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Important Notice
The church is open for services. See the information on the back page.
Please check the church bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for upto-date information on church activities.

At your service
To arrange the publishing of Banns of Marriage,
Wedding or Baptism services at St Francis’
church, call into church on 1st Saturday of each
month between 10:00am and 12 noon or Tel:
702576.
Email:bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
Enquiries for funerals can also be made on the above telephone number and email address.
Cuppachat is on the 1st Saturday of each month, between 10:00 am - 12
noon. The next one is on Saturday 4th December 2021 when we will be
preparing Christingles for Sinday 5th December. Please check the church
bulletin, Facebook page or St Francis’ website for up-to-date information on
the resumption of church activities.
Mothers’ Union is the 2nd Monday of each month. Meetings are in church ,
starting at 1:30pm. Everyone welcome. Next meeting in church on 13th
December.
St Francis’ Art and Craft Social Group Meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday
of each month from 2:00pm - 4:00pm in the hall. Please bring your own art
and craft materials. Or if you prefer, board games are available or just
come along and enjoy a cuppa and chat.
If you have any pictures or articles for the magazine, please send them to:
magazinestfrancis@gmail.com. Deadline: 15th of the month. Irene Magill,
Editor
Church/hall bookings - please contact church office: 01709 702576 or visit
our website
•

Church website: www.stfrancisbramley.org

•

Churchwardens: Mr. James Moore and one vacancy.
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This month…..
What will you find in the pages of this issue of Signpost?
Thoughts of a Church Member: Got any O’s?
Epiphany Course -Travelling Light -NOW LIVE
The Christmas Pudding
Now Bring Us Some Figgy Pudding
Heroes of Faith: St Nicholas
Mothers’ Union Chris’ Journey of Faith
and much more
Cover Story
The season of Advent begins on Sunday 28th November and is also the beginning of the
church’s year. So it’s appropriate to say ‘Happy New Year’ in church on that Sunday.
It is the custom in St Francis’ church, and in many churches of other denominations, to
mark each Sunday in Advent with the lighting a red candle. All four red candles are lit on
the 4th Sunday in Advent. See the article on p. 4. The white candle in the centre of the
wreath is traditionally lit on Christmas Day as it represents the birth of the Christ Child and
will be lit at our Christmas Eve Service.
The photo on the cover was taken by Christina Higton in 2019, when we were able to
observe the whole of Advent in church.
Thank you Christina for the beautiful photo which reminds us that Advent is a time for
preparation for the coming of Our Saviour, both a a baby born in Bethlehem, and when He
will return as our King.
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Thoughts from a Church Member:
Got Any O’s?
At this time of year when, churches normally display an Advent wreath with four candles
representing the four weeks of Advent, and one candle is lit each Sunday. It’s not unusual
for someone to mention the Two Ronnies sketch in which a hardware shopkeeper
(Ronnie Corbett) hands his customer (Ronnie Barker) four candles when he has asked for
‘fork handles’. That’s followed by a few other misunderstandings. For example, in
response to another request, he gives the customer a hoe, then a hose when what the
customer actually asked was, ‘Got any ‘O’s ? He wanted two letter ‘O’s for the name on
his garden gate.
That part of the sketch came to my mind when I thought of the carol ‘O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel’ which begins each verse expressing a deep desire for God to come and save
his people and establish his Kingdom. The late Bishop Geoffrey Rowell said, ‘The Advent
longing “O” sums up our emptiness, which longs to be filled and transformed by the love
of God.’
Have we got that ‘O’ of Advent longing?
As well as longing, the tiny word ‘O’ can express a host of other thoughts and feelings
such as surprise, joy, wonder and astonishment. The ordinary lives of Mary, Joseph and
the shepherds were transformed by the extraordinary events of that first Christmas. It is
possible that Mary gasped an ‘O’ of astonishment as the angel Gabriel came and told her
that she was to give birth to the Messiah, and that the shepherds did the same when the
angel appeared to them and announced that the Messiah had been born. We too, can
experience the astonishing work of God in our everyday lives.
Whatever ‘O’s we’ve got -the longing, wonder, surprise or astonishment - may we
respond with all hearts to the ‘O’ that calls us to worship Christ the Lord this Advent and
Christmas.
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
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Bouquet of Blessings - Part 10
Flowers have a vital connection with nature and the
changing seasons. From time immemorial all cultures have
used flowers as messengers to say ‘I love you’ or to just
evoke memories.
What flowers touch your heart and stir memories for you, I
wonder?
A saying by Robert Herrick, the 17th-century English lyric poet and cleric, was ‘Gather ye
rose buds while you may, old time is still flying, and this same flower that smiles today,
tomorrow will be dying.’
Christmas Rose – A symbol of Fertility
A French story says that the Christmas Rose sprung to life from the earth when the
Angel Gabriel came down and touched the ground with a staff.
As the year draws to a close many flowers fade and die, yet seeds and bulbs are sown,
sleeping, trusting with faith that they will return to paint and perfume our world in floral
glory all over again in the coming year.
Joy

Lines from Invocation of Peace
Deep peace, pure white of the moon to you;
Deep peace, pure green of the grass to you;
Deep peace, pure brown of the earth to you;
Deep peace, pure grey of the dew to you,
Deep peace, pure blue of the sky to you!
Deep peace of the running wave to you,
Deep peace of the flowing air to you,

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Fiona Macleod (19th century Celtic visionary and romantic)
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Epiphany Course
Travelling Light - NOW LIVE!

In part one we will be exploring some of
the journeys that surround the Christmas
story.
The first one involves two expectant
mums, Mary and Elizabeth.

Instead of running a course in Advent with all
the rush of Christmas, we’ve decided to opt
for the season of Epiphany this year. It will be
a four week course.

All roads lead to … Bethlehem. In the
second session we follow a couple, some
shepherds and Magi.
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We hear all the time about ‘the refugee
crisis. In this session we are reminded that
Jesus was a refugee too …

Advent is all about God’s
coming. What does it mean
for God to come among us?

The details of the course are as follows:
Dates: Monday nights: 10, 17, 24 and 31 January
Time:

7.00pm refreshments, 7.15pm start

Where: St Alban’s Church Wickersley and streamed

Streaming details will follow. Please keep an eye on the bulletin, church’s website and Facebook pages.
John Hibberd

Camels
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn, over which was
pictured a large star. The third camel and its rider were going directly away from it. “Why
is the third man going in a different direction?” her mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s
looking for a place to park.”
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THE CHRISTMAS PUDDING
The Last Sunday in November is sometimes referred to as “Stir Up Sunday”, a day for
us to prepare ourselves for Advent and Christmas. The words appear in the traditional
set collect for the Sunday before the beginning of Advent.
There are many examples of what stirring up means, but the dictionary says this: “To
keep moving; bring ourselves out of quietude or indifference; touch the feelings of; to
excite; to rouse”. The Christmas Pudding is a great example of all of these things, so
here is the story of a Christmas pudding.
Doreen gathered together all the ingredients for her Christmas pudding. She always
prepared it as near to the last Sunday in November as possible so that when she went
to church on Sunday she could reflect on just how meaningful for her this preparation
was, and to ask God to seal it within her once again. She had got currants, raisins,
sultanas, cherries, and dates, these represented different activities and good works
that she, as a Christian, should try to mix into her life. She ran them through her
fingers and thought about what good deeds she could do in her church and in her
community..
Next, Doreen added the lemon and orange rind which she had previously grated off
the fruits. Her brow puckered, because these ingredients reminded her of the difficult
times in life, the loss of loved ones, unkind words and actions. The sharp and bitter
flavour of these fruits reminded her that she needed to be vigilant to make sure that
she didn’t harbour any of them in her life.
Doreen’s mood lightened and a smile crept across her face as she added the sugar,
symbolising energy and vigour. ‘We must always be on the go for the Lord’ she
thought. ‘There is always something we can do for Him, at home, at church, or in our
daily living’.
Next came the spices, representing those special acts that give warmth, like friendship,
sympathy, empathy - written or spoken = in person or over the phone; nodding her
head she thought of one or two people she needed to contact.
Doreen added the suet next. This would bind the mixture together. It reminded her of
God’s love that binds the home, the family and the church together and she felt a
tingle run through her body as this thought resonated within her.
Now the Flour, this would cement the mixture, and it would coat each ingredient.
When we extend our love to other people it cements relationships and draws us
together, and her mind went out to people who she knew outside of her family as
well as inside and she embraced them all in that moment.
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Doreen then carefully added her breadcrumbs, an ordinary, familiar ingredient often
used every day with its value unrecognised. How many people who work behind the
scenes are like that. She thought of the people who collected the bins, the people who
cleaned in public places, the lady who kept her church clean and so her mind embraced
all those people and more. She asked the Lord to bless them and help them know how
valued they really are.
Doreen cracked her eggs into a bowl. ‘Ah’, she thought, the symbol of new life, used so
often in a different form at Easter, signifying Christ’s death and resurrection. “Thank you
Lord” she whispered as she poured the eggs into the mixture.
She ladled in some orange juice to keep the mixture moist, and thought about the rich
fellowship at her church which kept the atmosphere and fellowship there moist. ”A hard,
dry, fellowship would not work” she thought to herself. Last but not least a little salt
which would flavour, preserve and cleanse the entire mixture equals the work of the Holy
Spirit, unseen but very powerful, and oh so necessary. ”Move Holy Spirit, move in my
life” she silently prayed.
Doreen took her wooden spoon and mixed all the ingredient together in her glass bowl.
As she watched the ingredients blend together, she was mindful of how God sees every
part of us, hearts, minds, motives, and thoughts. “ We have to be careful” she
whispered. “He knows”. She also thought to herself of how different all these
ingredients were, but then so were the disciples he chose, and so are we in our church,
but we can still all work together if we are of the same mind and give the glory all to Him.
Doreen set her mixture aside; now it had to stand overnight for the ingredients to share
their flavour and the mixture to become as one. Tomorrow it will be cooked when the
heat and pressure will change the ingredients and bind them all together. It takes time
and heat and a very patient God to do the same with us. Doreen sighed and smiled as
she remembered the song that said ‘In His Time, God makes everything beautiful in His
Time’. ‘Amen to that’ she said aloud.
Happy Christmas everyone - can’t wait to taste and be a part of this Christmas Pudding.
Sylvia Bird

Mary-born Lord, humble us so that we also might say, ‘Let it be with me according to
your word.’ - Stanley Hauerwas
Filling the world, He lies in a manger! - Augustine
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Now Bring us Some Figgy Pudding
So says the line in the popular Christmas song: We Wish you a Merry Christmas.
Christmas pudding, the traditional pudding served on Christmas Day, was also called
plum pudding and figgy pudding. The ingredients in the pudding described by Sylvia
Bird are the more familiar ingredients. But the Christmas pudding in its modern form
would have been unfamiliar to our ancestors.
In the 15th Century it would have been more like a soup or pottage, containing meat,
root vegetables and prunes (not plums or figs). Spices were expensive and exotic so
were reserved for important feasts such as Christmas, and went into the mix for this
most important of feasts. Alcohol was added for flavour and dried fruits, which were
surplus from the summer’s harvest, were also added.
By the 17th Century the mixture was placed in a pudding cloth and it was now boiled in a
large pot of water for a firmer consistency, resulting in a large, round pudding.
During the Commonwealth 1649 - 1660, Oliver Cromwell banned the pudding and other
traditional Christmas food as Christmas was observed only as a Holy Day with no
feasting. When the monarchy was restored, under King Charles ll, the traditions of
Christmas feasting were once again allowed. Christmas pudding was back on the menu.
Gradually the meat and vegetables were replaced by the more familiar food items that
we expect in Christmas puddings today.
The tradition of hiding sixpences in Christmas puddings is thought to have originated
from European traditions and were linked to the coming of the Magi, who brought gifts
to the infant Jesus. The twelve days of Christmas were observed up until the Feast of the
Epiphany so the pudding would have been eaten during this time. Today the Christmas
Holiday is much reduced.
Charles Dickens, in ‘A Christmas Carol’, describes Mrs Cratchit’s Christmas pudding as.
‘like a speckled canon ball, so hard and firm. ….A wonderful pudding’.
The Christmas pudding remains an important part of traditional Christmas fare roday.

Irene Magill
Silence?
Christmas is the season when your neighbour’s radio keeps you awake playing ‘Silent
Night’.
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Flowers for the glory of God
Fresh flowers have made welcome return in
church
If you would like to commemorate a special
family occasion; please consider a donation
to the Flower Fund for an arrangement to
be placed in church on the Sunday nearest to your special occasion.
It may be you would like to sponsor one of the arrangements in
memory of a loved one’s birthday or anniversary and we can, if you
wish, include a special note with the flowers to whom they are
dedicated.
For further details please contact Christina Higton or Dorothy
Barnett, Flower Team Co-ordinators at church.
The flowers in the
photo were on display
in church on Armistice
Day, 11th November
and Remembrance
Sunday, 14th
November.
Thank you to Christina,
Dorothy and Joyce
Taylor, who arranged
the flowers in church.
See page 14 for
another photo for
Remembrance.

11

Heroes of Faith: St Nicholas
One problem with becoming a public hero is that, inevitably, your life ends up in the
hands of the public! There, even in life and certainly after it, imagination creatively
reimagines who you were. The result is that heroes easily end up doing things they
never did and saying things they never said. There can be few greater examples of this
than that of Bishop Nicholas, a fourth-century church leader in a small Mediterranean
seaport who, sixteen centuries on, has turned into that universally recognised global
figure, Santa Claus.
Tradition suggests that St Nicholas was born in ad 270 in the coastal city of Myra in
Asia Minor, now Demre, Turkey. He was of Greek descent (one of my ancestors!). He
died in 343 on 6th December.
Legends began to accumulate around the memory of Bishop Nicholas.

One story involves three girls whose poverty threatened to force them into
prostitution. For three nights running, the bishop secretly dropped a sack of gold coins
through the window of their house so that their father could offer a dowry that would
allow them to be married. In this story of a generous man giving gifts secretly at night
we can detect an echo of that modern, nocturnal visitor of Christmas Eve.
Bishop Nicholas soon became a popular saint. Saint Nicholas became the patron saint
of a truly enormous range of causes. According to one list he is patron of sailors,
merchants, archers, repentant thieves, children, brewers, pawnbrokers, unmarried
people, students and – somewhat curiously – prostitutes. Were I to believe in such
kinds of saint, I’d be forced to conclude that the bishop was astonishingly busy in the
afterlife! Saint Nicholas has also been claimed as the patron saint of Russia, Austria,
Belgium, France and Germany. Given the frequency of wars between these countries,
this suggests that he has not only been busy in heaven but has frequently suffered
from a conflict of interests.
With time, the already remarkable reputation of Saint Nicholas underwent a truly
extraordinary transformation. Unlike many saints he remained popular after the
Reformation, particularly in Holland.
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When in the 17th century many Dutch people went to North America, they took
St Nicholas with them and through their pronunciation of his name as Sinterklaas, Santa
Claus entered the world.
Freed from any sort of Christian framework and useful to commerce, Santa Claus soon
evolved further. He underwent a makeover: gaining a red coat, a bulging waistline, a
sleigh and eight reindeer, plus the remarkable ability to detect who among children is
naughty or nice. Eventually, Santa Claus swallowed up the ancient idea of ‘Father
Christmas’, a traditional gift-giving figure who appeared at midwinter festivals, and by
doing so became commemorated not on 6th December, but the 25th.
Considering the vast gulf between the original bishop and the modern Santa Claus, I have
found myself wondering what the man himself would think of it all were he to reappear at
Christmas time. My suspicion is that the Bishop might have three emotions.
First, I imagine that Bishop Nicholas would be pleased. The idea that, even in a distorted
way, he was remembered with affection and inspired generosity in others across the world
would surely have given him pleasure. It’s not a bad achievement after 1600 years.
Second, I imagine that Bishop Nicholas would be perplexed. He would find much that
baffled him in the Santa Claus phenomenon. In all probability he was a slim figure – the
early church practised regular fasting – and he would probably be astonished by the way in
which he had put on the kilos. As a man from the Mediterranean, he would shudder at
now being based either in Lapland or - far worse = the North Pole, where the sun is only a
distant memory for months. Equally, I think his current mode of transport would have
utterly bemused him, given the total absence of sleighs and reindeer in Greek culture.
And like many people, he would have marvelled how, given his generous waistline, he
could easily slip up and down chimneys.
Finally, I think Bishop Nicholas would be perturbed. I can’t imagine he would have wanted
the role of sorting out the naughty and nice children of the world. More importantly, he
would be perturbed at how important he had become. Nicholas was after all a bishop
and, if the tales are correct, someone who at the Council of Nicaea was concerned that the
church had the right idea about Jesus Christ. So I imagine that he would be very unhappy
indeed at discovering that, like some careless performer in a Nativity scene, he had come
to block the view of the infant Jesus.
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Chris’ Journey of Faith
We were delighted to welcome Chris Leverton to our meeting on 8th November as he
shared with us his journey of faith.
Chris was born in Sheffield and felt his journey of faith began with his baptism, at nine
weeks old. He was baptised in Pitsmoor Church. Although Chris did not come from a
practising Christian family he subsequently found out that several of his mother’s nine
brothers and sisters were people of deep faith and were active in their respective church
families.
Chris’ journey was slow to begin with. He did not have much contact with church. When
in the Cubs Chris didn’t get any stars for good attendance at church parade. Sundays
were when the weekly treat of bacon butties were served at home.
When Chris was 11, his family moved to Wales and he went to Dinnington
Comprehensive. He joined a youth club attached to the local Methodist church. Apart
from this, Chris’ only exposure to Christianity was being taught R.E. at school and being
presented with a Bible which he intended to read, but never quite got round to reading
this copy.
Chris told us that he and Judy married at quite a young age, in church, and his vows were
very precious, but he wasn’t sure why vows made in church were so imortant. When
visiting a church he did sense what he described as a feeling of ‘otherly’ but couldn’t say
what.
Following the death of her father Judy began to feel a sense of questioning about life and
faith and the family began attending Handsworth Methodist church, but Chris still did not
regard himself as ‘saved’.
Chris and his family moved, because of work commitments. They were persuaded to join
a house group attached to a community church which had been started by a convert from
Islam, Mans Yousuf. The church was a few miles away in Market Harborough. It was at
one of these meetings that one of their number told Chris ‘You have to just accept that
what Jesus said is true’. Chris told us that simple comment ‘turned me around and
changed my life’. He began going to church on his own and aged 34, he finally ‘got’
Christianity. Since then there hasn’t been a time in Chris’ life that he has doubted.
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As an evangelist who proclaims Jesus, it’s this last point which concerns me. I’d like all
of us to be telling people about Jesus at Christmas, but at the very least we should make
sure none of us is involved in blocking the view of him. There’s only one figure who
should be central at Christmas and that is Jesus Christ.
J. John
Reverend Canon
Submitted by Rita Morse

Flowers for the Church
Church buildings are visited for many reasons. Our historical churches are visited and
admired by many and it is important that visitors see the evidence of the living church of
today as well as the beauty of the building. Visual aids are used in our church services
and our eyes can be drawn to a flower arrangement that can evoke our hearts and
minds towards the message of the day. The colours or the shapes of an arrangement
can set people thinking or sensing the atmosphere of praise, worship, sorrow or
mystery.
Thank you to the flower teams of the past, present and
future.
Would you like to become part of our team?
Joy

Thank You
Thank you to Bramley Parish Council for the donation
of £50 towards the flowers arranged by Christina
Higton, Dorothy Bennet and Joyce Taylor for
Remembrance Sunday..
The service and the Act of Remembrance at the
Memorial Gardens in Cross Street were both very well attended.
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Poetry to ponder

Bells Never Sound Any Sweeter
Bells never sound any sweeter
Than when at Christmas they ring;
Angels on wings never fleeter –
Message of gladness they bring!
As they once sang on that first Christmas night
Bells sing of God’s Holy birth
Ringing throughout the whole earth!
O, when those sweet bells are ringing
Even in Heaven they’re heard;
Angels soon join with their singing
Bringing us God’s Holy Word.
Sing of the father, the mother, the child
Bells sing of God’s Holy birth
Ringing throughout the whole earth!
Ring with those beautiful tones
Across the far ocean wide
Joy to all folk in their homes
This blessed Christmastide!
All sing with joy the wonderful song –

Bells sing of God’s Holy birth
Ringing throughout the whole earth!
Nigel Beeton has translated this version of Glocken nie klingen - A Gregorian Christmas chant
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After several years the family moved again. This time to York, and they worshipped at St
Michael le Belfrey, which is next to York Minster.
After a couple of years Chris had the opportunity to return to South Yorkshire, and in
1998 they moved to Bramley. While looking round Bramley village Chris noticed the local
bakery was called A. Leverton and thought this might be a sign. When Chris and Judy first
visited St Francis’ church the vicar, Rev David Walker (now Bishop of Manchester), was
preaching on Signs. They joined St. Francis’ church.
After a couple of years, Judy felt she was being called to the ordained ministry and trained
in Nottingham. Chris trained as a lay reader. Judy’s first curacy was in Doncaster. She
then returned to Rotherham as vicar of Treeton, where they stayed for nine years. Judy
also was the Diocesan Chaplain for the Deaf, which was a full-time post.
Judy retired from full time ministry and she and Chris moved to Filey and joined a very
busy church which hosted many visitors during the summer season.
Three years ago, in November 2019, Chris and Judy moved back to Bramley and were
welcomed back to St Francis’ church.

Chris said that by following God’s path for them they had ‘come full circle’ and trusting in
Him, God had demonstrated His love. Chris quoted the last verse of ‘Love Divine, All
Loves Excelling’. It seemed too good an opportunity to miss so Chris led our members in
an impromptu and rousing rendition of this wonderful hymn.
We enjoyed Chris’s talk, which was so inspirational and we are very grateful to Chris for
sharing not only his journey of faith but his journey to faith.
Carol Service: Our next meeting will be at 1:30pm on Monday 13th December 2021 and
we are delighted that Rev. Judy Leverton will be leading our Carol Service. Everyone is
warmly welcome to join us . Refreshments will be served at the end of the service.
Away from it All Fund: The final total from our fund raising coffee morning ( see photo) in
aid of Afia is £230. Thank you to all who supported this event .
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Browsing the Bible Part 4
NEW TESTAMENT
The first two surviving letters written by Paul to the church in
Corinth is a plea for unity amongst its members who had
been divided by quarrels. Paul’s aim is to put them straight
on the contentious issues among them. In Chapter 1:10 Paul
writes I appeal to you, in the name of Jesus that you agree
with one another so there may be no divisions among you
and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought. 1
Corinthians Chapter 13 defines real love.
2 Corinthians is a personal and auto biographical letter. Paul experiences great suffering,
persecution and opposition to his ministry. He struggled with a personal weakness – a
thorn in the flesh (we are not told what that alluded to), but through it all Paul affirmed
God’s faithfulness.
Galatians : Paul wrote a circular letter to the congregation in Galatia, modern day Turkey.
He writes to remind them that it is not by keeping the traditions of centuries old laws of
the Jewish people that mark Gentiles of new found faith in Jesus. The law that counts is the
rule of love in Chapter 5 verse 6. Galatians mentions many vices such as jealousy, envy and
selfishness. Also nine virtues in verses 22 and 23 – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.
Ephesians: Paul writes this letter to be circulated round the churches in Ephesus. He was
under house arrest in Rome at the time and in Chapters 1,2,3 and 5 he explains the
wonderful things that we have received through Christ.
He also reminds us that we fight spiritual battles in our lives and we need protection to
fight against lies, hopelessness, insults, doubts and fears. Chapter 6 verses 10 to 17 tell us
about the armour God provides for our protection, approval and love, victory over our
circumstances, protection against doubts and fears and we need to trust in the truth of
God’s words in the Bible.
Philippians: Paul continued writing from a house prison this time and joy and unity are
dominant themes in this letter. Chapter 1:3 -11 : The joy in partnership; v 12-26 the joy of
knowing Jesus. Chapter 2:1 11 the joy of Christ likeness and v 19 -30 the joy of service.
Chapter 4: 1 - 3 the joy of fellowship and v 4 7 the joy of God’s provision.
Colossians : Colossae was located in the region of Phrygia (modern day Turkey). This letter
focuses on two themes: who Jesus is; and how Christians should behave. Chapter 3
reminds us of the rules for holy living and rules for Christian households. Chapter 4 gives
further instructions telling us to pray and be faithful.
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Thessalonians: Two letters to the church in Thessalonica ( the modern Greek city of
Thessaloniki) and all believers everywhere. 1 Thessalonians Chapter 5 gives the
command to encourage one another, build each other up with respect, live at peace,
help the weak, be patient, resist revenge, be joyful, pray and give thanks to God. 2
Thessalonians tells us we must never get tired and never give up. We can be persistent
by making the most of our time and talents. Our endurance will be rewarded.
Joy

Amazed!
Some people like surprises. The pleasant ones, anyway!
When we look at the Christmas story, it is full of
surprises. Mary didn’t expect to be chosen by God to
give birth to His Son. Joseph was surprised and shocked
that his fiancée was pregnant. The couple thought they
would start married life together in Nazareth, but
political circumstances forced them to go to Bethlehem
and then into Egypt.
The Bethlehem shepherds were surprised and
frightened by the heavenly choir and an angel with a marvellous message. Later, they
rejoiced at seeing the Saviour - a new born baby in a manger.
The Wise Men were surprised to see a unique star, and so they followed it all the way to
Jerusalem. They thought a royal birth would be in a city and in Herod’s Palace. They
were surprised again, to be redirected to a remote village called Bethlehem. Herod too
was surprised that a new king had come, and felt his position and authority were being
threatened.
What is most surprising is that God had planned the coming of Jesus thousands of years
before it happened. Prophets had told of His coming and their hearers were waiting for
Him to appear. But still they were surprised when the Messiah came, for He did not
come as a conquering hero but as a suffering Servant.
Jesus came to save people from their sins. He came to restore a broken relationship and
bring His people to a glorious Home. The biggest surprise? It was also done for you and
me!
Lester Amann
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Book Review
Christmas at Hope Hall
by Pam Rhodes
This is a follow-up novel in the trilogy ‘Springtime at
Hope Hall’ and ‘Summer’s out at Hope Hall’. The drama
increases for the characters in this book as Christmas
approaches. Pantomime rehearsals featuring the ‘Can’t
sing Choir’ get underway, but in the community there
are personal stories of loneliness, loss and hurt impacting on many of the local residents.
But where there is community there is friendship, companionship, love and most of all
hope.
(Many people will remember Pam Rhodes as the Presenter of BBC’s ‘Songs of Praise’ Irene - Editor)
Two Steps Forward by Sharon Garlough Brown (Fiction )
A story of persevering in hope, this book is a follow up in the series of ‘Sensible Shoes’.
The women from ‘Sensible Shoes’ (November Edition) are taking their next steps in their
spiritual journey, but each of them is finding road blocks along the way. For us, as for
these women, life sometimes feels like two steps forward and one step back but the
author, through her characters give us a voice of hope and reminds us all with a gentle
touch, that we are born in the image of God and are worthy of being loved. Verses from
the bible found in Luke Chapter 1 verses 78-79 says ‘Through the heartfelt mercies of
God, God’s sunrise will break in upon us, shining on those in darkness – those sitting in
the shadow of death, then showing us the way, one foot at a time down the path of
peace. To follow in this series also comes ‘Barefoot’ and ‘The Extra Mile’. These are
certainly on my Christmas present list ! ‘can’t wait’
Celebrating Christmas Reflections
by Amy Boucher Pye Illustrations by Leo Boucher
Daughter and father combine to create a celebration of warmth, love, promise and glory
of Christ’s birth on earth, and what it means today. Grab a cuppa and sit in your cosy
chair by the fireside and have a good read. You may just want to wander down memory
lane and think of symbols of Christmas, trees, decorations, carol singing, parties or the
true meaning of Christmas. This book contains wise words with beautiful images,
weaves joy and nostalgia of the festive season together with the deep truths of the story
we celebrate.
Joy
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And for Children of all Ages
Christmas Activities
by Bethan James, Authentic, £2.50

All the events of the first Christmas are retold and
illustrated in this small format paperback book with onthe-page puzzles and activities to complete. Kids will
enjoy reading the story and immersing themselves in the
related activities.
With attractive colour illustrations, age-appropriate text
and a variety of puzzles, the book could be useful in
church outreach activities with children aged four to
seven. A little book for little fingers!

T

God Gave Us Christmas
by Lisa Tawn Bergren and David Hohn, Authentic,
£7.99

This sweet story helps young children understand the
true meaning of Christmas, and to discover how very
much God loves them.
As Little Cub and her family prepare to celebrate the
most special day of the year, the curious young polar
bear begins to wonder… “Who invented Christmas?” So
Mama and Little Cub head off on a polar expedition to
find God and to see how He gave them Christmas.
Along the way, they find signs that God is at work all
around them. Through Mama’s gentle guidance, Little Cub learns about the very first
Christmas.
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Children’s Corner
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Children’s Corner
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www.stfrancisbramley.org
Email: bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
Church Office: Tel 01709 702576.

St Francis Church Bramley

The hall at St Francis' church can be hired for
special events, meetings etc.
Hire is £15 an hour for non-church members.
Advert space in Signpost magazine is only £50
a year for ¼ page of A5
Contact the Parish Phone: 01709 702576 or email:
bramley.stfrancis@gmail.com
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Silverwood Area Mission
Bearing Fruit Together
St Francis’ church is in a Mission Partnership with:
St Leonard’s Thrybergh,
St Alban’s Wickersley
St John’s Hooton Roberts,

St James’ Ravenfield and
St James’ Braithwell

Mission Partnership Prayer
Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Silverwood Mission Partnership,
to do all that we do to your glory and to make your Kingdom known throughout Wickersley, Thrybergh, Braithwell, Hooton Roberts, Ravenfield and Bramley. May your Holy
Spirit guide and strengthen us in our mission together; to be effective in making new
disciples, to share your love and to transform the communities around us. Amen.
(This prayer has been written and adopted for use in the Mission Partnership. Please be
encouraged to use it in private prayer and for prayers in our church services

Christmas Carols
One night Freda went carol singing. She
knocked on the door of a house and began
to sing. A man with a violin in his hand
came to the door. Within half a minute,
tears were streaming down his face.
Touched, Freda sang every carol she knew and some she didn't. The man continued to
weep gently throughout her performance.
“I understand,” she said softly at last. “You
are remembering your happy childhood
Christmas days.”
“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked
sort of voice. “I'm a musician!”
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Local Advertisements
Fully Qualified,
Fully Insured
Professional Foot Care by
Foot Health Professionals
Let us take care of your feet:
*Nail Cutting, Corns, Callus, Verrucas
*Cracked heels, Dry Skin
*Fungal Nails, Athlete’s Foot
*Diabetic Foot Care
*Medi-Pedi Luxury Foot Treatments
*Stockists of Gehwol Foot Creams

in the comfort of your own home or in
our clinic

Tel: 01709 207300
www.krfootcareservices.co.uk
Enhanced DBS

JOHN’S FUNERAL
SERVICE
An Independent Family Business

Providing a Complete,
Dignified, Caring, 24-Hour
Service
Private Chapels of Rest
set in tranquil gardens
Pre-payment Plans Available
Catering Provided
Tel: 01709 703826 & 522883
88-90 Katherine Road, Thurcroft
Rotherham S66 9HR
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WORSHIP Celebrations During December
2021
All Sunday Morning Services at 10:00am
Sunday 5th = Holy Communion
Christingle Service at 4:00pm
Sunday 12th - Morning Prayer
Sunday 19th = Morning Prayer
Carol Service at 4:00pm
Friday 24th Christmas Eve -Holy Communion at 11:00pm

Saturday 25th Family Service for Christmas Day at
10:00am
Please note that there is no service on Sunday 26th
December

WORSHIP Celebrations in January 2022
All Sunday Morning Services at 10:00am
Sunday 2nd - Morning Prayer
Sunday 9th - Holy Communion
Su nday 16th - Morning Prayer

Sunday 23rd– Holy Communion
Sunday 29th -Morning Prayer -
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