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Important Notice
The church is open for services. See the information on the back page.
Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up
-to-date information on church activities.

At your service
To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage,
Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’
church, call into church on 1st Saturday of each
month between 10:00am and 12 noon or Tel:
702576.
Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and email address
Cuppachat is on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am - 12 noon.
The next one is on Saturday 3rd September 2022. Please check the church
bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up-to-date information on
the church activities.
Mothers’ Union is the 2nd Monday of each month. Meetings are in church,
starting at 1:30pm. Everyone welcome.
Bramley Friendship Group meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month
from 2:00pm - 4:00pm in the hall. Please bring your own art and craft
materials. Or, if you prefer, board games are available or just come along and
enjoy a cuppa and chat.
If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to:
magazinestfrancis@gmail.com. Deadline: 15th of the month: Irene Magill,
Editor

Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or visit
our website
•

Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org

•

Churchwarden: James Moore.
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This month …….
What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost?
Thoughts of a Church Member: New Beginnings
Introducing Rev Helen Terry
Heroes of Faith: Amanda Smith
Beavering Away for Twenty Five Years
Mothers’ Union Strawberry Tea
Green Reflections Part One
Poppy Making Craft Day
and much more

Cover Story
September reminds us that the beautiful season of autumn is on its way. The
meteorological date for autumn is 1st September but the astronomical date this year is
23rd September, the autumn equinox. Already we can see signs of autumn with the
leaves on the trees changing colour and the abundance of fruits and berries that appear
on trees and hedgerows.
Thank you Nigel Morse for sharing this beautiful photo of two starlings feeding on rowan
berries.

Wise Words
For beautiful eyes, look for the good in others; for beautiful lips, speak only words of
kindness; and for poise, walk with knowledge that you are never alone.
Audrey Hepburn
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Thoughts from a Church Member: New Beginnings
As we go into the autumn season, the reality is
that we are going forward into unknown
territory in so many areas of our lives.
Although the threat of the Covid virus is still
with us, coming out of lockdown felt like a new
beginning.
Many people have made big life choices during
and after lockdown. Emerging from lockdown
and back into normal life has been a big deal for
many people. Some have been stepping into a
new job, a new opportunity, or into a new
relationship. Right now, as a church, we are
stepping out of one season and into another. As a church we are coming out of
Interregnum and as we move forward we must take with us those positive things that
we have learnt from the past few years.
Maybe for you everything has gone back to how it was? Same church, same job, same
friends. Although everything might be the same, the truth is that it can all feel new. It
can feel like a new beginning. With each new beginning, there comes a point where we
have to step IN to the new. Stepping out of one season and into another can feel scary.
It can feel daunting. Crossing from the familiar and into the unknown can feel
overwhelming. Even stepping back into church life can feel like a big deal.
“In the beginning….God.”
The first four words of the Bible. Four words that bring together two ideas. Four words
that define our new beginning as we come out of Interregnum. In these four words we
see the idea of a beginning and we see the idea of God. God is introduced to us and the
context in which God is placed is IN a place. A place called ‘beginning’. God is telling us
that he loves to be IN beginnings.
In Genesis:1 we see that God created. It’s amazing that the first thing God chose to
reveal about Himself in His word and in the beginning, is that He is creative!
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In the autumn season, the green trees lose all their leaves as they fall to the ground,
and although the trees look bare during the autumn and winter months, by the spring
they have a new lease of life when new leaves and flowers bloom.
The words of a song by John Gowans say this:
‘He came to give us life in all its fullness, He came to make the blind to see,
He came to banish death and doubt and darkness, He came to set His people free.
He liberating love imparted, He taught men once again to smile;
He came to bind the broken hearted, And God and man to reconcile.
He came to give us life in all its fullness, He came to make the blind to see,
He came to banish death and doubt and darkness, He came to set His people free.’
As we welcome Rev. Helen Terry to St Francis’ church may this be a time of new
beginnings for us as a church and a congregation of God’s people.

Prayer for September
Heavenly Father,
September - a month of new starts for many. We pray for all starting school, university or
college, or moving into a new class or job.
We pray for the new Prime Minister to prove to be a person of integrity, dedicated to
working for the good of all.
We especially ask you to help those struggling with the rising cost of living who don’t
know how they are going to make ends meet.
Have mercy on this nation, Lord and bring us back to Your ways.
Thank You for Jesus and that through trusting in Him we can know You, as Father and God
of truth, mercy and compassion.
Thank You that You never give up on us. You will help us if we turn to You,
In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

So True
Why is it that when you're driving and looking for an address, you turn down the volume
on the radio?
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Introducing Rev. Helen Terry
as our Curate in Charge
Dear All,
I can’t tell you how excited I am about the prospect of joining you
in Bramley; I know that God has amazing plans to grow His
kingdom in this place and I am delighted that He is allowing me
to be a small part of this. Throughout August, the Sunday
lectionary has included readings from Hebrews which seem
quite appropriate as I look forward to the path God has prepared for us. I have been
thinking a lot about the ‘great cloud of witnesses’ described in Hebrews 11 and 12. This
cloud, made up of the many heroes of faith listed, as well as many more that are not,
offers both encouragement and challenge.
I am sure we can all think of someone whose faith has inspired and encouraged us,
whether we have read about them in the Bible or in history books, or they may have
walked alongside us in our lives; they are like supporters cheering us on as we, too, try to
live out our faith.
Therein lies the challenge - we each have a part to play. Faith is not always easy, waiting
and trusting when times are tough, (even when they’re not), can be difficult. It is a bit
like being in a long-distance race: we have to keep going even when we’re tired or hurting
and can’t see anything that resembles a finish line or even a rest stop.
As we enter the next stage of the race together, I am holding on to the reminder in
Hebrews that ‘faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do
not see,’ (Hebrews 11:1). I am confident that God has amazing plans for Bramley and
trust that He will accomplish them. When we live in faith, trusting in the promises of
God, fixing our eyes on Jesus, we too join the great cloud of witnesses and play our part
in seeing God’s kingdom come on earth - in Bramley!
I am so thankful to God for those heroes in my life, some of whom were and still are in
Bramley.
So, as we look forward to all that God has planned for us, I encourage you to spend a
moment thinking of and thanking God for your heroes of faith and then consider who
you can encourage today?
May God bless you and bless others through you.
Rev Helen
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Flowers for the glory of God
If you would like to commemorate a
special family occasion; please consider a
donation to the Flower Fund for an
arrangement to be placed in church on
the Sunday nearest to your special
occasion.
It may be that you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in
memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you
wish, include a special note with the flowers showing to whom they
are dedicated. For further details please contact Christina Higton or
Dorothy Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators.

The flowers in the photos were on display in church in July.
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Heroes of Faith:
Amanda Smith
Amanda was born in 1837 in the American state of Maryland, the first of 13 children.
Her parents were slaves and she became one too. Despite the poverty of her
upbringing Amanda grew up surrounded by prayer and Bible reading and was taught to
read and write by her parents. Through hard work, her father managed to buy freedom,
first for himself and then for his family.
Although free, Amanda still suffered discrimination and was to have a very limited
education. She became a maid at 13 and was to work as a domestic help until her midthirties. She married at the age of 17 and had two children, only one of whom survived
into adulthood. Her husband died in the Civil War.
In her early twenties Amanda felt that God had miraculously cured her of a serious
illness for a purpose. Shortly afterwards she had a transforming conversion experience.
Now a single mother, she married again but sadly her husband, who had misled her over
his spiritual ambitions, deserted her. Amanda was left in poverty with three more
children, all of whom were to die in infancy.
Increasingly, Amanda became involved in Methodist church circles and became a wellknown evangelist, bringing people to trust in Christ, in churches (whether black or
white), and at Christian meetings. She was a powerful speaker: nearly six-foot tall with
a rich voice, a remarkable singing gift and an exuberant, dynamic and spontaneous
manner. Amanda was a preacher who made an impact; where she spoke people were
converted, overcome with repentance or touched with a sense of God’s presence.
In 1869, after the death of her last son and her second husband, Amanda felt called to
be a full-time missionary. As a freed black slave, a mere ‘washerwoman’ as she was
often described, and without education or formal training, she could not obtain any sort
of official church position. Instead, for the remainder of her life Amanda was to live by
faith, sustained by gifts. She certainly acted by faith, rarely planning anything but
instead praying over everything and relying on God to guide her.
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Amanda began preaching at special event - camp meetings - where large numbers of
people gathered for days of church services with an emphasis on conversion and
holiness. In 1878 she was invited to cross the Atlantic to speak at the Keswick
Convention in England.
Amanda soon became a popular speaker at revival meetings throughout Britain. She
drew crowds because her preaching reached hearts.
Amanda was invited to go to India, where for 18 months she had considerable success in
revival meetings. Instead of returning to the United States, she felt led to visit Africa
and spent eight years evangelising and setting up schools and missions in Liberia and
Sierra Leone.
When she finally returned to the United States Amanda wrote a long account of her life,
with an honest account of her spiritual journey but also an eyewitness account of the
problems of racism and sexism faced by a black woman in the nineteenth century.
From 1892 onwards Amanda focused her efforts on helping her own African-American
community, in particular by establishing and running an orphanage in Illinois. In her last
years, with her health failing, she moved to Florida where she died in 1915 at the age of
78.
Amanda Smith came from the most unpromising background to be extraordinarily used
by God for forty years in evangelism and revival across four continents. Her success was
due to God’s gifting of her, but she played her part by allowing God to work in her life.

Three things strike me about Amanda’s life.
First, she depended upon God. Amanda was a poor woman with limited education
working against widespread racial prejudice. Yet those very limitations forced her to
rely on God and on his strength. The life of Amanda Smith is a reminder that God does
most through those who count themselves least.
Second, she had a desire for God. The nineteenth-century emphasis and enthusiasm for
‘holiness teaching’ is unfashionable today. Amanda made it her priority to seek God and
to reflect that knowledge and experience of him in her life. It’s a good priority to make
our own.
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Third, she demonstrated the grace of God. Amanda was a woman who suffered. She
lost four of her five children, lived a life of poverty and was frequently considered a
second-class citizen. Yet hers was a life of remarkable graciousness. She never
demanded her rights, accused others or complained about the racism she endured.
Although she rarely raised discrimination in public - she did an enormous amount of
good by building bridges and demolishing barriers between black and white
communities. Amanda Smith achieved much for God in her generation. She sets an
example for us in ours.
J. John
Reverend Canon
Submitted by Rita Morse

Beavering Away for 25 Years
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Beavering Away for 25 Years
Congratulations to Bramley’s Beavers’ leader, Val Dyson, who has completed 25 years of
scouting, looking after her colony of Beavers. Val was surprised by an unexpected
celebration and was presented with Bramley Parish Council’s Community Champion
Certificate by the Chairman, Councillor Malcolm Brown.
Councillor James Moore and Rev Judy Leverton attended the surprise celebration and
made a presentation to Val on behalf of St Francis’ church. They are with Val in the
photo on page 10.
Here Val tells her story of how she became involved with Beavers:
“Who would have thought that when I went to put my son’s name on the Beaver Scout
waiting list in April 1997, I would very soon become the new Beaver Leader, as the group
was closing.
Here began my 25 years of belonging to the worldwide family of Scouting and what an
adventure it has been! I have been privileged to be part of so many young people’s
lives, watching them flourish, grow and achieve so much. Their families have also
shared my journey and I have been fortunate to make thousands of memories, which
will be treasured, culminating in the surprise celebration before the summer break. I
could never have made it this far without help, inspiration and support of others, too
many to mention by name. I am truly grateful.
Finally, I’d like to say, “Thank you” to all at St Francis Church for my lovely card and gift
voucher. It is very generous of you all.
Valerie Dyson aka Mrs Beaver”.
Thank you Mrs Beaver.

What they say
When my older brother was very young, he always walked up to the church altar with my
mother when she took Holy Communion. On every occasion, he tugged at her arm and
asked, "What does the priest say when he gives you the bread?" Mum would always lean
over and whisper something in his ear. Imagine his shock many years later when he
learned that the priest doesn't say, "Be quiet until you get to your seat."
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Mothers’ Union Strawberry Tea
On Monday 11th July, which was a very warm and sunny day, St Francis’ Church
Mothers’ Union hosted a strawberries, scones and cream tea event in aid of AFIA (Away
From It All Holiday fund for families in need of a holiday).
We were delighted to welcome two volunteer representatives from Samaritan’s Purse,
Liz and Charlotte as our guest speakers. They described the work of the charity,
especially to the children of Ukraine since the invasion by Russia, and the distribution of
shoe boxes through Operation Christmas Child.
Scones with jam, cream and strawberries were served to over 50 people who added
their support by way of a raffle and a silent auction. A total of £405 was raised on the
day and this was enhanced by a donation of £260.
Thank you to everyone, which included Mothers’ Union members from other branches,
who supported this event.
Operation Christmas Child

Operation Christmas Child has always been very well supported by our church family at
St Francis. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic and resultant lockdowns we have not
been able to collect as a church over the last two years but we are encouraging people to
think about supporting this wonderful campaign for Christmas 2022.
Liz and Charlotte are local volunteers and were delighted to come and speak about the
work of the charity and gave very interesting suggestions on how to fill the shoe boxes.
The items do vary from year to year because of the restrictions imposed by the countries
the boxes are delivered to. No sweets, liquid toiletries (including toothpaste), toys
suggestive of war (such as water pistols) can be accepted. Suggestions for gifts include a
small toy, such as tennis balls, an item of clothing (socks, hat, scarves, flip flop sandals),
toiletries (flannel, bar of soap, sponge, toothbrush), colouring books, plain exercise
books, pencils, crayons, a Christmas card and perhaps a photo of the donor.
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An inclusion of a donation of £5 is requested towards the cost of transporting the boxes.
Shoe boxes covered in Christmas paper can be used or the charity’s own boxes are
available.
Shoe boxes can be brought to church and will be taken to the local collection point.
Dates for final delivery to church will be published in the church bulletin. Leaflets on
how to fill the boxes will also be available in church.

The photo montage shows Charlotte and Liz from Samaritan’s Purse and members of
Mothers’ Union and guests enjoying our strawberries and cream tea event in aid of AFIA.
Thank you to Alan Taylor who took the photos
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Green Reflections by Martin and Margot Hudson
The Wisdom of Trees. This year we have all been encouraged to plant a tree. Last
autumn I planted two acorns and two horse chestnuts which have now developed into
oak saplings and horse chestnut saplings. I am reminded of the saying, ‘great oaks from
little acorns grow’. I will perhaps have to give nature a helping hand to look after these
saplings and watch them develop and grow. Climate change has created an
environment where wild fires rampage causing devastation of everything in their path
with the loss of thousands of mature trees. This certainly should encourage us to do all
we can to help with environmental issues that cause climate change.
Let’s go on a spiritual journey through the Bible’s woodlands and find the truths we can
learn from these majestic teachers, as described in this book by Martin and Margaret
Hudson.
Peace of the Olive Tree It is a long-lived tree and highly prized for its fruit. Olive oil is
liquid gold as it provides food, light and heat. Priests and Kings were anointed with olive
oil as they entered service and Jesus’ disciples used olive oil for healing (Mark 6:13). The
Olive Tree is first mentioned in the Bible at the end of the flood. Noah sent out a dove
and it returned with a sprig of olive, proving the existence of dry land. Because of this
story, the olive is a symbol of peace making and reconciliation. Jesus prayed in the olive
grove in Gethsemane as he awaited arrest on his journey to the cross. The olive reminds
us of peace and hope for whatever the future has in store for us and the world. As we
are reminded in the words of that great hymn: ‘When through the woods and forest
glades I wonder….
Then sings my soul….How great thou art.’
Oaks of Righteousness There is some confusion over the word oak in the Bible.
Different translations use just the word tree as the species cannot be decided upon.
Whatever the case, these trees were often planted at places of worship, and sometimes
they were planted where loved ones were buried. The wood was used for oars and
carving statues ( 2 Samuel 18: 9-10 , 1 Kings 13:14 and Isaiah 2: 13). They symbolized
strength, wisdom, longevity and righteousness. Whatever stage of life we are at we
should all be aiming to live righteous lives. We have been planted where we find
ourselves at this time to honour God, witness to the people we meet and display His
splendour.
The Almond Tree is a beautiful tree which produces nuts and oil. It is the first to flower
each year and its Hebrew name means ‘working hard’, ‘reliable’ and ‘watching.’ It
signals the sign of spring over the Mediterranean landscape. As we go through the
seasons of our lives like the almond tree we are looked at for wisdom and reliability in
our work, in church and with our families. Whatever life situations we face, God has
promised to watch over us and give His strength when we feel powerless.
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To give us wisdom, courage, support and love as we ask in His holy name. (Jeremiah 1: 11
-12 Numbers 17: 8.
The Cedar Tree The native cedars of Lebanon are majestic, long lived trees and appear
numerous times in the Bible, but only in the Old Testament. The highly prized wood being
strong, aromatic and resistant to attack by insects and decay was used to build Solomon’s
temple. Read for yourselves the story in Judges Chapter 9 about the parable of the trees.
Joy

Bramley Friendship Group
At a recent meeting of Bramley Friendship Group, we took a nostalgic trip back through
the years as we shared our memories of times past. We remembered aspects of daily
life such as shopping, fashion, entertainment, toys and games and shared memories of
the war years. Events that influenced our daily life – not just newspaper headlines but
even on sweet wrappers and cereal packets.

We meet in the church hall 2pm - 4pm. on the 1st and 3rd Thursday. Board games,
bring your own crafts or just come to meet new friends. Tea, coffee and biscuits served.
Voluntary donation £2. The next meetings is on is on Thursday 1st September and
Thursday 15th September.
On Thursday 20thOctober, Speaker / Presenter of 15th and 16th century history, Maureen
Taylor will be our guest and will be giving a talk ‘How the Tudors Celebrated Christmas’.
Voluntary donation £2.
We are a community group and everyone is welcome.

Alan Taylor

Deliver us
I had been teaching my four-year-old daughter the Lord's Prayer. Then one evening at
bedtime she attempted it solo. I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each
word, right up to the end of the prayer. "And lead us not into temptation," she prayed,
"but deliver us some e-mail. Amen”.

Dream
Politician: "I dream of a better tomorrow, where chickens can cross the road and not have
their motives questioned."
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Poppy Making Craft Day
17th August 2022
Thank you to all who came along to our Poppy Making Craft day at The King Henry.
We had lots of chatting and laughter while producing wonderful poppies to adorn our
church for Remembrance in November. Thank you also to the team at The King Henry for
their hospitality. It was a wonderful opportunity to meet people from our community.
We will be arranging a day in October in church to tie the poppies onto the meshing
(keep watching the bulletin for that date).
Thank you again
Sylvia Graham

Thank you, Sylvia, for arranging this event, and for the photos of the poppies being
made during the afternoon and the
band of poppy makers busy making them.
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Poetry to ponder
Sonnet 73
That Time of Year Thou Mayst in Me Behold
That time of year thou mayst in me behold;
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,
Bare ruin’d choirs where late the sweet birds sang.
In me thou seest the twilight of such day
As after sunset fadeth in the west,
Which by and by black night doth take away,
Death’s second self, that seals up all in rest.
In me thou seest the glowing of such fire
That on the ashes of his youth doth lie,
As the death-bed whereon it must expire,
Consum’d by that which it was nourished by.
This thou perceiv’st which makes thy love more strong,
To love that well which thou must leave ere long.

William Shakespeare
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Children’s Corner
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Children’s Corner
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Important Dates for your Diary
Saturday 3rd September: Cuppachat in church
between 10:00am - 12 noon.
Thursdays 1st and 15th: Bramley Friendship
Group in the church hall between 2:00 - 4:00pm

Sunday 4th September Commissioning Service for Rev Helen Terry at 11:00am.
Followed by a Bring and Share Lunch in the Church Hall. Please make sure you have
signed up for the Bring and Share lunch.
Monday 12th September: in church from 1:30pm Mothers’ Union meeting. All welcome
to come along.
Coming in October 2022 - Autumn Tabletop Sale:
On Saturday 8th October 2022 between 2-4:00pm, in aid of church funds.

Confess
A man walked into a minister’s study and confessed: “I think I’m addicted to Twitter.”
The minister looked at him and replied, “Sorry, I don’t follow you."

Contact Details for St Francis’ Church
www.stfrancisbramley.org
Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
Church Office: Tel 01709 702576
St Francis Church Bramley
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Silverwood Area Mission
Bearing Fruit Together
St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with:
St Leonard’s Thrybergh,
St Alban’s Wickersley
St John’s Hooton Roberts,

St James’ Ravenfield and
St James’ Braithwell

Area Mission Prayer
Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Area Mission, to do
all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout Wickersley,
Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your Holy Spirit
guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making new disciples,
to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen.
(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Area Mission. Please be
encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services).

The hall at St Francis' Church can be hired for
special events, meetings etc.
Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members.
Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50
a year for ¼ page of A5
Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or
email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
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Local Advertisements
Fully Qualified,
Fully Insured
Professional Foot Care by
Foot Health Professionals
Let us take care of your feet:
*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas
*Cracked heels, Dry Skin
*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot
*Diabetic Foot Care
*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments
*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams

in the comfort of your own home or in
our clinic

Tel: 01709 207300
www.krfootcareservices.co.uk
Enhanced DBS

JOHN’S FUNERAL
SERVICE
An Independent Family Business

Providing a Complete,
Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour
Service
Private Chapels of Rest
set in tranquil gardens
Pre-payment Plans Available
Catering Provided
Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883
88-90 Katherine Road, Thurcroft
Rotherham S66 9HR
23

Worship Celebrations during September2022
All Sunday Morning Services at 10:00am
Unless otherwise stated.
Sunday 4th Commissioning Service for Rev Helen Terry at
11:00am. Holy Communion
Sunday 11th Morning Worship
Sunday 18th Holy Communion
Sunday 25th Morning Worship and Holy Baptism

Please note that the Bishop of Sheffield, Rt Rev Pete
Wilcox will be commissioning Rev Helen Terry as Curate in
Charge at the morning service on Sunday 4th September
and this will be followed by a Bring and Share lunch.
Everyone is invited to join us as we welcome Helen.
Everyone is very welcome at all our services. A designated
play area for children and parents has been set aside in
the church.
Refreshments are served in the church hall at the end of
the service.
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