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Important Notice 

Although all our groups are suspended at present  Cuppachat has re-started 
on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am - 12 noon.  The next 
one is on Saturday 4th September 2021.  Please check the church bulletin, 
Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up-to-date information on the 
resumption of church activities.  

The church has re-opened for services. See the information on the back 
page.   

At your service   

To arrange the publishing of Banns of 

Marriage, Wedding or Baptism services at St 

Francis’ Church, call into church on 1st 

Saturday of each month between 10:00am and 

12 noon or Tel: 702576,.  

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and e-

mail address. 

If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to: 

magazinestfrancis@gmail.com.  Deadline: 15th of the month.  Irene Magill, 

Editor 

• Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or 

visit our website 

• Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org  

• Church Warden:  Mr Alan Taylor (and one vacancy) 

www.stfrancisbramley.org 

Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

YouTube link for St Francis’ church  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg  

 
St Francis Bramley                       St Francis Bramley                       

mailto:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFwo7u9w2Xg8Sn-hE7B1rWg
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This month…..  

What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost? 

Thoughts of a Church Member  Hopes and Dreams 

Slowly but Surely 

Safeguarding Sunday 

Browsing the Bible -Part One 

Heroes of Faith:  Michael Faraday 

Bouquet of Flowers 

Cover Story 

The year is on the turn and we are now moving into the season of autumn.  The 

harvesting of crops is well under way; autumn fruits are appearing where so recently 

there was blossom.  Many species of birds which visited for the spring and summer 

months have left to begin the long journey to warmer climates.   

Some familiar animals remain, including grey squirrels, which will be competing with our 

resident birds for wild berries and what can be gleaned from food left out in gardens for 

the birds. 

Thank you to Nigel Morse who took the cover photo of the squirrel. 

Back to Church 

Back to Church Sunday is commemorated on 19th September 2021.  With this in mind the 

following quote is a reminder of what church is about: 

‘Local churches are to be thought of not as churches of individuals, but, primarily, 

churches of families’. - Professor Paul Helm, Theologian and Philosopher. 
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 Thoughts from a Church Member: 

Hopes and Dreams 

‘Hopes and Dreams’ was a musical that was specifically for the year 2,000 which was 
the start of a new millennium.  We can have new beginnings whenever we like.  We 
use expressions like ‘turning over a new page’ or ‘turning over a new leaf’, and the 
hymn ‘New every morning is the Love’ reminds us of the bible verses in the book of 
Lamentations 3:22-23 which say, ‘The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning;  great is your faithfulness’.   
  
Dr Lee de Forest, the American inventor and early pioneer in radio, stated that ‘Man 
will never reach the moon regardless of all future scientific advances’, but  we have.  
Charles H. Duell was the Commissioner of the US patent office in 1899.  His most 
famous attributed utterance is that "everything that can be invented has been 
invented."  We only have to watch ‘Dragons Den’ on TV to know differently.   
 

‘Hopes and Dreams’ are used in the titles for many songs and poems.  There is a song 
that says, ‘You have to have a dream, if you don’t have a dream, how you going to have 
a dream come true.’  Do you remember such songs or read such poems.   The Salvation 
Army Rhythm group ‘The Joystrings’ wrote a song called ‘Have faith in God’ and some 
of the words say ‘look to the future and face it without fear, a mighty God has 
promised to be near’ and don’t we need that now, as the Government and scientists 
tell us that the Coronavirus is with us for the future.  The question is ‘What will your 
future look like and what changes will you have to make?’ 
 

Mahatma Gandhi said, ‘WE must become the change we want to see in others . Real 
change is never successfully imposed from without, but we must be inspired from 
within.  The truth is we can’t usually change another person you can only change 
yourself.’  
 
Sometimes we may influence someone else if, or when, they may see some change for 
the good in us.  Let’s appreciate and value each other.  If you don’t change anything, 
then everything will be just the same.  Hopes and Dreams and good intentions don’t 
change things.  Coronavirus has forced the world into making enormous changes 
unheard of before. The world has changed. 
 

BUT WE CAN HOLD FAST TO OUR ‘HOPES AND DREAMS. 
 

Why is it? 

Why is it that everyone can remember their childhood phone number, but can't 
remember the password they set up yesterday?  
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Slowly but Surely 
The Bishops of Sheffield and Doncaster have advised caution in lifting the restrictions that 

were placed on church services.  The PCC met the day after the Government lifted 

restrictions on 19th July.  As a response to the increasing infection rates in Rotherham, it 

was agreed to follow the Bishops’ advice and the following information was sent to church 

members who access emails: 

‘·  We ask that folks still continue to wear masks or face coverings when 

coming into the church building.  If you feel that you cannot or are unable to do 

this may we respectfully ask you to sit towards the back of the church hall to 

protect those most vulnerable. 

·  We decided we have all missed being able to sing and this will now be allowed 

but please only sing quietly behind your face covering.  If at any time you begin to 

feel faint please stop singing immediately and alert a steward if you need further 

assistance. 

·    The front portion of the church will retain our current level of precautions and is 
available for those still wishing to distance or most clinically vulnerable. 

·   We will continue to receive communion in one kind (bread only, with 

wine received by the minister leading the Eucharist).  The minister will still move 

through the congregation to distribute the bread.  

·  We will be gradually moving more chairs into the church space over the coming 

weeks with more chairs seated together.   You will be able to pick up a card in the 

porch to lay on the seat next to you asking that no-one occupies that seat if you 

wish. 

·  The live streaming of services will stop after this coming Sunday (25 July 

2021)  but a recording will still be available later in the day on the church’s 

YouTube channel. 

·  There will be no physical exchanging of the 'Peace'.   Would church members 

please respect the personal space of others by not hugging.   This may be possible 

at some point in the future. 

·  We do not feel it is appropriate yet to serve refreshments after the service as 

that would mean people being in close proximity to more folks.   We will review 

this after August.   If people do wish to 'mingle' after the service to catch up with 

friends then please do so in the car park, preferably on the grassed area at the 

front of church or behind the car park’.    

The PCC will review these arrangements at their next meeting on 7th September. 

 

St Francis’ PCC 
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Safeguarding Sunday 

10th October 2021 

The Church of England is supporting this year’s Safeguarding Sunday, 10 October 2021, 

encouraging local churches to use their regular Sunday service to explore together what 

safer places look like, and to thank all those working behind the scenes to make our 

churches safer for all. St Francis’ PCC has decided to hold a service dedicated to this on 

Sunday 10th October and the service will reflect the theme. 

 

There are already more churches signed up to participate in the Safeguarding Sunday 

event than all participants last year, and this is the first year that St Francis ’ has signed 

up. 

 

Themes and resources for the service have been been made available by 

thirtyone:eight, which is an independent Christian charity that helps organisations,  

charities, faith and community groups to protect vulnerable people from abuse..  In addition to the 

Church of England, thirtyone:eight works with the NSPCC, the Iona community, New Testament 

Church of God, the Methodist Church, and the Congregational Federation.  

 

thirtyone: eight states that  ‘Protecting vulnerable people is at the heart of the Christian 

message’.  Safeguarding Sunday is all about creating an opportunity for churches to show 

their communities that they take this responsibility seriously’. 

 

The service will provide an opportunity for all members of our church family to 

understand what is meant by ‘safeguarding’ and our individual and collective 

responsibility to care for children, young people and vulnerable adults who are 

members of our church. 

 

It will be an opportunity to raise awareness of what forms abuse can take and how we 

can take appropriate action, not just for our church family but where it occurs in our 

own community in Bramley. 

 

 

Sunday School 

 A little girl had been to Sunday School for the first time and was asked by her mother how 
it compared with her new primary school. “Oh, I like it much better,’ she said.  ‘There are 
no exams there, you go only once a week for an hour, and at the end you go to heaven 
instead of high school.” 
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Faith’s Favourite Stories 

Many of Signpost’s readers will have read the enjoyable articles from Sylvia Bird, who has 

been a regular contributor to the magazine over the last couple of years. 

Like many people, Sylvia was full of admiration for Captain Sir Tom Moore’s fundraising 

efforts in aid of the NHS during the first lockdown last year.  This was to celebrate his 

100th birthday.  

This year, to commemorate what would have been Captain Sir Tom’s 101st birthday, his 

family, through the Foundation set up in his memory, issued a challenge to the nation. 

This was to do 100 things in aid of charity. 

Sylvia was inspired to answer the challenge and has written a children’s book called 

Faith’s Favourite Stories.  Her challenge is to sell 100 copies which are £10 each.  We can 

help Sylvia meet the challenge.  All profits from the sale of the books will go to cancer 

charities.  

Sylvia can be contacted on 01709 739865. If anyone who buys a copy lives locally Sylvia 

will deliver.  Cash is the preferred form of payment. 

 

Irene Magill 

Editor 
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Browsing the Bible 
 

Following on the recommendation to read Browsing the Bible by Nigel Bovey (see June 
2021 issue of Signpost) I am doing just that.  It is helpful to have a translation that is 
familiar to you and you can enjoy.  The Living Bible, The New International Version, The 
Good News Bible and the Revised Standard Version are but a few of the many available 
on the market today.  The King James Bible may be the bible that many of our older 
generation has grown up with over the years but the language would be strange for our 
younger generation today. I even owe a great deal of knowledge and understanding 
from The Lion Children’s Bible and The Lion Handbook to the Bible.   The bible is an 
amazing book  - a world best seller, but not perhaps the world’s best read, and may sit 
on the book shelf gathering dust.  May this overview be an encouragement to share 
some thoughts and aspects together.  The best way to  read the bible may not be 
straight through from beginning through to the end because it is not like a novel: it is 
made up of 66 individual books. 
 

The Old Testament 
 

Genesis: Chapter 1:1;   This chapter is to point out that creation has a creator of the 
earth and mankind.  History and scientific knowledge can play a part,  but the point not 
to be missed is that what was created was good and that through mankind the world 
has problems now of climate change and human tragedies which God did not want the 
world He had made to be like.  Let us remember this through the hymn ‘All things bright 
and beautiful, the Lord God made them all.’  In Chapter 4 there is a murder story as 
Cain kills his brother Abel because of jealousy.  Chapter 8 tells the story of Noah’s Ark 
and a rainbow of remembrance.  The popular musical of Joseph and his dreamcoat can 
found in Chapter 37. 
 
Exodus:  The stories of the life and times of Moses from birth and being hidden in a 
basket placed in bulrushes in the river to save his life. Why?  Read Exodus Chapter 2.  
The people of Israel had been captured and made slaves before Moses was sent by God 
to bring them out of slavery.   
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Chapter 14 has the story about Moses stretching out his hand over the Red Sea and God 
sent a strong wind that parted the waves to make a way for the people to cross to safety.   
There are lots of tales about the Israelites’ adventures and misadventures in the 
wilderness they found themselves in and the experiences they had before reaching the 
promised land flowing with milk and honey.  
 
Chapter 20 tells how Moses received the Ten Commandments and most of us will have 
seen the film  made about this historical event.   
 
Leviticus:  is a book about Old Testament religious rules and regulations and communal 
law and the consequences if any of these were broken.  Even today we speak about a 
scapegoat and you can read about the original scapegoat in Chapter 16.  Many years 
pass between the Old and New Testament writings – history books can perhaps fill this 
time for us. 

The New Testament 
 
The four gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell the stories of Jesus, his birth, life, 
teachings, actions, death and resurrection.  We already know a lot about Jesus through 
Christmas Carols and Easter Hymns.  There are familiar parables like the Good Samaritan 
or the Prodigal Son. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles was written by Luke and tells of the birth of the early church.  
Its growth through Peter’s ministry and Paul’s missionary adventures as he travelled the 
then known world witnessing about the life and times of Jesus. 
 
May you be inspired to read all about it. (More next month). 
 
Joy   

September Prayer  

Dear Lord, 

September – the month of new beginnings for many, as summer fades and school and 
college terms start.  

After such a strange time of restrictions, hopes of freedom, with warnings to be cautious, 
it is hard to know what to expect this September.  

We can’t know what lies ahead, Lord, but we can trust you to see us through whatever it 
turns out to be.  

Thank you for your promise, I will never leave you or forsake you… (Hebrews 13:5) 

Help us to hold fast to that promise, to keep trusting you - and to be thankful for each 
September day.In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Heroes of Faith  

Michael Faraday  

The extraordinary life of Michael Faraday, perhaps the greatest scientist of the 

nineteenth century, reads like one of Charles Dickens’ novels. 

 

Faraday was born in 1791 into an impoverished family in what is now Southwark, 

London.  His father was a blacksmith and Faraday’s education was basic.  The family, 

however, was supported by their church; throughout his life Faraday kept up his 

involvement with his church and gave a clear testimony to a personal relationship with 

Christ. 

 

At the age of 11, poverty forced Faraday into work.  He began running errands for 

George Riebau, a French bookbinder, who, recognising Faraday’s potential, took him 

on as an apprentice.  Faraday began to read and Riebau wisely directed him towards 

useful books. He soon became fascinated by science.  The bookbinder encouraged 

Faraday, gave him space to conduct his own experiments and eventually enabled him 

to hear lectures by the world-famous chemist Humphry Davy.  Inspired by Davy’s talks, 

Faraday wrote to the chemist and soon became his assistant at the Royal Institution, a 

body that specialised in applied science.  Davy found the young man remarkably useful 

and took him on an eighteen-month tour of Europe, visiting many of the great 

scientists of the time. 

 

On his return to England, Faraday continued to help Davy but increasingly began to do 

his own experiments in chemistry and, later, physics.  Faraday turned out to be a 

superb experimental scientist.  He was imaginative and methodical and tried to test for 

himself every scientific claim he came across.  He was a hard worker and rapidly 

published his discoveries, writing nearly 500 papers in his long career. 

 

Step by step Faraday rose to the very highest levels of international science.  He 

became the director of the Royal Institution, was awarded a doctorate by Oxford 

University and made a fellow of the prestigious Royal Society — indeed he was twice 

invited to become its president but refused because he wanted to continue his 

laboratory work.  Despite his honours, Faraday remained humble, lived on a modest 

salary and refused a knighthood, preferring to be ‘plain Mr Faraday’.  
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He did, however, accept an apartment at Hampton Court given to him by the monarch, 

along with a small pension.  

 

Faraday worked hard – possibly too hard because eventually his health failed – but he was 
sustained by two things.  The first was his marriage in 1821 to Sarah Barnard with whom 
he had a long and happy, if childless, partnership.  The second was his deep Christian 
commitment and his church involvement: he was not only a faithful church member, 
elder and preacher, but also regularly involved in visiting the poor and sick. 
 
Faraday’s achievement is even more remarkable when we consider that the odds were 
stacked against him.  He remained something of an outsider in society; he was lower class 
and had almost no formal education.  However, he was accepted not just because of his 
brilliance as a scientist but because of the way his gentle, humble manner won him 
friends. 

 

In the early 1840s, Faraday’s health began to deteriorate.  Typically, when it was proposed 
to him that he would be buried in Westminster Abbey along with monarchs and scientists 
such as Isaac Newton, he refused.  He died in 1867 at Hampton Court. 
 
In his prolific career Faraday’s studies covered a vast area.  He has been referred to as the 
‘Patron Saint of Electricity’ and much of today’s world relies on principles he first 
discovered: the dynamo, the transformer, the electric motor, electrolysis and so on, but 
Faraday’s expertise was much wider.  He invented the process we use in refrigeration, 
recognised the potential of ether as an anaesthetic and discovered the important 
chemical benzene – the list of discoveries goes on. 
 
Faraday’s ascent from being an absolute nobody to a very considerable somebody is 
definitely inspiring.  I am particularly challenged by three things. 
 
Faraday was committed to seeking truth.  A particular Christian emphasis in Faraday’s 
thinking was the way that he saw the natural world as something created and governed 
by a God who had given rules which human beings could, and should, follow.  Inspired by 
a vision that everything in nature was ultimately connected, he peered forward into the 
future, anticipating ideas that were to be developed by Einstein, who had a portrait of 
Faraday in his office to inspire him. 
 
Faraday was committed to sharing truth.  Scientists can be notoriously bad at 
communication but Faraday, doubtless remembering his own experience, was different 
and always anxious to publicise what was being done.  He himself was a good 
communicator and full of enthusiasm.  He arranged accessible public lectures, including 
some for children, a tradition continued today as the Royal Institution Christmas Lectures. 
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Faraday was committed to serving truth.  There was no gap between what he believed and 
what he did.  In his role as the nation’s ‘chief scientist’ Faraday served society:  
 
investigating mine explosions, working on better lighthouse lamps, preventing the 
corrosion of ships and raising issues about industrial and water pollution.  

Faraday didn’t just do good, he also resisted evil, refusing to develop chemical weapons for 

use in the Crimean War. 

 

Michael Faraday’s life is full of towering achievements.  To do all that he did, against the 

odds, and maintain his Christian witness is astonishing.  You don’t have to be Einstein to 

find him an inspiration! 

J. John 

Reverend Canon 

Submitted by Rita Morse 

Flying bishop 

 

The new bishop wanted a bird’s eye view of his new diocese, so he had an idea.  He rang 
his local airfield to charter a flight, and was told that a twin-engine plane would be 
waiting for him.  Arriving at the airfield, the bishop spotted a plane warming up outside a 
hangar.  He jumped in, slammed the door shut, and shouted, "Let's go!" 
 

At once the pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off.  Once in the air, 
the bishop spent several minutes enjoying the views, and looking for local landmarks.  
Finally, he instructed the pilot, "fly down the valley now and make low passes so I can 
take pictures of some of the best of the old parish churches." 
 

"Why?" asked the pilot. 
 

"Because I'm the new bishop,” he replied happily, adjusting his camera, “and I want some 
good aerial views of my diocese.”   
 

The pilot was silent for a moment.  Finally he stammered, "So, what you're telling me, is, 
you're NOT my flight instructor?" 
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Flowers for the glory of God 

 At the moment, there are no fresh 

flowers in church.  

However, when fresh flowers are 

back in church you might like to 

commemorate a special family 

occasion; please consider a 

donation to the Flower Fund for an 

arrangement  to be  placed in  

church on the Sunday nearest your special occasion.  It may be that 

you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in memory of a 

loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you wish, include a 

special note with the flowers showing to whom they are dedicated.  

For further details please contact Christina Higton or Dorothy 

Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators, at church when fresh flowers in 

St Francis’ church resumes. 

t 

The flowers in the 

photo were in church 

in July. 
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Bouquet of Blessings  - Part 7  

The poppy is a symbol of Remembrance.  It is said 
to have sprung up in the battlefields from the blood 
of the men killed there.   We see them in the 
cornfields too.  Legend has it that the Roman 
Goddess ‘Ceres’ planted them so that her cereal 
crops could safely grow. 

Papaver Orientale is a pale form of the oriental poppy and has showy flowers meaning 
charming and dreamlike. 
 
Aster – Michaelmas Daisy is a symbol meaning sentimental and memories, also 
harmony.  In the bible you will find this verse in Proverbs 10:7 which tells us that ‘The 
memory of the righteous will be a blessing’. 
 
Aquilegia – Columbine is so called from the Latin word Columba, which means dove, 
probably because the shape of the white flower figuratively resembles a dove’s head.  
There are many readings in the bible that mention a dove.  Matthew 3: 16 tells us that 
as soon as Jesus was baptised he saw the spirit of God descending on him like a dove.    
 
Gypsophila is also called Baby’s Breath as it symbolizes a pure heart.  Some flowers 
murmur in tones scarcely audible but exquisitely soft and sweet. The French novelist 
Georges Sand wrote ‘I am little but I am beloved’.  Matthew 5: 8 says ‘Blessed are the 
pure in heart  for they shall see God.’   From The Message translation of the same 
chapter and verse it says, ‘You’re blessed when you get your inside world – you’re mind 
and heart put right.’  Then you can see God in the outside world he created. 
 
The White Lotus Lily Flower was a sacred symbol in ancient times in some oriental 
countries like Egypt, China, India and Tibet.  It was later adopted by the Christian Church 
as a symbol of purity dedicated to the Virgin Mary.  A Chinese proverb says ‘Flowers 
leave some of their fragrance in the hand that bestows them.’ 

 
 

Poppies 

growing wild 

are in the 

photo on the 

left. 

The photo on 

the right 

shows a lotus 

flower 
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Christian Aid’s Harvest Appeal 2021 

The Tree of Hope 

In the massive baobab trees near her home, Janet points out the fruit high up in the 
branches. It’s this fruit that’s made all the difference to Janet and her friends in the 
Makande Women’s Group. 
  
Together, these women have created an innovative, sustainable baobab juice-making 
business. Supported by Christian Aid’s partner with training, equipment and a low-cost 
loan, the Makande Women’s group now make 6,000 bottles a month, sharing the profits 
between the whole group. 
  
 With a radiant smile, Janet shows us her new home and explains how proud she is that 
her children are at school.  
Janet had lost her home in the floods, and had difficulty finding food for her family, until 
she joined the Women’s Group. 
 
Vulnerable communities living in poverty know that they're stronger when they stand 
together. The climate crisis is pushing people in Malawi deeper into poverty. But with 
your support, women are joining forces to change their lives and withstand future crises. 
 

If you would like to find out more about this year’s harvest appeal and  how you can 
help, go the Christian Aid website: www.christianaid.org.uk. 

 

Gill Haggie 

Bifocals 

 

A preacher went into the pulpit one Sunday morning wearing a pair of new bifocals.  The 
reading portion of the glasses improved his vision considerably, but the top portion of the 
glasses didn't work so well.  In fact, he was experiencing dizziness every time he looked 
through them.  Finally, he apologised to the congregation "I hope you will excuse my 
continually removing my glasses," he said. "You see, when I look down, I can see fine, but 
when I look at you, it makes me feel sick." 
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Book Reviews  

Albert Stridemores’ Lockdown Discoveries 

By Chick Yuill 

This novel is about 75 year old, green-fingered Albert 
Stridemore.  His carefully ordered life has been 
unchanged for years.  Content to live alone and 
diligently working on his allotment, he safely buries 
the past as he turns the soil.  

But with the arrival of the coronavirus and lockdown, he finds himself digging up more 
than just potatoes in the spring.  With time to think and a new acquaintance in the 
attractive widow Penny Finch, Albert is compelled to revisit his past betrayals, even as his 

eyes are opened to a generous, richer world in the present.   
 

And when injustice is exposed as the virus strikes close to 
home, Albert is thrust into a new role and makes the 
most of the unexpected discoveries. 
 
‘As with Chick Yuill’s previous novels, and as a token of 
gratitude for the life, love and laughter he enjoys every-
day, all the author royalties will be donated to charities 
working in the aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis.’ 

Invitation to Solitude and Silence 

By Ruth Haley Barton 

 

This is a practical introduction to the spiritual practice of silence 
and solitude. 

Much of the Christian faith is about words – preaching, teaching, 
talking with others.  But the hectic demands and noise of daily 
modern life can drown out God’s words and keep us from fully 
meeting Him. 

The book explores the power of quietness and stillness in connecting with God. Filled 
with practical exercises, it will be helpful for anyone looking for spiritual disciplines to 
help them connect more fully with God and practices to aid their spiritual formation. 
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                                  A Christian Guide to Environmental Issues 
By Martin Hodson and Margot Hodson, BRF, £9.99 

Environmental sustainability is a major issue for us all. In 
this extensively updated edition, Martin and Margot 
Hodson consider eight of the key current environmental 
problems, giving the biblical basis for looking after the 
environment and helping to integrate environmental 
thinking into the reader’s understanding of Christian faith. 

This guide includes ethical reflections, bible studies 
focusing on a different biblical doctrine for each chapter, 
and eco-tips to enable practical response.  Among the 
issues covered are climate change, food, biodiversity, and 

population, together with the relationship between environmental problems and issues 
relating to world development. 

 

Mary Sumner Day 

9th August 2021  

Last year the annual service in Sheffield Cathedral to commemorate Mary Sumner Day 

was cancelled, due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  So it was a great joy that the annual 

Eucharist service took place once more, on the centenary of Mary Sumner’s death on 9th 

August 1921.   

The service was very different from previous years.  Local branches were represented by a 

maximum of two members.  Anne Walker and Maureen Moore attended, representing St 

Francis’ church’s Mothers’ Union branch.  No banners were allowed, only the Diocesan 

banner, to represent all branches.  The congregation was not permitted to join in the 

singing.  Two members of the cathedral’s choir sang instead.  The service was led by the 

Bishop of Doncaster, the Right Reverend  Sophie Jelley and she was assisted by the Most 

Reverend Javaid Iqbal, Archdeacon of Doncaster, who gave the sermon.  Both were 

admitted to membership of the Mothers’ Union.   Three long service awards were also 

presented to Moira Leach, Freda Wingfield and Beryl Wright.  Lana Boulger was 

commissioned as Deanery Leader for Ecclesfield Deanery.  

It was a welcome return to the cathedral but we hope the usual format of this important 

event will be back to normal in 2022. 

We are hoping that our monthly meetings will return to church in the very near future. 

Anne Walker 
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 Poetry to ponder 

Please Mrs Butler 
 

By Allan Ahlberg 

Please Mrs Butler 

This boy Derek Drew 

Keeps copying my work, Miss. 

What shall I do? 

 

Go and sit in the hall, dear. 

Go and sit in the sink. 

Take your books on the roof, my 

lamb. 

Do whatever you think. 

  
Please Mrs Butler 

This boy Derek Drew 

Keeps taking my rubber, Miss. 

What shall I do  

Keep it in your hand, dear. 

Hide it up your vest. 

Swallow it if you like, love. 

Do what you think best. 

  

Please Mrs Butler 

This boy Derek Drew 

Keeps calling me rude names, 

Miss. 

What shall I do? 

 

Lock yourself in the cupboard, 

dear. 

Run away to sea. 

Do whatever you can, my flower. 

But don't ask me! 

 

Allan Ahlberg, together with his late wife Janet, produced many books for children.  These 

were illustrated by Janet.  Their most famous book is probably ‘The Jolly Postman’, much 

loved by children of all ages. 

As well as a renowned children’s author Allan is a prolific writer of poetry for children and 

has written many books and poems.  A former teacher (as was Janet), Allan’s poems are  

often written from a child’s experience in the classroom. 

September is the beginning of the new academic year and this poem seems appropriate 

as many children prepare to return to school.  Older children may be starting a new 

adventure in ‘big school’ and younger children are beginning their formal education and 

perhaps will experience a more structured way of learning with a teacher in charge, but 

with more patience than Mrs Butler, who sounds as if she is exhausted. 

After the turmoil caused by the pandemic and the amount of time children had to isolate, 

which resulted in losing precious time from the classroom and their friends, many will 

welcome a normal return to school. 
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 Silverwood Area Mission  

 Bearing Fruit Together 

St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with: 

St Leonard’s Thrybergh, 

 St Alban’s Wickersley 

St John’s Hooton Roberts, 

 St James’ Ravenfield and 

St James’ Braithwell 

Mission Partnership Prayer 

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Mission Partnership, 

to do all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout 

Wickersley, Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your 

Holy Spirit guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making 

new disciples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen. 

(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Mission Partnership. Please be 

encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services) 
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Children’s Corner 

Solution on page 22 
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Children’s Corner 
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The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for 

special events, meetings etc. 

Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members. 

 

Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50 

a year for ¼ page of A5 

 

Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or 

email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com  

Solution to Word Search on page 20 
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Local Advertisements 
 

 

 

JOHN’S FUNERAL 

SERVICE 

An Independent Family Business 

Providing a Complete, 

Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour 
Service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

set in tranquil gardens 

Pre-payment Plans Available 

Catering Provided 

Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883 

88-90 Katherine Road,  Thurcroft 

Rotherham   S66 9HR 

 Fully Qualified, 

Fully Insured  

Let us take care of your feet: 
 

*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas  

*Cracked heels, Dry Skin 

*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot 

*Diabetic Foot Care 

*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments 

*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams 

in the comfort of your own home or in 

our clinic 

Tel:  01709 207300   

www.krfootcareservices.co.uk 

Enhanced DBS 

Professional Foot Care by 

Foot Health Professionals 
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WORSHIP Celebrations in September 2021 
 

Sunday  5th       10:00am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 12th       10:00am Morning Prayer 

Sunday 19th     10:00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 26th     10:00am Morning Prayer 

 

Coming in October 

                      Sunday 3rd October: Celebration of Harvest 

                      Sunday 10th October: Safeguarding Sunday 

 

Important Notice 

The PCC is committed to returning to the format of two services on 

Sundays and is exploring how this can be made possible. 

Please see Page 5 of this issue for the current arrangements that are in 

place.  The PCC will review these arrangements at its meeting in 

September. 

The Thursday Morning Prayer service will resume on 2nd September at 

10:00am.  This will continue as a Zoom service for the time being.  If 

you would like an invitation to attend please contact the Parish office 

and the Zoom link will be sent to you. 

In the meantime please continue to check the church bulletin, website 

and Facebook page in the event of any changes. 

All contact details are provided on page 2 of the magazine. 

. 


