
Sermon Sunday 20.09.2020 

Readings: Exodus 16 vv 2 to 15. Matthew 20 vv 1 to 16. 

Theme    ‘Amazing Grace’ 

Holy Spirit we know you are here with us.  I pray that you will take my lips and speak through them;  

take our minds and think through them;  take our hearts and set them on fire with love for you. 

      Amen. 

 

In Matthew 19 we read of the rich young man coming to Jesus and asking, “Teacher, what good 

thing must I do to get  eternal life?”  Jesus said, “Obey the commandments.”  “Which ones” he 

asked.  Jesus quotes six of them and the young man replies, “All these I have kept. What do I still 

lack?” 

 

If you want to be perfect … sell everything you have, give the money to the poor.  You will have 

treasure in Heaven.  Then come and follow me.”  The young man when he heard this went away 

sad , because he had great wealth.” 

 

To the disciples astonishment Jesus said, “It is hard for  rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  It 

is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom.” 

“Who can be saved?” they ask.  Jesus answered, “With man it is impossible. But with God all 

things are possible.” 

 

Pater answered him, “We left everything to follow you.  What will there be for us?”  Jesus 

promised them that when renewal time comes they will sit on thrones and judge the twelve tribes 

of Israel.  He goes on, “Anyone who has given much for my sake will have eternal life.”  But many 

who are last will be first.” 

 

The Special Olympics cater for all physically and mentally disabled athletes. Only athletes from their 

own country can participate.  Assembled on the starting line at the Seattle Special Olympics were 

nine athletes.  The gun fired – they all started to run the race to the best of their ability and 

hopefully to win.  One little boy tumbled and finished up lying on the track crying. 

 

The other eight heard the boy crying - slowed down - looked back.  They all turned round and went 

back, every single one of them.  One little girl, with Down’s syndrome, bent and as she kissed him 

said, “This will make you better.”  Then all nine linked arms and walked to the finishing line. 

Everyone on the stadium stood up and the clapping and cheering lasted for minutes.  

    

They were all first, - just wait a minute – nine athletes started the race – so who was last.  They 

were all last.  Jesus said, “The last will be first,” 

 

Jesus came to proclaim the message of God’s kingdom and this is a challenge.  God is saying to each 

one of us.  Never mind racing ahead. Turn round - look behind you.  Go back  – help the needy, the 

ones who have fallen.  Link arms with them and help  the last become the first.  We get a glimpse 

of what God’s kingdom is like. 
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Much that happened in chapter nineteen was about the kingdom – then Jesus told them a parable.   

Matthew 20  “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early to hire men to work 

in his vineyard.”  

 

The vine is the supreme image of Israel.  In the Old Testament it is used to describe the life of Israel.  

A great golden vine trailed over the porch of the temple.  During the uprising against Rome in AD 68 

to 70 the coinage minted also bore the image of a vine. 

 

In Psalm 80 verses 8 and 9 the psalmist writes, “You brought the vine out of Egypt; you drove the 

nation and planted it.  You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.” 

     

Chapter 5 of Isaiah is entitled ‘The Vineyard.’  In verse 7 we read, “The vineyard of the Almighty is 

the house of Israel and men of Judah.”    

 

Jeremiah 2 verse 21  “I planted you like a choice vine of reliable stock.  How then did you turn 

against me into a corrupt vine.” 

 

It is obvious that God planted Israel on earth to be his chosen people.  To be his vineyard and bring 

forth good fruit.  But Israel was attracted by the gods - the idols - of the countries round her more 

than by God’s mission. 

 

The vine God planted – Israel – destroyed itself by its disobedience -  but God purpose did not fail.  

ONE MAN came to take Israel’s place.  JESUS. 

 

Jesus sums this up beautifully in John 15 verse 1.  “I am the true vine and my Father is the 

gardener.”  Verse 5  “I am the vine and you are the branches.”  The vineyard which was God’s 

chosen people has been replaced by the ONE TRUE VINE.  The vineyard stretches over the world 

that God created – he is the landowner. 

       

The landowner, God, goes out to invite people to work in the vineyard – to work in his kingdom.  

Some are hired early in the morning and agree to a pay of one denarius.  About the third hour, the 

sixth hour and the ninth hour he invited others in to work for him and told them he would pay 

whatever was right.  About the eleventh he invited more in, reward was not mentioned. 

 

At the end of the day he told the foreman to call the workers and pay them – start with the last and 

finish with the first.  The men who had worked for only an hour were given a denarius.  I imagine 

the rest thinking, whoo!  this is our lucky day, But they were all given one denarius.  The ones who 

worked all day grumbled against the landowner, “That’s not fair, we worked all day and you’ve 

made them equal to us.” 

The landowner – God – said, “Friend I am not being unfair to you, didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius.  Take you pay and go.  Don’t I have right to do what I want with my money.  Or are you 

envious because I am generous.” 

 

God gives gifts which we do not deserve.  He saw the needs of all the workers and paid them 
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They often went hungry if there was no work that day.   God saw their needs - a denarius made life 

easier.  He turns the worlds values upside down.  He gives them what they don’t deserve.  This is 

God’s love and amazing grace. 

 

In the reading from Exodus this morning the Israelites are on their journey from Egypt to the 

promised land.  They are grumbling to Moses and Aaron saying how much better off they would 

have been if they had stayed in Egypt, They now are short of food.  God saw their needs and gave 

instructions, and their needs were fulfilled with quail and bread.  God’s love for all and his amazing 

grace again.   

 

God comes to call us – he stands outside every Christian church – outside every revival meeting – 

outside wherever Christ’s followers meet and invites people to become branches of the one true 

vine.    To come in and work for him – to build his kingdom here on earth.   

 

It does not matter who you are or what you have done.  The colour of your skin is not important.   

God LOVES YOU and wants YOU to be reconciled to him.  Our Lord wants us to give ourselves to 

him, to use the talents he has given to each one of us, to bring glory to his name.  He wants us to 

cut the ties that hold us to the past and to not withhold anything.  When we do this we become 

part of the vineyard.      

 

In 1 Peter 2 verse 9 he tells us, “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation 

belonging to God,”  We are now branches growing out of the ONE TRUE VINE. 

 

Christ lives in us today, he lives in our brothers and sisters who are part of the faith community her 

in Bramley.  We often forget that we are made in God’s image – we have to show  his LOVE - his 

Grace in our lives.  However much we try we fall  short – we conveniently forget the parts of the 

Bible which tell us what we must do. 

 

In John 13 verse 35 Jesus says to his disciples – says to each one of us, “A new COMMAND I give 

you;  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so MUST you love one another,  By this shall all men 

will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  If we do not LOVE each other we 

are not his disciples.  We are in denial of the ‘Word’. 

 

In this short passage LOVE is mentioned four times – we are COMMANDED  to LOVE - we MUST 

LOVE..   There is no choice, if we are his disciples we have to love each other.         

 

What an awesome God we worship.  Through grace our judge becomes our Saviour. 

God has changed from judgement to mercy through the work of Christ.  Loves strength is in loves 

giving.       

 

Mathew 20 verse 16  “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

           Amen. 

 


