. 

 

A Poor life this, if full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

 

W.H Davies 

This beautiful and simple poem packs in so much thought of nature into a few lines. 

W.H Davies (1871—1940) was a Welsh poet and this, perhaps his most famous poem, 
reflected how he lived his own, unconventional life.  He lived an outdoor life, leaving his 
native Wales and begged and tramped his way across America.  Davies lost a leg in an 
accident when jumping from a train in America.  He returned to England and  began to 
make his name as a poet and writer, attracting the attention of George Bernard Shaw.  
Shaw helped Davies publish his memoirs “The Autobiography of a Supertramp”. 
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When We Had Time to Stand and Stare 

The following photos were taken by members of St Francis Church and other readers of 
Signpost Magazine, taken on walks during the Lockdown of Spring and Summer of 2020. 
Thank you to our photographers for sharing their photos. 

  

The photo 

on the left 

was taken 

by Natalie 

Magill on a 

family walk 

from 

Dinnington 

to Roche 

Abbey 

 
The  above 
photo of 
rapeseed  
in bloom 
was taken 
by Nigel 
Morse 

 
 

The photo on 
the right was 
taken by Josey 
Bryant on her 
walk at Hooton 
Levitt. 

  The heron on the 

left was very 

interested in the 

duckling family on 

the right and 

caught . by 

Katherine Magill on 

her walk by 

Manchester  Canal 
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 Lost Stock Box 

As we all know the current pandemic has devastated the high street.  Shops are trying to 

make money by having massive sales of stock ordered months ago, ready for Spring 

2020.  Due to the rise in Covid 19 cases the lockdown was imposed in March 2020 , shops 

closed and the stock was left unsold.  But this is only part of the story.  Many big names 

in fashion cancelled orders for the new summer stock, leaving masses of clothes already 

ordered and made, but no longer wanted by the fashion chains in the UK.  Over $2bn US 

Dollars-worth of clothes have been cancelled in developing countries, with no payment 

being made to manufacturers, although the clothes had been made . This means workers 

aren’t getting paid either. 

In Bangladesh the garment industry accounts for 84% of the country’s exports, with 2,28 

million workers affected. 

Lost Stock Box is an organisation that is committed to helping workers in Bangladesh by 

selling boxes which contain three items of clothing for £35, plus packing and postage.  

You can order by answering questions on what you would like in your box (Menswear, 

Womenswear and Childrenswear) giving information on size, type of clothing required, 

patterned, plain, bright colours.  

Customers will wait 6 – 8 weeks because clothing has to be de-labelled (removing the 

original label) and shipped from Bangladesh.  But once an order is placed an e-mail will 

keep the customer updated on when the box is likely to arrive. 

Each Lost Stock box supports a worker and their family with food and vital supplies for a 

week.  Lost Stock Box currently ships to UK, Ireland, Australia and New Zealand. 

The story of Lost Box has featured on the BBC, The Guardian, The Independent, OK and 

Marie Claire magazines and is supported by Royal Mail, Sajida Foundation, Takumi and 

other organisations.  

If you would like to know more about this worthwhile initiative then look for: 

Lostock.com and find out how you can help and get a bargain too. 

 

Keep your Distance! 

I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch you with a six-foot pole” would become 

national policy,  but here we are! 
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Children’s Corner 



 

18 

Children’s Corner 
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Holy Days in September 

14th September  Holy Cross Day 

On Holy Cross Day the Church celebrates the Cross as a symbol of triumph, as the sign of 
Christ’s victory over death.   Holy Cross Day goes right back to 14 September 335, and the 
mother of a Roman Emperor, Helena who was a devout Christian.  Her son, Emperor 
Constantine, was converted.  He agreed that she should travel from Rome to Israel and 
seek out the places of special significance to Christians.  Although much of Jerusalem had 
been destroyed by the Romans around 135 AD Helena finally located what she believed 
to be the sites of the Crucifixion and of the Burial.  These two sites were so close together 
that she built one large church over them - the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  It was 
dedicated on 14 September 335 in honour of the Holy Cross.  

The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times.  Tertullian, writing his 
De Corona (3:2) around AD 211, noted that Christians seldom did anything significant 
without making the sign of the cross.  

What is its significance?  Well, people often put their initials or some sort of personal 
mark on something to show that it belongs to them.  The Cross is the personal mark of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and we mark it on ourselves as a sign that we belong to him.  Even 
in the book of Revelation, we read that the servants of God are ‘sealed’ or ‘marked’ on 
their foreheads as a sign that they are His.  A preacher once put it this way:  ‘if you were 
explaining to someone how to make a cross, you would say: "Draw an I.”  That is you 
standing before the Lord, saying, ‘here I am’.  Then cancel that vertical stroke with a 
horizontal stroke – as if to say:  “Lord, I abandon my self-will and make you the centre of 
my life instead.  I abandon myself to your love and service.” ‘ 

On Holy Cross Day, we recall Jesus’ wonderful promise: “And when I am lifted up, I will 
draw all men unto me.”  (John 12:32)   

 

28th September      St Lioba   

Lioba was born in Wessex in the early part of the 8th Century.  Her family was noble, her 
mother was a relative of the monk Boniface, who became Archbishop of Germany).  She 
was educated first at the nunnery of Minster-in-Thanet and then at Wimborne, Dorset, 
eventually becoming a nun.  After some years of correspondence with Boniface, he 
invited her to Germany to help him evangelise the people by establishing convents.  

Lioba left Dorset with 30 nuns and went to Tauberbischofsheim, where she established a 
convent that followed the rule of St Benedict.  She was a wonderful ‘ambassador’ of 
Christianity, for people found her both beautiful and accessible, intelligent and patiently 
kind.  She became so highly esteemed that soon her advice was sought by magnates of 
both Church and State.  Learning, hard work, and love of God: those were the factors that 
made Lioba who she was and she was canonised as a saint and is a Patron Saint  of 
women. 
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Who’s Right for Which Job? 

Does your company struggle with the problem of properly fitting people to jobs?  Here is a 
handy way to decide….   

 
Take the prospective employees you are trying to place and put them in a room with only 
a table and two chairs. Leave them alone for two hours, without any instruction.  At the 
end of that time, go back and see what they are doing. 
 
If they have taken the table apart in that time, put them in Engineering. 
If they are counting the cracks in the floor,  assign them to Finance. 
If they are screaming and waving their arms, send them to Manufacturing. 
If they are talking to the chairs, Personnel is a good place for them. 
If they are sleeping, they are Management material. 
If they are writing up the experience, send them to Technical Publications. 
If they don't even look up when you enter the room, assign them to Security. 
If they try to tell you it's not as bad as it looks, send them to Marketing. 
And if they've left early, put them in Sales. 

 

Face Masks for St Francis Church 

Carol Bowser and Helen Abbott are selling 

facemasks in aid of Church funds.  These are 

made by Carol and come in a variety of  

colours. 

The masks come in a pack of two and they are 

£3.50 per pack  

On Facebook go to RainbowDuck products. 

Email : rainbowduckproducts@gmail.com, 

Telephone or text 07947 711746.  You can order packs for gentlemen, ladies 

and children aged 3 to 6 years or 6 to 10 years. 

When you order please mention St Francis Church 
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The hall at St Francis’ can be hired for special 

events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  
 

Silverwood Mission Partnership 

Bearing fruit together 

St Francis church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh 

St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts 

St James Ravenfield 

St James Braithwell 

 

Mission Partnership Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Mission Partnership, 

to do all that we do to your Glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout 

Wickersley, Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your 

Holy Spirit guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making 

new disciples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Mission Partnership. Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services) 
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Local Advertisements 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Enhanced DBS 
  

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
 

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 
 

in the comfort of your own home or 
in our clinic 
 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 
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WORSHIP CELEBRAT IONS  
Public worship in the Church of England is gradually resuming in accordance 
with the guidelines of H.M Government   

Please check the church bulletin, website or facebook for up to date 
information on how services in St Francis will resume and the procedures 
that will be in place.  Because of maintaining social distancing, places are 
limited. Please ring the Parish Office BEFORE you attend a service. 

Our usual pattern of services at St Francis Church is a traditional service at 
9:15am followed by contemporary worship at 11:00am. These will not take 
place for the time being For further information see inside cover. 

Email address: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com 

To arrange wedding and baptism services and the publishing of Banns of Marriage, please contact 

ST Francis Church on the above e-mail address. 

St Francis’ Church - a Church of England Parish in the Diocese of Sheffield. 

St Francis’ Church, Main St, Bramley, Rotherham, S66 2SQ - 01709 702576  

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

St Francis Bramley                  @stfranbram  

 

Canon Rev’d Neil Bowler 

     Assistant Priest in the Silverwood Mission Partnership 

    Tel: 01709 851556 

 E-mail: Neil.Bowler@sheffield.anglican.org 

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/StFrancisBramleyFacebook

